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M et r o p ol i t an 
Communi t y 
Churches has 
be en  i n 

existence for over 40 years 
now! 
 
What started with twelve 
inquisitive people in the 
living room of one brave 
and faithful prophet is now 
a global movement for 
justice and liberation that 
chooses to embody the 
principals and practices of 
Jesus by being the Body of 
Christ known as church. 
 

practices of Jesus by being the 
Body of Christ to our larger 
community. 
 
Thousands have come to 
know the love of God through 
the mission and ministry of 
Imago Dei MCC! 
 
Our church members and 
friends live in three states; and 
the persons who choose to 
drive past hundreds of other 
churches every time they make 
their way to Imago Dei know 
that there is something special 
about our church—our people. 

(See "HOPE" on page 10) 
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IMAGO DEI MCC 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 

Pastor/Moderator 
Rev. Karla Fleshman 

Vice-Moderator  
Alex Morgan 

Treasurer 
Shelly O'Leary 

Clerk 
Jennifer Lawrow  

 
Building Liaison 

Colleen Stuppy 
____________  

 
Lay Delegate 

Diane Pierce 

Hundreds of thousands have 
come to know the love of 
God through the mission 
and ministry of MCC! 
 
Imago Dei MCC has now 
been in existence for over 
eight years with seven 
including worship! 
 
What started with twenty 
inquisitive people in the 
fellowship hall  of the only 
welcoming congregation in 
Delaware County (at the 
time) is now a worshiping 
community that chooses to 
embody the principals and 
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Imago Dei MCC will focus 
upon five "fruitful practices" in 2009: 

 
[1] Passionate Worship 
[2] Intentional Faith Development 
[3] Radical Hospitali ty 
[4] Extravagant Generosity  
[5] Risk-Taking M ission and Service 

 
We begin with our church's focus on passionate worship in the 
first quarter of 2009 by:  
 
[a] Launching a monthly Fruitful Worship small group 

gathering the fourth Monday of the month from 7 to 9 PM 
(See " FRUITFUL"  on page 8) 
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Purpose: to discuss and VOTE upon a special Tithe Agreement 
with Metropolitan Community Churches. 
 
Our church community has faced fiscal challenges in 2008 that 
has left us unable to pay five months of our tithes. We are still 
in a precarious situation as the economy has not yet fully made 
the turn toward recovery.  
 
Imago Dei MCC has been given an opportunity to lower our 
commitment to MCC for a brief period of time as we focus our 
energy on inviting in and retaining more people into the 
mission and ministry of Imago Dei MCC so that there are more 
persons invested in worship and giving (of time, talent, and 
financial treasures). 
 
It is critically important that each person who has a 
commitment to this church be present to learn and discern the 
direction our church takes toward fulfill ing our commitments to 
both God and MCC. 
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Tithing: Law of God  
or Gift of God? (Part I ) 

 
As Christians, we are called 
to give to God "what is 
right, not what is left," as 
the popular quote from a 
church marquee states. God 
calls us to offer our "first 
f ruit s," not the 
"leftovers." First fruits 
giving requires the 
theological premise 
that our possessions 
and assets ultimately 
belong to God. All 
that we have in life is a gift 
from God! Faith-fill ed, first 
f ruit s gi ving i s our 
opportunity to return to God 
a small portion of God's 
abundant blessing in our 
li ves. Moreover, these 
blessings are not limited to 
f i nanci al  asset s  or 
possessions. Most of us can 
examine our own lives and 
find numerous blessings, 
perhaps  even  some 
astounding miracles.  

In his sermon, "The Use of 
M oney," John Wesl ey 
preached about "earning all 
you can, saving all you can, 
and giving all you can." For 
Wesley, the tithe was not the 
ultimate goal of the Christian; 
it was the standard, the 
normative mark, the common 

denominator. Jesus' 
teaching and example 
urge us to examine our 
choices with all our 
possessions and assets, 
not just ten percent of 
them. Frankly, Jesus 

asked his disciples for one 
hundred percent commitment. 
In Holy Smoke: Whatever 
Happened to Tithing, authors 
J. Cli f Christopher and Herb 
Mather write: "God provided 
the tithe as a benchmark, to 
help us put God first in our 
lives . . . to help us put all else 
in proper perspective." 
 
Copyright 2008 David S. Bell . 
Used by permission. 
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The Hospitality Ministry is looking for folks who like to share! We 
need folks wil ling to commit as li ttle as a half hour of their time to 
help set up or clean up our Hospitality Hour after worship each 
Sunday.  Ideally candidates would adopt one Sunday per month to 
do both, but not necessarily. 

�

This important ministry provides time for Christian fellowship 
and relationship building in a safe and 
healthy environment, while providing 
sustenance for the body as well.   

�

If you are interested in helping out, or 
would like more information, please 
contact   Shel l y O'L eary at 
shellenaid@comcast.net / 609-927-5844 
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Have you been craving a way to share your creative you?  Are 
you looking to express your inner spirit and share your God 
given gifts with your worship community?  Is it time to let your 
inner       Insert Creative Talent Here        out?   
 

For the love of all things holy, let it out! 
 

Imago Dei Metropolitan Community Church is calling 
everyone with any sense of creative sensibility (or dream of 
creativity sensibil ity) to give the Gift That Keeps on Giving to 
our church on Sunday, April 5th, 2009.   
 

Palm Sunday is traditionally a day of celebration.  Let us come 
together this Palm Sunday in our own unique way and integrate 
our spirituality with our sexuali ty combining a free and artistic 
expression of our theme: 
�
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¨ Fine Artistes  
¨ Independent Song Writers  
¨ Thespians and Performance Artists  
¨ Ansel Adams and Stargazing Paparazzi 
¨ American Idols and Aspiring Karaoke Artists 
¨ Media Masters and Audio ~Visual Superstars  
¨ Dramatic Readers and Day Dream Believers 
¨ Flash Dancers and Liturgical Performers 
¨ Master Bakers and Betty Crock Pots 
¨ Stand Up or Sit Down Comedians 
¨ Ventriloquists 

 

Dig deep into your core, let the Spirit be your guide and create 
as you feel God move through you.  Think outside the box of 
where and how this may be presented.  We can experience your 
creation around church, outside church, during church, on the 
web, during hospitality, or with more forgotten Seuss 
references. 
 

Bring your pictures, paintings, humor, songs, words, thoughts, 
dreams, poetry, poetry in motion, tasty goodness, dreams in 
fruition and interpretation of Tearing down Walls and 
Building up Hope to church and let us all share together as a 
community the spirit we crave. 
 

Please submit your ideas by Sunday, March 1st, 2009 to:  
Michele Huber michelemhuber@gmail .com / 484-343-4995  
 

Actual submissions will be due on Sunday, March 8th (with 
the exception of food). All participants give Imago Dei MCC 
authorization to showcase submissions. 
 

If you have any questions or concerns whether an idea crosses 
any bounds or is too risqué, please contact Rev. Karla before 
editing your piece.  (revkarla@imagodeimcc.org) 
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If anyone has a prayer request during the week you 
may send your request to farsideprayer@aol.com. All 
prayer requests will be sent to people on the prayer 
chain. If you have any questions please contact Chuck 

Bickert at the above email address or after church. 
 

I f you would like to be a par t of the prayer chain, please 
send an email to Chuck Bickert at farsideprayer@aol.com.  
 

Farside also offers a resource called Tools for Meditation. Just 
go to www.imagodeimcc.org and in the Farside prayer Ministry 
page and click on the link at the bottom to download.  
 

Sacred Space is a new online resource to enable you to pray from 
home, work, or anywhere there is a computer. Just go to www.
imagodeimcc.org and at the bottom of the Farside Prayer Ministry 
page is a link that will take you to this wonderful resource.  
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Getting Ready to Play a New Note & Sing a New Song  

We wish to thank Deb Hoeksema for years of dedication and 
service to the music ministry of Imago Dei MCC; and wish her 
well on her three-month sabbatical. 

Rev. Karla will facilit ate the music ministry in the interim and 
is inviting you to consider being a part of the ministry in 
2009.  Come to the next special gathering of musicians and 
vocalists to discuss and discern the music ministry of 
Imago Dei MCC. 

 January 4th 12:30 to 2:30 
Large Meeting Room - Lower Level of the Church 
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Sund ay OUT  
MAY 3rd 

 
Are you willing to take a risk and reach OUT to GLBT 
folks who don’t know about a church that welcomes them 
for being both Queer & Christian? 
 
If so…see Rev. Karla before the month o f January is 
up! It is time to begin prayer-filled planning and 
preparation to reach out at Sunday OUT. Leaders, Co-
leaders and Team-members being recruited! 
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S unday Devotions 
cont i nues to 
explore the book 
c al l ed  T he 

Shack. 
What would it be like to 
spend a weekend with 
Papa, Jesus and Sarayu? 

The Shack is an easy read and a wonderful 
book; you could pick it up and join in the 
discussions! Copies are available at the church. 
Come live a weekend with God, with us. 
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Subscr ibe to the YES! Coali tion's News Email l ist: Visit 
http://www.yescoaliti onphil ly.org/news/ or send an email to 
news-subscribe@yescoaliti onphil ly.org. 
 
The Yes! Coaliti on is a diverse group of people who work 
together to say "Yes!" to celebrating faith, and  "Yes!" to 
affirming sexuality and gender expression... 
 
The Yes!Coaliti on serves the Greater Philadelphia area and is 
entirely volunteer-run. Check it out at yescoalationphil ly.org ! 
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with Rev. Kar la - Musings on Mission & Ministry 

Sunday, January 11:  
Hear ing the Voice of Justice  

12 PM in the sanctuary  
 
To keep the process of discerning God's will for Imago Dei 
MCC, once a month following worship Rev. Karla wil l 
facilit ate conversation amongst those who wish to muse upon 
the following: 

· Who are we?  
· How do we worship?  
· Where is to be our home base?  
· What is to be our focus inside and outside our 

church community?  
 
To help frame our discussions we will reflect upon the writings of 
Will & Lisa Samson in their book, Justice in the Burbs: Being the 
Hands of Jesus Wherever You Live (Baker Books, 2007). This 
month's reading is entitled: Hearing the Voice of Justice.  
 
Readings will be available to pick up at church, however if 
you wish to purchase your own copy, please go to our web 
page and click on Imago Dei MCC: Books. 
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To help fight off the winter's chill ,  lets get together  
and share our favorite cold-weather recipes for  

soup/bread, salad, entrees & desserts!  
 

Everyone is invited!  
Br ing along a fr iend!  

Unwind from the workweek  
with some good fellowship, food and fun! 

 
For more information, contact Tucker Hager at  
ath40dcnw@yahoo.com / 215-510-2038 (Cell ) 
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More in the February Image! 
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2008 financial crisis causing you to worry?  Crunched for 
Christmas shopping?  There is no shortage of information on the 
crucial matter of money in the Bible.  More than two thousand 
Scripture passages touch on the theme of money.  Jesus spoke 
about it frequently.  About two-thirds of Jesus’ parables make 
reference to our use of financial resources.  He often talked about 
these matters because he understood what was at stake.  He saw 
how easily our hearts would be led astray from pure devotion to 
God into areas of worry and even obsession over possessions. 
 
No matter what your circumstances – financial crisis or 
abundance - get ready to receive tangible help in this area by 
controlling your finances rather than allowing them to control you! 
 
Jan 7:  Discover three prominent cultural myths about money 
Jan 14:  Become closer to the Mind and Heart of God as 
earners, givers, and savers. 
Jan 21:  Discover who we are becoming as debtors. 
Jan 28:  Driving your stake lifestyle-wise 
Feb 4:  Proverbs 1:5 
Feb 11:  Choosing and setting up a record-keeping system 
Feb 18 :  Special Guest! 
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facilit ated by Rev. Karla 
Topics & Focus – the first hour is focused on discipleship and the 
second hour is focused on leading others.  If interested in attending, 
please contact Rev. Karla to receive a copy of the reading. 
January – Is Spiritual Formation Needed? 
February – Spiritual Formation of Christian Leaders in History 
March – The Main Thing: A Relationship with God 
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facilit ated by Rev. Karla 

Topics & Focus – the first hour is a closed session focused on 
discipleship; and the remaining time is an open session to which 
any person may attend allocated to the matters of the church. 
January – Special Session Board retreat (Jan 9th & Jan 11th) 
February – Why Integrity Matters? – Part One  
March – Why Integrity Matters? – Part Two 
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facilit ated by Rev. Karla 
 

The Power of Forgiveness originally aired on PBS as  
documentary and includes feature stories on the Amish, the 
9/11 tragedy, and peace-building in Northern Ireland, along 
with interviews with renowned Buddhist teacher Thich Nhat 
Hanh, Nobel Peace Laureate Elie Wiesel, best-sell ing authors 
Thomas Moore and Marianne Willi amson, and others.  This 
series explores the role of forgiveness holds in various faith 
traditions and examines how the scientific community is now 
measuring the physical and mental benefits of letting go of grief 
and resentment. 
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facil itated by Rev. Karla 
 
Does God really condemn loving homosexual relationships?  Is 
the chasm separating Christianity from gays and lesbians too 
wide to cross?  Is the Bible an excuse to hate?  These questions 
and more are answered in this award-winning documentary, 
which brilli antly reconciles homosexuali ty and Biblical 
scripture – and reveals that religious anti-gay bias is based 
almost solely upon a misinterpretation of the Bible. 
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The Worship Team is making an intentional invitation to all 
who see themselves as any part of the worship experience at 
Imago Dei and to those that would like to test the waters and, 
perhaps, just perhaps, in the future see themselves as part of the 
worship experience at Imago Dei.  
The Team's initial Fruitful Worship Gathering will t ake place in 
a two hour time from 7:00 -9:00 PM on Monday, January 
26th. The location will be in the Sanctuary of Imago Dei MCC. 
The time will be split into two themes. The first being 
Discipleship and the second being Apostleship.  
As we move from the Exodus church of the past to a revitalized 
and visionary church of The Acts at this gathering, and other 
venues, will both set the coarse and allow for all to provide 
some direction as to where we go in 2009, the next 5 years, and 
beyond that, in short, intermediate and long term direction.  
Please RSVP to Ed Verba, Assistant Worship Coordinator as to 
your abilit y to attend and participate in this event on January 
26,  at 7:00 PM in the Sanctuary of Imago Dei MCC. 
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I f you have any questions about the church's mission 
and ministry or if there is a new ministry you hope the 
church would consider, please contact Rev. Kar la at 
610-358-1716. 
 
I f any of the ministr ies li sted below interests you, 
please contact the ministry leader to learn more about 
a par ticular ministry and find out how you can be a 
par t of making things happen at Imago Dei MCC!   
�
�
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&RPPXQLFDWLRQV�0 LQLVWU\ ³ 3OHDVH�FRQWDFW�5HY��. DUOD�LI�
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��� � ������&KULVW LQH�. DQLFNL�� ����� � ��� � � � � � �

'RP HVWLF�$EXVH�3URMHFW�RI�0 HGLD�� � �
7HUUL�7DOERW�� ��� � � ���� �

)DFLOLWLHV�0D LQWHQDQFH�&RRUGLQDWRU�� � �
- LP�-RFKLPV�� �������� � � ���  

)DU�6LGH�3UD\HU�0 LQLVWU\� � &KXFN�%LFNHUW�� ���� � � � �� �

+,9� $ ,'6�0 LQLVWU\³ 1DQF\� : KLWWRQ�� ���� � ��� ��� �

+RVSLWDOLW\³ 9DFDQW�� �6 HH�5HY��. DUOD��

0 HPEHUVKLS�&ODVV�	�3ODFH�PLQLVWU\�� � �
'L DQH�3LHUFH�� ���� � ��� � � ��� �

0LGZHHN�5HIOHFWLRQV�� �$ OH[�0RUJDQ�� ��� � � ���� �

0X VLF�0 LQLVWU\�� � 6KHOO\��2
/HDU\�� ���� � �� � � ���� �

6PDOO�*URXSV�� � - LP�' D\� � ���� � ��� � ���� �

6WHZDUGVKLS�� � - LP� ' D\�� � ���� � ��� � ���� �

6XQGD\�' HYRWLRQV�� � &ROOHHQ�6WXSS\� � ���� � ��� � �

:HOFRPLQJ� 0 LQLVWU\�� � 9DFDQW�

�

,I�\RX�ZD QW�WR�JHW�LQYROYHG��SOHDVH�JLYH�WKHP�D�FDOO�RU�
VSHDN�WR�5HY��.DUOD��
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Join the spiritual drive for marriage equali ty at an Interfaith 
Breakfast on Thursday, February 12 at 7:30 am at the 
Willi am Way LGBT Community Center.  
 
Come hear keynote speaker Harry Knox discuss the spiritual 
movement for marriage equality nationwide.  
 
Learn why more than 4000 faith leaders have endorsed 
marriage equali ty and what you can do to provide support for 
lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender people whose lives are 
affected by the current policy debate about marriage.  
 
Knox is the former program director at Freedom to Marry and 
is now the director of the Religion and Faith Program at the 
Human Rights Campaign.  
 
Please note: we regret that this light kosher breakfast is not 
handicap accessible. 
 
Individual tickets are $35 by February 1st and $40 by February 
11th and you can purchase tickets online at www.waygay.org or 
by calling Candice Thompson at 215-732-2220. 
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The next Imago Dei Board of Directors 
Meeting will be held at 6:15 PM Monday, 
January 12 at the church. All are welcome to 
attend! For more information, see Rev. Karla 
or any Board member.  

6KVJGU�� 1 HHGTKPI U��� # VVGPFCPEG�
0 QXGODGT�� ���� �

��

Tithes & Offerings                                  $ 6,715.75   

In-Kind Donations                                  $ 228.30 

Building Fund                                          $ 25.00 

UFMCC 40th Anniversary (Youth)        $ 100.00 

Benevolence - Rev. Max                        $ 5.00 

November tithes paid to UFMCC          $ 902.73 

Five months tithes owed to UFMCC    $4,270.73 

Attendance                    148 / 5 services = 30 Avg./week 
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January 4th – Making Resolutions You Can Keep 
Ecclesiastes 3:1-13 
 
January 11th – A Baptismal Service: (re-) Dedicating Our 
L ives to Chr ist 2 Kings 5:1-17 
 
January 18th – Focus:  Week of Prayer for Chr istian Unity  
Service being prepared by Far Side Prayer Ministry 
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A call for submission of YOUR 
favorite scripture passages, sayings, 
quotes, prayers to be included in the 
next two sermon series: Tear ing 

Down Walls and Building Up Hope 
 
Please send in to Rev. Karla any materials that you would like 
to be considered in the liturgy, readings, and prayers of the 
community during worship from January 25th to March 29th.   
 
Any submission to be considered on any par ticular Sunday 
must be received four weeks in advance of consideration for 
use dur ing worship.   
 
For example:  if you have a favorite quote that you would like 
considered for use in worship on January 25th Rev. Karla must 
receive that submission no later than January 3rd. 
 
During the first sermon series various walls identified by the 
community will be addressed and reflected upon as we seek 
ways to tear down walls to build up hope. 
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January 25th –    Tiptoe Hospitali ty 
February 1st –     Rejecting Worship 
February 8th –    Undervaluing Faith Development 
February 15th –  Superficial Mission and Service 
February 22nd –  Taking from Generosity 
 

$$WWKNKNFFKKPPI�I� 77 R�R�** QQRRG�G�
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March 1st –        Radical Hospitali ty 
March 8th –        Passionate Worship 
March 15th –       Intentional Faith Development 
March 22nd –      Risk-Taking Mission and Service 
March 29th –       Extravagant Generosity 

Some of the Walls to be Torn Down 
 
1. The walls of a commitment  
2. The walls of invisibility 
3. The walls of community 
4. The walls of not socializing 
5. The wall of the "I" syndrome 
6. The walls of secrecy 
7. The walls of lost relationships 
8. The walls of abusing the environment 
9. The walls of not inviting 
10. The walls of judgmentalism 
11. The walls of unhealthy communication 
12. The walls of shame 
13. The walls of greed 
14. The walls of difference 
15. The walls of fear of prayer  
16. The walls to reading the Bible 

? 
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t o  pr o v i de  bo t h 
d i sc i p l esh i p  an d 
equipping to those who 
lead worship (see page 5 
for more details);  

[b] re-tooli ng the Music 
Ministry of Imago Dei 
M C C  w i t h  ne w 
musicians and regular 
small group gatherings 
that  wi l l  combi ne 
d i sc i p l esh i p  an d 
rehearsals for musicians 
and vocalists (see page 3 
for more details); and  

[c] c al l i n g  u pon  al l 
congregants to share in 
the creation of worship 
(see page 7 for more 
details). 

Passionate Worship and 
I n t e n t i o n a l  F a i t h 
Development have been 
integrated into the training 
and  devel opment  of 
musicians, vocali sts, and 
worship leaders through 
schedu l ed  t i mes  o f 
discipleship and relationship-
building with God, self, and 
each other. 
 What about the rest of the 
congregation? Imago Dei 
MCC has and will remain 
committed to “equipping the 
saints for ministry” by 
off ering numerous small 
group experiences. In the first 
quarter of 2009, we will have 
the following opportunities 
available to every person who 
wishes to participate in a 
small group: F inancial 
Freedom is a seven week 
group that will be followed by 
both  The Power  of 
Forgiveness and For the 
Bible Told Me So (See page 5 
for more details). Rev. Karla 
has started a new monthly 
group that will meet after 
worship on second Sundays 
for persons who wish to 

discern God’s direction in 
their life and the life of our 
church. It is called Table 
Talk (See page 4 for details). 
Rev. Karla will continue to 
facilitate the monthly LEAD 
Like Jesus small group; and 
in late March our church will 
have our second annual off-
site overnight church 
retreat. 
There is some movement 
toward expanding upon our 
church’s understanding and 
embodiment of Radical 
Hospitality through the 
formation of a new ministry 
team: The Events Ministry 
Team will focus on 
coordinating monthly to bi-
monthly social events that 
have a purpose in building 
relationship among the folks 
who call Imago Dei MCC 
“my church.” If you would 
like to learn more about the 
Events Ministry Team, 
please check in with Rev. 
Karla and she will direct 
you to the point person for 
the newly forming team of 
2009. The Hospitali ty 
Ministry of the church stil l 
needs a team leader and 
more support for the Sunday 
post-worship fell owship 
time that is so important to 
our community. If you 
would like to learn more, 
please ask to speak with 
Rev. Karla. 
Extravagant Generosity 
and Risk-Taking Mission 
and Service are two areas in 
the life of this congregation 
that require further study 
and discernment for our 
church community to more 
fully understand and be 
willing to invest in these 
vitally important areas of 
what makes for a healthy, 
growing church. If you have 
ideas or questions on either 
of these vital areas, please 
ask to speak with Rev. 
Karla or Jim Day (re: 
Extravagant Generosity). 

Brothers and Sisters in 
Christ -  
 
As part of its commitment to 
transparency, the Board of 
Administration (BOA) wants 
to ensure that you are aware 
of the major financial 
chal l enge the  M CC 
Movement is facing. On 
December 3, you received a 
comprehensive update from 
the Executive Director. Now 
that the BOA has adopted a 
2009 budget, we ask you to 
r ead  t hi s  one-page 
supplement.  
 
With the onset of a global 
financial recession, tithe 
payments to the MCC 
Movement from our member 
Churches have plummeted, 
from an average of $185,000 
per month in the first seven 
months of 2008 to $126,000 
in the last five months - a 
sudden drop of 32%!  
 
Currently, member Churches 
are behind on $260,000 in 
tithes payable. This shortfall 
has had a devastating impact. 
Three times in the last six 
months, the BOA has had to 
dip into endowment reserves 
to avoid default on current 
obligations. Simultaneously, 
stock and bond markets have 
collapsed, causing the same 
types of losses in our 
endowment accounts as many 
individuals have experienced 
in their retirement accounts. 
Market losses, coupled with 
the  above-ment i oned 
withdrawals, have slashed the 
value of MCC's endowment 
from $2 million to $1.3 
mil lion. Although some of 
this value wil l be recouped 
when the financial markets 
recover, that could take years.  
 

As a result, the BOA has taken 
draconian measures to reduce 
the 2009 budget. Three staff 
positions have been eliminated 
and one Elder position remains 
vacant. Staff have taken across-
the-board cuts in either pay or 
hours. Travel budgets have 
been slashed. Many vital 
ministry initiatives are being 
deferred. Altogether, the 2009 
base budget of $2.7 million is 
about $300,000 less than year's 
budget. Any spending above 
this base amount wil l depend 
on actual receipt of funds in 
excess of base projections. To 
view a copy of the budget, 
please go to: http://www.
m c c ch u r c h . o r g / b o a /
F i nanc i al s/ 20 08 / 20 09 
BudgetApproved.pdf  
 
If tithe receipts remain 
depressed over the next few 
weeks, the BOA wil l be forced 
to make even deeper cuts. All 
of this comes on top of five 
years of steady cuts to keep 
pace with scheduled tithe 
reductions. Our 2009 budget is 
almost $1 mil lion lower than 
our 2005 budget. In four short 
years, we have gone from $3.6 
mil lion per year to $2.7 million.  
 
The BOA is determined to do 
whatever it takes to ensure 
expenses and income match. 
But we want our constituents to 
know that all these cuts are 
seriously hampering our 
denomination's abi li ty to 
deliver resources to Churches 
and minister to a hurting world. 
 
We humbly ask every MCC 
Church to do whatever it can to 
honor our mutual tithe covenant 
in timely fashion. We also 
believe the 2010 General 
Conference will need to have 
an intentional discussion about 

(See "BOA,"  continued on page 9) 
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2008 marked the first year of 
mandatory recycling in our 
church’s history, and a series 
of six Image articles that 
sought to i nform our 
congregation about the Three 
Rs of  Env i ronmental 
Stewardship: Reduce, Re-use, 
and Recycle. I hope you had a 
chance to read them all; if not, 
they are available on the 
Resources page of our 
website at imagodeimcc.org 
(In the April and July through 
November issues). 
 
In a nutshell , the articles 
espoused taking our God-
given roles as stewards of the 
earth (Genesis 26) to heart by 
increasing our knowledge and 
awareness of our limited 
planetary resources, our 
consumption habits, our 
methods of disposal, and the 
consequences of all of our 
actions.  
 
The final R in our mnifty 
mnemonic is Recycling, and it 
is somehow fitting that we 
revisit this topic as the earth 
begins a new orbit around the 
sun. January is thus named 
after Janus, the god of new 
beginnings, and recycling 
gives new beginnings to much 
of the waste we create.  
 
As markets for recycled 
materials have developed and 
processing technologies have 
i mproved, the l i st of 
recyclable materials has 
dwarfed the do-not-recycle 
list. So instead of letting you 
know what you can recycle at 
Imago Dei MCC, here is a 
short list of what cannot 
currently be recycled and 
must go into the trash can / 
landfill . 
 
¨ Soft paper goods, e.g., 

paper towels, napkins 

and tissues 
¨ Paper goods soiled by 

food or beverages, e.g., 
paper plates and cups  

¨ Plastic knives, forks, 
spoons, stirrer s 

¨ Leftover / unwanted 
f o o d  ( A F T E R 
attempting to find it a 
good home) 

¨ Plast ics wi th no 
embossed recycli ng 
number  

¨ Styrofoam products 
¨ Waxed products 
¨ Used aluminum foil 
¨ L ight bulbs 
¨ Plastic bags (Please 

place all clean plastic 
bags and wrappers in 
the marked box in the 
kitchen) 

¨ V eget at i ve wast e 
(Please place in the 
marked bin by the 
microwave oven for 
composting) 

 
That’s about it. As long as 
it’s clean, everything else 
can now be recycled, and in 
2009, new technologies 
have enabled single stream 
recycling, meaning there is 
no longer any need to 
separate any of the 
recyclable materials. Paper 
and cardboard can now be 
mi xed i n wi th the 
aluminum, plastic and glass. 
 
We ask only that you take 
care not to place any 
unwanted food and 
especially beverages in the 
recycl i ng cont ai ners. 
Church volunteers stil l 
have to transpor t the 
materials to the recycling 
facili ty, and we need to 
minimize the risk of leaks / 
stains in our vehicles.  
 
If you can’t finish your 

beverage, please go back to 
the kitchen and either 
place the can/cup/bott le in 
the sink for the hospitality 
team to process, or pour it 
all down the drain and 
rinse with a li tt le water 
before placing it in the 
recycling can.  
 
Since the materials are 
c o mp ac t ed  du r i n g 
processing, it is preferred 
that lids are removed from 
screw-cap bottles. 
 
We thank you for your 
continuing eff orts to 
reduce, re-use and recycle 
everything you can. It all 
adds up. 
 
For more information, or if 
you’d like to help out with 
t he  En v i r onment al 
Stewardship program at 
Imago Dei MCC, please 
contact Shelly O’Leary at 
shellenaid@comcast.net / 
609-927-5844. 
 
Coming in 2009! (Don’t 
throw these materials out 
yet!) 
¨ R i g i d  p l a st i c s 

recycling day 
¨ TV and electronic 

equipment recycling 
day 

¨ “ Pedals for Progress” 
bicycle recycling day 

 
And don’ t forget to bring in 
all of your used pr inter 
car tr idges, cell phones, 
and PDAs and place them 
in the box in the rear of the 
sanctuary for recycling, 
too! 
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Silent Auction ~ Balloons ~ 

Punch ~ Dancing 
Please See Rev. K. for tickets 
 
http://f i rstfai rtradetownusa.
org/ 
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BOA (Continued from p.  8) 

what level of funding it 
believes is necessary to sustain 
a viable denominational 
movement. Further substantial 
cuts are not possible without 
fundamentally altering our 
f i nanci al  mo del  and 
organization.  
 
If you have comments, please 
s e n d  t h e m  t o 
pastorjeff@jesusmcc.org, and I 
wil l be happy to forward them 
to the full BOA, as well as the 
Executive Director and 
Moderator.  
 
On behalf of the BOA,  
Rev. Jeff Miner, Chair 
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Sunday – 9:30 to 3:30 
Monday – 12:30 to 9:30*  
Tuesday – OFF 
Wednesday – 12:30 to 9:30* 
Thursday – 9:30 to 3:30  
(sermon preparation day) 
Fr iday – OFF 
Saturday – OFF 

T o  sc h e d u l e  an 
appointment, please call the 
off ice at (610) 358-1716. 
 
* Rev. Karla facili tates 
w e e k l y  s m a l l 
programmi ng at the 
church Monday and 
Wednesday eveni ngs. 
Please visit the church 

web site or read the Image 
f o r  u p - t o - d a t e 
programming content and 
schedules. 
 
(Due to ongoing budget 
restraints, Rev. Karla is 
currently employed at ¾ 
time with our church) 
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many have intentionally been 
asking of God: how will we 
be Christ’s community in 
2009? 
 
If you take the time to read all 
of the January Image of 2009 
you wil l begin to see how we 
are beginning to discern 
where the Holy Spirit is 
leading us, how Jesus is 
shaping us, and why God is 
asking us to join with Christ 
and Community to tear down 
walls and build up hope. 
 
There are many walls that 
keep us separated from the 
love of God, from embracing 
ourselves, and celebrating life 
with one another.  Jesus came 
to show us how to tear down 
the walls; and Imago Dei 
MCC is committed to joining 
with Christ to do just that! 
 
Those who join together and 
call themselves Imago Dei 
MCC are on a journey; and 
our journey is to build up 
hope. 
 
Those who have invested in 
their relationship with God 
and fellow church folk by 
sharing their time, talents, and 
financial treasures are seeing 
lives changed for the better, 
beginning with their own and 
expanding into our larger 
community. 
 
We are on a journey to tear 
down the walls that divide us 

HOPE (Continued from p. 1) 

Literally and metaphorically, 
our location to which we gather 
and call ourselves church, is a 
“destination location” for most 
people.   
 
We journey to come together to 
take a journey together with God. 
 
The question many of us have 
had during the past year is: where 
is God leading us in 2009? 
 
We ask the quest i on 
intentionally seeking to discern 
God’s will and God’s way in 
our personal and corporate 
lives.  This is not an easy task 
because being in community is 
no easy process.   
 
To be in community means to 
be humble and open, seeking 
healing and wholeness, praying 
often and learning to love self 
and others with authenticity and 
integrity.   
 
To be in community in our 
culture – queer and otherwise – 
is no easy task because many 
people react toward one another 
from a wounded place rather 
than reflect together seeking 
healing space. 
 
Imago Dei MCC seeks to be 
different from our culture – 
queer and otherwise – by 
seeking to follow Jesus, which 
leads us to the next question 

from God and each other. 
 
We are on a journey to build 
up the hope that brings people 
together to celebrate and to 
serve. 
 
We may be journeying to a 
new location this calendar 
year, but before any hasty 
decisions are made, we are 
choosing to be still and know 
God.  You wil l hear often our 
chur ch’ s  pr ayer  of 
discernment (See column 4 ).  
 
We are choosing to be a 
fruitful congregation – pun 
intended!  How so, you may 
be asking?  Read the article 
entit led Five Fruit ful 
Practices of Congregations 
[page 1] to learn more about 
our fruitfulness journey. 
 
We are choosing to take a 
journey – out of the old story 
we lived under, the Exodus 
narrative of “escaping hell 
and slavery” - to enter into a 
new story to live under, our 
Acts 2  narrative of “seeking 
heaven and wholeness with 
community.”   
 
What do I mean by that last 
statement?  Come to church 
to find out. 
 
This is a new year – make a 
resolution that if kept will 
change your life – join Imago 
Dei MCC in the journey! 
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"As a deer longs for 
flowing streams, so 
my soul longs for 
you, O God.  My 
soul thirsts for God, 
for the living God.  
When shall I come 
and behold the face 
of God?" (Psalm 
42:1-2)  
 
Join us to encounter rest, renewal and play.  Experience how to 
allow God to nurture your soul and choose to enter places and 
times apart from busyness and distraction: 
 

ƒ�� Receiving through letting go  
ƒ�� Hearing through silence  
ƒ�� Advancing by retreat  
ƒ�� Acting on God's behalf by resting  
ƒ�� Going away to become more present  
ƒ�� Finding abundance in producing less  

 

The Imago Dei MCC Spiritual Renewal Retreat will be held at 
this conference and retreat facili ty nestled in the rolli ng hil ls of 
Berks County. The charge for this retreat is $125.  Simply 
complete the registration form below and drop it in the offering 
basket or stewardship box by March 1, 2009.  Space is limited.  
For additional information, contact Jim Day at (484) 840-2680.  
Scholarships are available by contacting Reverend Fleshman. 

 
Keep this portion for your records  

 
--  -  -  -  -  -  Clip/Tear Here --  -  -  -  -  -  -  
 
Place this portion in the Offering Basket 

or Stewardship Box  
 

Spir itual Renewal Retreat 
March 27-29, 2009 

‰� Yes!  Sign me up! 
 

‰� Maybe, call me and let’s discuss 
 
Name:    ____________________________________________ 
 
Phone:   ____________________________________________ 
 
Best time to call: _____________________________________ 
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reawakening things from 
our past. When that happens 
we must let go of the past so 
we can move on to a better 
future. 
This may be hard to 
understand but when the 
past comes into the present 
that is God trying to help us 
heal, help us grow and help 
us move on. If we never let 
go of the past we are then 
letting past events, people 
and circumstances control 
us. If we allow this then we 
will never be able to fulfil l 
the work God has given us 
to do.  
There is a story of a man 
who was walking in 
unfamili ar woods. As he 
walked he came too close to 
the edge of a cli ff and 
slipped. While he was 
fall ing he was able to grab a 
tree root and he held on 
tight for if not he would 
have fallen to his death.  
As the man looked up he 
saw that there was an angel 
with him. The angel asked 
the man if he believed he 
could help him. The man 
said “Yes.” The angel asked 
him if he believed I would  
help hi m. The man 
answered “Yes.” The angel 
then told the man to “Let 
go." 

A  New Year is upon 
us, a time to let go 
of the past and 
start over if we 

choose. There is a saying that 
the way your house looks on 
New Years day is the way it 
will look the rest of the year. 
So immediately on the twenty 
sixth of December I start 
cleaning. This does two 
things, first it gets the house 
clean. I also go through 
drawers and closets, where I 
have kept things for years in 
some cases. I of course clean 
out those areas as well , which 
means I’ m finally letting go 
of the past. This allows me to 
start fresh without so much of 
the baggage going with me.  
I realize that this seems 
simple and it is a simple way 
to start. What I haven’ t told 
you is that some of the items I 
finally got rid of were over 
ten years old. The rest of them 
were more recent. Ten or 
more years is a long time to 
be holding on to things that 
you don’ t need. 
I’ m sure like me everyone has 
things they need to let go of. 
That in itself can be hard, but 
there are times the pain is 
easier to deal with than the 
fear of something new. God is 
always steering us in new 
directions and sometimes 
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Rev. Kar la gets into the spir it of Chr istmas  
with the gift of laughter. 



At the same time we 
have been evaluating 
the need to invigorate 
and, in some cases, 
reinvent the process 
whereby peopl e 
discern a call to lay 
m i n i st r y  an d 
leadership within local 
churches and on the 

Board of Administration, Board 
of Elders, the Lay Ministry 
Council and other leadership 
roles within our denomination. 
Surveys of clergy and lay leaders 
indicate that adult spiritual 
formation and deepening 
involvement and engagement are 
key priorities for local churches. 
To meet that need, we have been 
introducing tools for adult 
spiritual formation such as 
Creating a Life that Matters 
and portions of the curriculum 
for Would Jesus Discriminate? 
and the new Uncommon Hope 
curriculum which will release in 
late January 2009. 
We believe that we need to 
develop many more robust 
offerings for local churches and 
be prepared to regularly upgrade 
these. This requires focus and 
staffing at enhanced levels over 
the past. The Board of 
Administration and Board of 
Elders agreed to create new full-
time and half-time staff positions 
at the August meeting in 
Guadalajara. Job descriptions 
were created and announced via 
website and e-mail. We were 
fortunate to receive a large group 
of qualified candidates for both 
of these positions and to 
ultimately select Rev. Dr. Mona 
West for the DFLD role.  
I hope you will please take a 
moment and welcome her and 
pray for all of us as we begin this 
new work together. 
 
Blessings and Peace, 
Rev. Dr. Cindi Love 
Executive Director 

Dear Friends and 
Members of MCC: 
We are pleased to 
announce the full-
time appointment of 
Rev. Dr. Mona West 
as the new Director 
of Formation and 
L e a d e r s h i p 
D ev e l o p m en t 
(DFLD) for MCC worldwide. 
This position is new to our 
movement and ministry and 
the team supporting this role is 
new as well. The DFLD 
position incorporates part of the 
former Office of Clergy 
Development positions held by 
Rev. Elder Jim Mitulski and 
Rev. Robert Griffin. All 
inquiries regarding the former 
Office of Clergy Development 
including all student related 
matters should now come to 
RevMonaWest@MCCchurch.
net. You can also call 1-866-
HOPEMCC for questions. 
When the General Conference 
set Strategic Direction for 
MCC in 2005, several key 
areas were identified including 
development of the next 
generation of far-reaching 
spiritual activists as well as the 
development and support of 
existing leaders within our 
local churches, both lay and 
clergy. We have been phasing 
in implementation of new 
resources for these areas since 
early 2005. 
Many of you are aware that we 
have been engaged in a three-
year process to transition to the 
new REVM based system for 
discernment of call to 
professional ministry as clergy. 
Extensive work has been done 
to create a comprehensive 
cohort-based system in the 
United States, Africa, Australia 
and Europe. We have doubled 
the number of seminaries and 
higher education alli ances that 
are affirming of our students.  

Rev. Dr. Mona West 
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Fundamentalists frequently 
send "enforcers" to keep sexual 
minorities in the closet, or 
worst yet, "eliminate" them 
completely. I t is not 
uncommon for a lesbian to be 
raped by the enforcers or for a 
gay man to be beaten and 
tortured. Consequently, many 
gay men end up marrying 
women, or in some rare cases, 
gay men marry lesbians.  
 
Lesbians are often referred to 
as "those who wish not to 
marry" and are left with litt le 
economic alternatives in a 
patriarchal world. This is why 
MCC wants to partner up with 
CARE Pakistan, to offer 
training for women to become 
self-sufficient and to provide a 
safe environment for lesbians 
to learn a marketable trade. 
 
USD$1,500 would be able to 
sponsor the vocational training 
for one lesbian. API has a goal 
of training three women. Please 
e-mail Stedney Phillips at 
StedneyPhillips@MCCchurch.
net to make a commitment 
today. 
 

Did you know there are now two 
MCC churches in the 
Philippines? The original Manila 
church was affili ated in 1991 
(now known as Makati) and is 
currently pastored by Regen 
Luna. Two years ago, a satellit e 
branch was planted in Quezon 
City. This church is currently 
pastored by Rev. Ceejay 
Agbayani, and under his 
leadership the church has grown 
tremendously! Rev. Elder Ken 
Martin and Rev. Dr. Jonipher 
Kwong attended the affili ation 
service and Rev. Agbayani's 
ordination on Sept. 14.  
 
The current needs in the 
Philippines are: 1) Consistent 
meeting location for MCC 
Philippines - Quezon City (the 
church has been moving weekly 
according to free spaces provided 
by the government) 2) Subsidy 
for Rev. Agbayani's salary (it is 
currently below livable wages, 
even for the Philippines). We 
also need help sending MCC 
Philippines -- Makati pastoral 
leader Regen Luna to Union 
Theological Seminary in the 
Philippines. A scholarship fund is 
also being established. Please let 
Stedney Phill ips know if 
you are willi ng to partner 
with API to make these 
dreams a reality. 
 
While most LGBT people 
enjoy relative freedom in 
North America, Europe, 
and Australi a/New 
Zealand, queer people 
literally have to live in fear 
that their lives would be in 
danger just by stepping 
outside the door. Islamic 

The API Team: Rev. Elder Ken 
M ar tin, Rev. Ed Paul, Stedney 
Philli ps, Rev. Dr . Jonipher Kwong.  
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PREFERRED 

 
Buyer Agent 
Seller Agent 

   

Helping  
Real People  

with Real Estate 
 

 Mike Smith  
Realtor/Notary 
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Geriatric Care Management Specialists 

Long Term Care Planning and Assessment 
Monitor Client Care 

24-Hour On-Call Service 
Contact SCP at 610.565.5588 or 
Sbrown@seniorcareofpa.com 
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A local organization where our community 
comes together to socialize.   

 

Covered dish gatherings are held monthly. 
 

Annual dues - $10.00 (single) or $15.00 (couple) 
 

For membership information contact  
Jim at (610) 431-0269, JEY1114@aol.com 

 

 I M A G E   
D E A D L I N E !  

 

DEADLINE  
FOR THE  

FEBRUARY 
IMAGE:  

 
10 PM TUESDAY, JAN 27th 

 

Please address all submissions to Shelly at 
shellenaid@comcast.net 

EVERYTHING  
you recycle today  
is a gift t o future 

generations. 
 

Recycling is mandatory 
in Edgmont Township, 

so p lease take a 
second o r two to make 

sure you direct your 
used beverage 

containers into on e of 
our recycling b ins.  

 
  

THANKS FOR 
RECYCLING THIS 

NEWSLETTER 
 

(At the 
Usher 

Station)
�� ��
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Your Board of Directors last 
met on December 16th, joined 
by members-elect Jennifer 
Huber and  Alex Morgan.  

Minutes  of the December 
meeting are  available in the 
Large Conference Room.  
Contact Colleen Stuppy for 
more information. 

The next meeting will be held 
on Monday , January 12, at 
6:15 PM.  
A ll are 
welcome to 
attend. 
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Tell us how you feel about 
Imago Dei by fil ling out the 
I m a g o  D e i  M C C 
Congregational survey!  
 
The purpose of the survey is to 
get your opinions on different 
aspects of the church. Imago Dei 
is entering a new phase of our 
history, and the Board of Directors wants to know your ideas 
on what works and what needs work. We want to hear from 
both current and previous attendees, and from first-time visitors 
and long-term members (and everyone in between).  
 
The survey has 25 questions and should take less than 10 
minutes to complete. Your input will help the board plan and 
set goals for the upcoming year. It is important that you 
respond openly and honestly to the survey for accurate results, 
so your responses are confidential and the survey is being 
hosted at an independent web site. 
 
The survey is available star ting January 5th and you can 
access it by navigating to http://www.surveygizmo.com/
s/86735/idmccsurvey. 
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Rev. Karla Fleshman, Pastor 
Phone: (610) 358-1716 
Email: RevKarla@ImagoDeiMCC.org 

:::
�,0

$
*

2
'

(
,0

&
&

�2
5

*
 

22XXU�U�00 LLVVVVLLRRQQ����
�

Imago Dei Metropoli tan Community Church offers spiritual growth  
and Christ-centered worship to the Rainbow Community preparing people to  
share their God-given time, talent, and treasures with our church and world.  

Location: 
1223 Middletown Rd 
Glen Mil ls, PA 19342 
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The Power of Story: Rewrite 
Your Destiny in Business 
and in Lifeby Jim Loehr  
 
What stories do you tell 
yourself about your life? 
That you must spend every 
waking hour at the office? 
That you have no time for 
exerci se?  That  sel f -
fulfillment is an impossible 
dream? If this is your 
internal dialogue, then you 
should not be surprised if it 
is also your external reali ty. 
Acclai med performance 
psychologist Jim Loehr 
spells out a program that wil l 
enable you to discard your 
old negative stories and develop new positive ones that wil l 
make your life better. 
  
For more information about this book or to order a copy from 
Amazon.com, go to http://www.imagodeimcc.org/books/
coming_out/ on the Imago Dei MCC website.  You'll be sent 
to Amazon.com, where you can complete the transaction.  
Amazon takes the order, and is responsible for billi ng and 
shipping.  Imago Dei MCC receives a small commission on 
each sale to maintain a safe and clean worship environment. 
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