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IMAGO DEI MCC
BOARD OF DIRECTORS
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etropolitan
Community
Churches has

Pastor/M oderator \
Rev. Karla Fleshman . been n
i existence for over 40 yeas
Vice-Moderator now!
Alex Morgan
Trecsurer . What started with twelve
Clerk Shelly O'Leay|  inquistive people in the

Jennifer Lawrow

living room of one brave
and faithful prophet is now
a global movement for

Building Liaison jusiice ad liberation that
ColleenSppy | chooses to embody  the
principals and pradices of
Jesus by being the Body of
Lay Delegate _ _ Christ known as church.
Diane Pierce

Hundreds of thousands have
come to know the love of
God through the misson
and ministry of MCC!

Imago Dei MCC has now
been in existence for over
eight yeas with seven
including worship!

What started with twenty
inquisitive people in the
fellowship hall of the only
welcoming congregation in
Delaware County (at the
time) is now a worshiping
community that choaoses to
embody the principals and

pradices of Jesus by being the
Body of Christ to our larger
community.

Thousands have @me to
know the love of God through
the mission and ministry of
Imago Dei MCC!

Our church members and
friends live in three sates; and
the persons who choose to
drive past hundreds of other
churches every time they make
their way to Imago D&l know
that there is ©mething special
about our church—our peaple.
(See"HOPE" on page 10)
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Imago Dei MCC will focus =h
upon five "fruitful pradices' in 2009

[1] Passonate Wor ship

[2] Intentional Faith Development
[3] Radical Hospitality

[4] Extravagant Generosity

[5] Risk-Taking Misson and Service

We begin with our church's focus on passonate worship in the
first quarter of 2009 ly:

[a] Launching a monthly Fruitful Worship small group
gathering the fourth Monday of the month from 7 to 9 PM

(See" FRUITFUL" on page 8)
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Purpose: to discussand VOTE upon aspeda Tithe Agreement
with Metropditan Community Churches.

Our church community has faced fiscd challenges in 2008that
has left us unable to pay five months of our tithes. We ae still
in a precaious stuation as the emnomy has not yet fully made
the turn toward recovery.

Imago Dei MCC has been given an oppatunity to lower our
commitment to MCC for a brief period d time a we focus our
energy on inviting in and retaining more people into the
mission and ministry of Imago Dei MCC so that there ae more
persons invested in worship and giving (of time, talent, and
financial treasures).

It is criticdly important that each person who has a
commitment to this church be present to lean and discern the
diredion our church takes toward fulfilling our commitments to
both God and MCC.
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Have you been craving a way to share your credive you? Are
you looking to express your inner spirit and share your God
given gftswith your worship community? Isit time to let your
inner ___Insert Creative Talent Here out?

For thelove of all things haly, let it out!

Imago Del Metropditan Community Church is cdling
everyone with any sense of credive sensibility (or dream of
credivity sensibility) to give the Gift That Keeps on Giving to
our church on Sunday, April 5™, 2009.

Palm Sunday is traditionally a day of ceebration. Let us come
together this Palm Sunday in our own urique way and integrate
our spirituality with our sexuality combining a freeand artistic
expresson of our theme;
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Fine Artistes

Independent Song Writers

Thespians and Performance Artists

Ansel Adams and Stargazng Paparaza
American lddls and Aspiring Karaoke Artists
Media Masters and Audio ~Visual Superstars
Dramatic Realers and Day Dream Believers
Flash Dancers and Liturgicd Performers
Master Bakers and Betty Crock Pots

Stand Up or Sit Down Comedians
Ventriloquists

Dig deep into your core, let the Spirit be your guide and creae
as you feel God move through you. Think outside the box of
where and how this may be presented. We can experience your
cregion around church, outside church, during church, on the
web, during tospitality, or with more forgotten Seuss
references.

Bring your pictures, paintings, humor, songs, words, thoughts,
dreams, poetry, poetry in motion, tasty goodness dreams in
fruition and interpretation of Tearing down Walls and
Building up Hope to church and let us all share together as a
community the spirit we aave.

Please submit your ideas by Sunday, March 1st, 2009 to:
Michele Huber michelemhuber@gmail .com / 484-34349%

Actual submissions will be due on Sunday, March 8th (with
the exception of food). All participants give Imago Dei MCC
authorization to showcase submissions.

If you have any questions or concerns whether an idea cosses
any bounds or is too risqué, plesse mntad Rev. Karla before
editing your piece (revkarla@imagodeimcc.org)
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Tithing: Law of God
or Gift of God? (Part I)

As Chrigtians, we ae cdled
to give to God "what is
right, not what is left,” as
the popular quote from a
church marquee states. God
cdls us to dfer our "firg
fruits,” not the
"leftovers." First fruits
giving requires the
theologicd  premise

that our possessons

and assts ultimately
belong to God. All

that we have in life is a gift
from God! Faith-fill ed, first
fruits giving is our
opportunity to return to God
a smal portion of Gods
abundant blessng in our
lives. Moreover, these
blessngs are not limited to
financial assets or
posessons. Most of us can
examine our own lives and
find numerous blessings,
perhaps even some
astounding mirades.

In his £rmon, "The Use of
Money," John Wesley
preaced about "earning all
you can, saving al you can,
and giving al you can." For
Wesley, the tithe was not the
ultimate goal of the Christian;
it was the standard, the
normative mark, the common
denominator.  Jesus
teating and example
urge us to examine our
choices with al our
posessons and assets,
not just ten percent of
them. Frankly, Jesus
asked his disciples for one
hundred percent commitment.
In Holy Smoke: Whatever
Happened to Tithing, authors
J. Clif Christopher and Herb
Mather write: "God provided
the tithe as a benchmark, to
help us put God first in our
lives. . .tohelpusputal else
in proper perspedive.”

Copyright 2008David S Bell.
Used by permisson.
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The Hospitality Ministry islooking for folkswholike to share! We
need folks wil ling to commit as little as a half hour of their time to
help set up o clean wp our Hospitality Hour after worship each
Sunday. Idedly candidates would adapt one Sunday per month to
do bdh, but not necessarily.

This important ministry provides time for Christian fellowship
and relationship huilding in a safe and
hedthy environment, while providing
sustenancefor the body as well.

If you are interested in helping out, or
would like more information, please((
contact Shelly O'Leary at
shell enaild@comcast.net / 609-927-5844
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Sunday OUT
MAY 3rd

Are you willing to take a risk and reach OUT to GLBT
folks who don’t know about a church that welcomes them
for being both Queer & Christian?

If so...see Rev. Karla before the month of January is
up! It is time to begin prayer-filled planning and
preparation to reach out at Sunday OUT. Leaders, Co-
leaders and Team-members being recruited!
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Getting Ready to Play a New Note & Sing aNew Song

We wish to thank Deb Hoeksema for yeas of dedicaion and
service to the music ministry of Imago Dei MCC; and wish her
well on her threemonth sabbaticd.

Rev. Karla will facilitate the music ministry in the interim and
is inviting you to consider being a part of the ministry in
2009 Come to the next speda gathering of musicians and
vocdists to discuss and dscern the music ministry of
Imago Dei MCC.

January 4th 12:30to 230

Large Meding Room - Lower Level of the Church
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V If anyone has a prayer request during the week you
may send your request to farsideprayer@aol.com. All
prayer requests will be sent to people on the prayer
chain. If you have any questions please mntact Chuck
Bickert at the @ove amail addressor after church.

If you would like to be a part of the prayer chain, please
send an email to Chuck Bickert at farsideprayer@aal.com.

Farside dso dffersaresource cdled Todls for Meditation. Just
go to www.imagodeimcc.org and in the Farside prayer Ministry
page and click on thelink at the bottom to download.

Sacred Spaceisanew online resourceto enable you to pray from
home, work, or anywhere there is a computer. Just go to www.
imagodeimcc.org and at the bottom of the Farside Prayer Ministry
pageisalink that will take you to thiswonderful resource
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To help fight off the winter's chill, lets get together
and share our favorite cold-weather redpes for
soup/bread, salad, entrees & desserts!

Everyoneisinvited!
Bring adong afriend!
Unwind from the wor kweek
with some goad fellowship, food and fun!

For more information, contad Tucker Hager at
ath40dcnw@yahoo.com / 215-510-2038(Cell)

nday Devotions
continues to
plore the bodk
called The
Shack.
What would it be like to
spend a weekend with
Papa, Jesus and Sarayu?
The Shack is an easy read and a wonderful
bodk; you could pick it up and join in the
discussions! Copies are available & the church.
Come live aweekend with God, with us.
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More in the February I mage!
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Subscribe to the YES! Coalition's News Email list: Visit
http://www.yescoaliti onphil ly.org/news/ or send an email to
news-subscribe@yescodliti onphil ly.org.

The Yes! Codlition is a diverse group of people who work
together to say "Yesl" to celebrating faith, and "Yes" to
affirming sexuality and gender expresson...

The Yes!Codliti on serves the Greaer Philadelphia aeaand is
entirely voluntee-run. Check it out at yescoal ationphil ly.org !
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with Rev. Karla - Musingson Misgon & Ministry
Sunday, January 11:
Hearing the Voiceof Justice
12PM in the sanctuary

To keep the process of discerning God's will for Imago Dei
MCC, once a month following worship Rev. Karla will
fadlitate conversation amongst those who wish to muse upon
the foll owing:
- Who arewe?

How do we worship?

Whereisto be our home base?

What is to be our focus inside and outside our

church community?

To help frame our discussons we will reflect upon the writings of
Will & Lisa Samson in their book, Justicein the Burbs: Being the
Hands of Jesus Wherever You Live (Baker Books, 2007). This
month's reading is entitled: Hearing the VVoice of Justice

Readings will be available to pick up at church, however if
you wish to purchase your own copy, please go to our web
page and click on ImagoDei M CC: Books.
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2008 financid crisis causing you to worry? Crunched for
Christmas shopping? There is no shortage of information on the
cruciad matter of money in the Bible. More than two thousand
Scripture passages touch on the theme of money. Jesus spoke
abou it frequently. About two-thirds of Jesus parables make
reference to our use of financia resources. He often talked about
these matters because he understood what was a steke. He saw
how easily our heats would be led astray from pure devation to
God into areas of worry and even obsesson over possessions.

No matter what your circumstances — finarcial crisis or
abundawre - get ready to reave tangble help in this area by
cortralling your finances rather than dlowing themto cortrol you!

Jan 7: Discover threeprominent cultural myths about money
Jan 14: Beoome doser to the Mind and Heat of God as
eaners, givers, and savers.

Jan 21: Discover who we ae becoming as debtors.

Jan 28 Driving your stake lifestyle-wise

Feb 4: Proverbs1:5

Feb 11: Choosing and setting up a record-keeping system
Feb 18: Speda Guest!
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facilit ated by Rev. Karla

The Power of Forgiveness originally aired on PBS as
documentary and includes feature stories on the Amish, the
9/11 tragedy, and peacebuilding in Northern Ireland, along
with interviews with renowned Buddhist teader Thich Nhat
Hanh, Nobel Pea® Laurede Elie Wiesel, best-selling authors
Thomas Moore and Marianne Williamson, and athers. This
series explores the role of forgiveness holds in various faith
traditions and examines how the scientific community is now
measuring the physica and mental benefits of letting go of grief
and resentment.
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facilitated by Rev. Karla

Does God redly condemn loving homosexual relationships? Is
the chasm separating Christianity from gays and lesbians too
wide to cross? |sthe Bible an excuse to hate? These questions
and more ae answered in this award-winning documentary,
which brilliantly reconciles homosexuality and Biblical
scripture — and reveds that religious anti-gay bias is based

®\0 BAILR2CLKOD EECLNIKEB $CXCUNDBOCH gmog solely upon a misinterpretation of the Bible.
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facilit ated by Rev. Karla
Topics & Focus —thefirst hour is focused on discipleship and the
seand hour isfocused on leading others. If interested in attending,
please mntad Rev. Karlato receive acopy of the reading.
January — Is Spiritual Formation Needed?
February — Spiritual Formation of Christian Leadersin History
March — The Main Thing: A Relationship with God
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facilit ated by Rev. Karla

Topics & Focus — the first hour is a closed session focused on
discipleship; and the remaining time is an open session to which
any person may attend allocated to the matters of the church.
January — Spedal Sesson Board retrea (Jan 9" & Jan 11™)
February — Why Integrity Matters? — Part One
March —Why Integrity Matters? — Part Two
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The Worship Team is making an intentional invitation to all
who see themselves as any part of the worship experience at
Imago Dei and to those that would like to test the waters and,
perhaps, just perhaps, in the future seethemselves as part of the
worship experience d Imago Dei.

The Team'sinitial Fruitful Worship Gathering will take placein
a two hour time from 7:00 -9:00 PM on Monday, January
26th. The location will be in the Sanctuary of Imago Dei MCC.
The time will be split into two themes. The first being
Discipleship and the second being Apostleship.

As we move from the Exodus church of the past to arevitalized
and visionary church of The Acts at this gathering, and other
venues, will both set the marse and allow for al to provide
some diredion as to where we go in 2009 the next 5 yeas, and
beyond that, in short, intermediate and long term diredion.
Please RSVP to Ed Verba, Asdstant Worship Coordinator asto
your ability to attend and participate in this event on January
26, at 7:00 PM in the Sarctuary of ImagoDel MCC.
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Join the spiritual drive for marriage equality at an Interfaith
Bre&fast on Thursday, February 12 & 7:30 am at the
Willi am Way LGBT Community Center.

Come hea keynote spesker Harry Knox discuss the spiritual
movement for marriage equality nationwide.

Lean why more than 4000 faith leaders have endorsed
marriage equality and what you can do to provide suppart for
leshian, gay, bisexua and transgender people whose lives are
affected by the current padlicy debate aout marriage.

Knox is the former program diredor at Freedom to Marry and
is now the diredor of the Religion and Faith Program at the
Human Rights Campaign.

Plese note: we regret that this light kosher breafast is not
handicep accessible.

Individual tickets are $35 by February 1% and $40 ly February
11" and you can purchase tickets online & www.waygay.org or
by cdling Candice Thompson at 215-732-2220.
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If you have any questions about the church's mission
and ministry or if thereisa new ministry you hope the
church would consider, please mntact Rev. Karla at
610-358-1716.

If any of the ministries listed below interests you,
please mntact the ministry leader to learn more about
a particular ministry and find out how you can be a
part of making things happen at Imago Dei MCC!
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January 4"
Ecdesiastes 3:1-13

Making Resolutions You Can Keep

January 11" — A Baptismal Service (re-) Dedicating Our
Livesto Christ 2Kings5:1-17

January 18" — Focus:. Week of Prayer for Christian Unity
Service being prepared by Far Side Prayer Ministry
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. A cdl for submission of YOUR
favorite scripture passages, sayings,
quotes, prayers to be included in the
next two sermon series: Tearing

Down Wallsand Building Up Hope

Please send in to Rev. Karla axy materials that you would like
to be oconsidered in the liturgy, readings, and prayers of the
community during worship from January 25" to March 29".

Any submission to be mnsidered on any particular Sunday
must be receved four weeksin advance of consideration for
use during wor ship.

For example: if you have afavorite quote that you would like
considered for use in worship on January 25" Rev. Karla must
recave that submission ro later than January 3"

During the first sermon series various walls identified by the
community will be aldressed and refleded upon as we seek
ways to tea down walls to huild up hope.
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January 25" —  Tiptoe Hospitality

February 1% — Rejeding Worship

February 8" — Undervaluing Faith Development
February 15" — Superficial Mission and Service
February 22" — Taking from Generosity

Some of the Walls to be Torn Down

. The walls of a commitment

. The walls of invisibility

. The walls of community

. The walls of not socializing

. The wall of the "I" syndrome

. The walls of secrecy

. The walls of lost relationships

. The walls of abusing the environment
. The walls of not inviting

10. The walls of judgmentalism

11. The walls of unhealthy communication
12. The walls of shame

13. The walls of greed

14. The walls of difference

15. The walls of fear of prayer

16. The walls to reading the Bible

©oo~NOOTDdWNEP
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March 1st — Radical Hospitality

March 8th — Passonate Worship

March 15" —  Intentional Faith Development
March 22— Risk-Taking Misson and Service
March 29" —  Extravagant Generosity
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The next Imago Dei Board of Diredors
Meding will be held at 6:15 PM Monday,
January 12 at the church. All are welcome to
attend! For more information, seeRev. Karla
or any Board member.
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Tithes & Offerings $6,715.75
In-Kind Donations $ 228.30
Building Fund $25.00
UFMCC 40th Anniversary (Youth) $ 100.00
Benevolence - Rev. Max $5.00
November tithes paid to UFMCC $902.73

Five months tithes owed to UFMCC $4,270.73
Attendance 148/ 5 services = 30 Avg./week
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(continued from page 1)

to provide both
discipleship and
equipping to those who
lead worship (see page 5
for more detail s);

[D] re-tooling the Music
Ministry of Imago Del
MCC with new
musicians and regular
small group gatherings
that will combine
discipleship and
reheasals for musicians
and vocdists (see page 3
for more detail s); and

[c] calling upon all
congregants to share in
the aedion of worship
(see page 7 for more
detail s).

Pasdonate Worship and

Intentional Faith

Development have been

integrated into the training

and development of

musicians, vocdists, and
worship leaders through
scheduled times of

discipleship and relationship-
building with God, sdf, and
ead other.

What about the rest of the
congregation? Imago Dei
MCC has and will remain
committed to “equipping the
saints for ministry” by
offering numerous small
group experiences. In the first
quarter of 2009 we will have
the following oppatunities
avail able to every person who
wishes to participate in a
small group: Financial
Freedom is a seven week
group that will be foll owed by
both The Power of
Forgiveness and For the
Bible Told Me So (Seepage 5
for more details). Rev. Karla
has garted a new monthly
group that will mee after
worship on secnd Sundays
for persons who wish to

discern God's diredion in
their life and the life of our
church. It is cdled Table
Talk (Seepage4 for details).
Rev. Karla will continue to
facilitate the monthly LEAD
Like Jesus small group; and
in late March our church will
have our second annwal off-
site _overnight church
retreat.

There is me movement
toward expanding ypon our
church’s understanding and
embodment of Radical
Hospitality through the
formation of a new ministry
team: The Events Ministry
Team will focus on
coordinating monthly to hi-
monthly social events that
have a purpose in building
relationship among the folks
who cdl Imago Dei MCC
“my church.” If you would
like to learn more &out the
Events Ministry Team,
plese ded in with Rev.
Karla aad she will direct
you to the point person for
the newly forming team of
2009. The Hospitality
Ministry of the church still
negds a team leader and
more suppart for the Sunday
post-worship  fell owship
time that is © important to
our community. If you
would like to lean more,
plese &k to speak with
Rev. Karla.

Extravagant Generosity
and Risk-Taking Misson
and Servicearetwo areasin
the life of this congregation
that require further study
and dscenment for our
church community to more
fully understand and be
willing to invest in these
vitally important aress of
what makes for a hedthy,
growing church. If you have
ideas or questions on either
of these vital aress, please
ask to spe&k with Rev.
Karla or Jm Day (re
Extravagant Generosity).
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Brothers and Sisters in
Christ -

As part of its commitment to
trangparency, the Board of
Adminigtration (BOA) wants
to ensure that you are aware
of the maor financia
challenge the MCC
Movement is fadng. On
December 3, you received a
comprehensive update from
the Exeautive Director. Now
that the BOA has adopted a
2009 hudget, we ask you to
read this one-page
supplement.

With the onset of a global
financial recesdon, tithe
payments to the MCC
Movement from our member
Churches have plummeted,
from an average of $18,000
per month in the first seven
months of 2008 to $126000
in the lagt five months - a
sudden drop of 32%!

Currently, member Churches
are behind on $26Q000 in
tithes payable. This shortfdl
has had a devagtating impad.
Three times in the last six
months, the BOA has had to
dip into endowment reserves
to avoid default on current
obligations. Simultaneoudy,
gstock and bond markets have
collapsed, causing the same
types of losses in our
endowment acocounts as many
individuals have experienced
in their retirement acoourts.
Market losses, coupled with
the above-mentioned
withdrawals, have dashed the
vaue of MCC's endowment
from $2 million to $L.3
million. Although some of
this value will be recouped
when the financial markets
recver, that could take years.

As areault, the BOA has taken
dramnian measures to reduce
the 2009 hudget. Three daff
positions have been eiminated
and one Elder position remains
vacant. Staff have taken aqoss
the-board cuts in ether pay or
hours. Travel budgets have
been dashed. Many vita
minigry initiatives are being
deferred. Altogether, the 2000
base budget of $2.7 million is
abou $30Q000 lessthan yea's
budget. Any spending above
this base amount will depend
on actual receipt of funds in
excess of base projedions. To
view a copy of the budget,
plesse go to: http:/iAww.
mccchurch.org/boa/
Financials/2008/2009
BudgetApproved.pdf

If tithe recapts remain
depressed over the next few
weeks, the BOA will be forced
to make even deegper cuts. All
of this comes on top of five
years of Sealy cuts to keep
pae with scheduled tithe
reductions. Our 2000 budget is
amost $1 million lower than
our 2005 budget. In four short
years, we have gone from $3.6
million per year to $.7 million.

The BOA is determined to do
whatever it takes to ensure
expenses and income match.
But we want our congtituents to
know that all these cuts are
seriously hampering our
denomination's ability to
deliver resources to Churches
and minister to a hurting world.

We humbly ask every MCC
Church to do whatever it can to
honor our mutual tithe avenant
in timely fashion. We aso
believe the 2010 Generd
Conference will nead to have
an intentional discusson about

(See"BOA," continued on page 9)
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2008 marked the first yea of
mandatory recycling in our
church’'s history, and a series
of six Image articles that
sought to inform our
congregation about the Three
Rs of Environmental
Stewardship: Reduce, Re-use,
and Recycle. | hope you had a
chanceto read them all; if not,
they are avalable on the
Resources page of our
website & imagodeimcc.org
(In the April and July through
November issues).

In a nutshell, the aticles
espoused taking our God
given roles as gewards of the
eath (Genesis 26) to heat by
increasing our knowledge and

awareness of our limited
planetary resources, our
consumption habits, our

methods of disposal, and the
conseguences of al of our
adions.

The final R in our mnifty
mnemonic is Recycling, and it
is ©mehow fitting that we
revisit this topic as the eath
begins a new orbit around the
sun. January is thus named
after Janus, the god d new
beginnings, and recycling
gives new beginnings to much
of the waste we aeae.

As markets for recycled
materials have developed and
processng technologies have
improved, the list of
recyclable materials has
dwarfed the do-not-recycle
list. So instead of letting you
know what you can regycle &
Imago Dei MCC, here is a
short list of what cannot
currently be recycled and
must go into the trash can /
landfill.

Soft paper goads, eg.,
paper towels, napkins

and tisales

Paper goads siled by
food or beverages, eg.,
paper plates and cups
Plastic knives, forks,
spoons, stirrer s
Leftover / unwanted
food (AFTER
attempting to find it a
goad home)
Plastics
embossd
number
Styrofoam products
Waxed products

Used aluminum foil
Light bulbs

Plastic bags (Please
place all clean plastic
bags and wrappers in
the marked box in the
kitchen)

Vegetative waste
(Please place in the
marked bin by the
microwave oven for
composting)

with  no
recycling

That's about it. As long as
it's clean, everything else
can now be recycled, and in
2009, new technologies
have enabled single stream
regycling, meaning there is
no longer any neel to
separate ay of the
regyclable materials. Paper
and cadboard can now be
mixed in with the
auminum, plastic and glass.

We ask only that you take
care not to place any

unwanted food and
espedally beverages in the
recycling containers.

Church volunteers dill
have to transport the
materials to the regycling
facility, and we neda to
minimizethe risk of leaks/
stainsin our vehicles.

If you can't finish your

beverage, please go back to
the kitchen and either
place the @n/cup/bottle in
the sink for the hospitality
team to process or pour it
all down the drain and
rinse with a little water
before placing it in the
recycling can.

Since the materials are
compacted during
procesdng, it is preferred
that lids are removed from
screw-cap batles.

We thank you for your
continuing efforts to
reduce, re-use and recgycle
everything you can. It al
adds up.

For more information, or if
you'd like to help out with
the Environmental
Stewardship program  at
Imago Dei MCC, pleease
contad Shelly O'Leay at
shellenaidd@comcast.net  /
609-927-5844.

Coming in 2009 (Don't
throw these materials out
yet!)
" Rigid plastics
recgycling day
TV and eledronic
equipment  recycling
day
“Pedals for Progress’
bicycle recycling day

And dan't forget to bringin
all of your used printer
cartridges, cdl phones,
and PDAs and placethem
in the box in the rea of the
sanctuary for recycling,
too!

7Y

BOA (Cortinued fromp. 8)

wha level of funding it
believes is necessary to sustain
a viable denominational
movement. Further substantia
cuts are not possible without
fundamentally altering our
financial model and
organization.

If you have comments, please
send them to
pastorjeff @jesusmcc.org, and |
will be happy to forward them
to the full BOA, as well as the
Execautive Director and
Moderator.

On behdf of the BOA,
Rev. Jeff Miner, Chair
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Silent Auction ~ Ball oons ~
Punch ~ Dancing
Please SeeRev. K. for tickets

http://firstfairtradetownusa.
org/
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Literaly and metaphorically,
our location to which we gather
and call oursalves church, is a
“degtination location” for most

people.

We journey to come together to
take ajourney together with God.

The question many of us have
had duringthe past yea is where
isGodleadingusin 2009?

We ask the question
intentionally seeking to discern
God's will and God's way in
our persond and corporate
lives. Thisis not an easy task
because being in community is
NO €8sy Process.

To be in community means to
be humble and open, seeking
heding and wholeness, praying
often and learning to love saif
and others with authenticity and

integrity.

To be in community in our
culture — quee and otherwise —
is no easy task because many
people react toward one ancther
from a wounded place rather
than reflect together seeking

heding space.

Imago Dei MCC seeks to be
different from our culture —
queer and otherwise — by
seeking to follow Jesus, which
leads us to the next question

many have intentiondly been
asking of God: how will we
be Chrig’s comnunity in
2009?

If you takethetimetoread all
of the January Image of 2009
you will begin to see how we
are beginning to dscern
where the Holy Spirit is
leding ws, how Jesus is
shaping us, and why God is
asking us to join with Chrigt
and Community to tear down
wall sand build up hope.

There are many wals that
keep us separated from the
love of God, from embracing
oursalves, and celebrating life
with one another. Jesus came
to show us how to tear down
the wals, and Imago Dei
MCC is committed to joining
with Chrigt to dojust that!

Those who join together and
cdl themselves Imago De
MCC are on a journey; and
our journey is to build up

hope.

Those who have invested in
their relationship with God
and felow church folk by
sharing their time, talents, and
financial treasures are seeing
lives changed for the better,
beginning with their own and
expanding into our larger
community.

We ae on a journey to tear
down the walls that divide us

from God and each other.

We ae on ajourney to build
up the hope that brings people
together to celebrate and to
srve,

We may be journeying to a
new locdion this calendar
year, but before aty hasty
dedsions are made, we are
choosing to be ill and know
God. You will hea often our
church’s prayer of
discernment (See @lumn 4).

We ae choosng to be a
fruitful congregation — pun
intended! How S0, you may
be asking? Read the aticle
entitled Five Fruitful
Pradices of Congregations
[page 1] to learn more aout
our fruitfulnessjourney.

We ae doosing to take a
journey — out of the old story
we lived under, the Exodus
narrative of “escgping hell
and davery” - to enter into a
new story to live under, our
Acts 2 narrative of “seeking
heaven and whdeness with
community.”

What do | mean by that last
satement? Come to church
to find out.

This is a new year — make a
reolution that if kept will
change your life —join Imago
Del MCC inthejourney!
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Sunday —9:30to 330
Monday — 1230to 9.30*

To schedule

appantment, please cdl the
office a (610) 358-1716

an

Tuesday — OFF ‘ \
Wednesday — 1230to 9:30* * Rev. Karla fadlitates|| %
Thursday — 9:30to 330 weekly small \
(sermon preparation day) programming at the
Friday — OFF church  Monday _ and

Wednesday evenings.

Saturday — OFF

Plese visit the durch

=

web site or read the Image
for up-to-date
programming content and
schedules.

(Due to ongang budget
restraints, Rev. Karla is
currently employed at %
time with our church)
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New Yea isupon
us, atimeto let go
of the past and
start over if we
choose. There is a saying that
the way your house looks on
New Yeas day is the way it
will look the rest of the yea.
So immediately on the twenty
sixth of December | dtart
cleaning. This does two
things, first it gets the house
clemm. | aso go through
drawers and closets, where |
have kept things for yeas in
some caes. | of course dean
out those aeas as well, which
means I'm finally letting go
of the past. This allows me to
start fresh without so much of
the baggage going with me.
| redize that this sems
simple and it is a simple way
to start. What | haven't told
you is that some of the items |
finally got rid of were over
ten yeasold. The rest of them
were more receit. Ten or
more yeas is a long time to
be holding on to things that
you don't need.
I’m sure like me everyone has
things they need to let go of.
That in itself can be hard, but
there ae times the pain is
eaier to ded with than the
fea of something rew. Godis
aways steaing us in new
diredions and sometimes

' &HB#6+ 0

reawakening things from
our past. When that happens
we must let go of the past so
we @n move on to a better
future.

This may be had to
understand but when the
past comes into the present
that is God trying to help us
hed, help us grow and help
us move on. If we never let
go o the past we ae then
letting past events, people
and circumstances control
us. If we allow this then we
will never be ale to fulfill
the work God has given us
to da

There is a story of a man
who was walking in
unfamiliar woods. As he
walked he came too close to
the ege of a diff and
dipped. While he was
falling he was able to grab a
tree root and he held on
tight for if not he would
have falen to his deah.

As the man looked up he
saw that there was an angel
with him. The agel asked
the man if he believed he
could help him. The man
said “Yes.” The angel asked
him if he believed | would
help him. The man
answered “Yes.” The angel
then told the man to “Let

go."

Rev. Karla getsinto the spirit of Christmas
with the gift of laughter.

3DJH
SRIIKNING GPGY N4 G0/
[ GPUE | KNCPHEIGPEG 4 G/ Y IP\GT
# NDWINKJ 2#

2/ (TG / CE

\ITON
#/ 5WFG /| CIE)

"As a deea longs for
flowing streams, so
my sou longs for
you, O God. My
soul thirsts for God,
for the living God.
When shall | come
and behold the face
of God?" (Psam
42:1-2)

Join us to encounter rest, renewal and play. Experience how to
allow God to nurture your soul and choose to enter places and
times apart from busyness and distradion:

Receving through letting go
Heaingthrough silence

Advancing by retrea

Acting on God's behalf by resting
Going away to beame more present
Finding abundancein producing less

The Imago Dei MCC Spiritual Renewal Retrea will be held at
this conference and retred fadlity nestled in the rolling hlls of
Berks County. The charge for this retrea is $125 Simply
complete the registration form below and drop it in the offering
basket or stewardship boxby March 1, 2009. Spaceis limited.
For additional information, contadt Jim Day at (484) 840-2680.
Scholarships are avail able by contading Reverend Fleshman.

THTHR TR TR TR T

Keep this portion for your records

Clip/Tear Here -- - - - - - -

Place this portion in the Offering Basket
or Stewardship Box

Spiritual Renewal Retreat
March 27-29, 2009
% Yes! Sign meup!

% Maybe, cdl meand let’'sdiscuss

Name:

Phone:

Best timeto cdl:
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Did you krow there ae now two
MCC churches in the
Philippines? The origind Manila
chuch was éfiliated in 191
(now known as Makat) and is
currently pastored by Regen
Lura. Two yeas ago, a satdlite
branch was planted in Quezon
City. This church is currently
pastored by Rev. Cegay
Agbayani, and under his
leedership the church has grown
tremendoudy! Rev. Elder Ken
Matin and Rev. Dr. Jonipher
Kwong attended the dfili ation
svice and Rev. Agbayani's
ordination on Sept. 14.

The arrent neals in the
Philippines are 1) Condgent
meding locaion for MCC
Philippines - Quezon City (the
church hes been moving weekly
acording to free spaces provided
by the government) 2) Subsdy
for Rev. Agbayani's dlary (it is
currently below livable wages,
even for the Philippines). We
adso need hdp sending MCC
Philippines -- Makati pastora
leeder Regen Luma to Union
Theologicd Seminary in the
Philippines. A scholarship furdis
adso being established. Pleae let

Fundamentalists  frequently
send "enforcers' to keep sexud
minorities in the dos, or
worg yet, "diminate’ them
completely. It is not
uncommon for a lesbian to be
rgped by the enforcers or for a
gy man to be besten and
tortured. Consequently, many
gy men end up marying
women, or in some rare @SS,
gay men marry leshians.

Leshians are often refearred to
as "those who wish ot to
marry" and are left with little
emnomic dternatives in a
patriarcha world. This is why
MCC wants to pertner up with
CARE Pd&igan, to offer
training for women to become
sf-aufficient and to provide a
safe environment for leshians
to learn amarketabletrade.

USD$1,500 would ke dle to
sponsor the vocationd training
for one leshian. APl hasagod
of training three women. Please
emal Sedney Phillips a
StedneyPhillips@M CCchurch.
net to meke a ommitment
today.
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Stedney Phillips know if
you are willi ng to partner
with APl to meke these
dreansaredity.

While mogt LGBT people
enjoy rddive freedom in
North America Europe
and Australia/New
Zedand, queer people
literdly haveto livein fear

that thar liveswould bein

The API
danger just by dsepping Martin,

Team: Rev. Elder Ken
Rev. Ed Paul, Stedney

outside the doar. Idamic Philli ps, Rev. Dr. Jonipher Kwong.

Dear Friends and
Membersof MCC:
We ae plead to
announce the full-
time gpointment of
Rev. Dr. MonaWest
as the new Diredor
of Formation and

Leadership Rev.Dr.MonaWes

Development

(DFLD) for MCCworldwide.
This postion is new to our
movement and minigry and
the team supporting this role is
new a wdl. The DFLD
position incorporates part of the
former Office of Clergy
Development positions held by
Rev. Elder Jm Mitulski and
Rev. Robet Griffin.  All
inquiries regarding the former
Office of Clergy Development
including al sudent reated
metters $rould nmow come to
RevMonaWest@M CCchurch.
net. You can dso cdl 1-866
HOPEMCCfor quegtions.
When the Generd Conference
st Srategic Diredion  for
MCC in 2005 seved key
aress were identified indluding
devdopment of the next
generation of far-reaching
Spiritud ectivigs as well asthe
development and suppat of
exiging leaders within  our
locd churches both lay and
clergy. We have been phasing
in implementation of new
resources for these aress snce
ealy 2005.

Many of you are aware that we
have been engaged in a three
yea process to trangtion to the
new REVM based system for
discernment of cal to
profesgond minigtry as clergy.
Extensve work has been done
to crede a @mprehensve
cohart-based sygtem in the
United States, Africa, Audraia
and Europe. We have doubled
the number of seminaries and
higher education dli ances that
areaffirming of our gudents.

At the same time we
have been evaduaing
the neal to invigorate
ad, in some casss,
renvent the process
whereby people
discern a cdl to lay
ministry and
leadership within locd
chuches and o the
Board of Adminidration, Board
of Elders the Lay Minigry
Courcil and dher leadership
roles within our denomination.
Surveys of clergy and lay leaders
indicde that adult spirituad
formation and deepening
involvement and engagement are
key prioritiesfor locd churches
To mee thet need, we have been
introducing tools for adult
giritud  formation such  as
Cregting a Life that Matters
and portions of the curriculum
for Would Jesus Discriminate?
and the new Uncommon Hope
curriculum which will rdeae in
late January 2009.

We bdieve that we nedl to
devdop many more robust
offerings for locd churches and
be prepared to reguarly upgrade
these. This requires focus and
daffing a enhanced levels over
the past. The Boad o
Adminigration and Boad o
Elders agreed to creste new full-
time and haf-time gtaff postions
a the Augws meding in
Guaddgara Job descriptions
were crested and announced via
webste and emal. We were
forturete to receive alarge group
of qudified candidates for both
of these podtionrs and to
ultimately sded Rev. Dr. Mona
Wes for the DFLD role.

| hope you will pleae teke a
moment and welcome her and
pray for dl of usaswe begin this
new work together.

Blessngsand Peace,
Rev. Dr. Cindi Love
Exeautive Diredor
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Buyer Agent
Seller Agent
Helping
Real People
with Real Estate

Mike Smith
Redtor/Notary
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A locd organizaion where our community
comes together to socialize

Covered dish gatherings are held monthly.
Annual dues - $10.00 (single) or $15.00 (couple)

For membership information contad
Jimat (610) 431-:0269, JEY 1114@aol.com
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Your Board of Diredors last
met on December 16", joined
by members-eled Jennifer
Huber and Alex Morgan.

Minutes of the Deaember
meeding are available in the
Large Conference Room.
Contad Colleen Stuppy for
more information.

The next meeting will be held

EVERYTHING
you recycle today
is a giftto future
generations.

Recycling is mandatory
in Edgmont Township,
so please take a
second or two to make
sure you direct your
used beverage
containers into on e of
our recycling bins.

on Monday , January 12, at THANKS FOR
6:15 PM. RECYCLING THIS
All are ) / NEWSLETTER
welcome to
attend. o (Atthe VA
L Usher '6}‘
= Station) N 4

v
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Geriatric Care Management Spedalists
Long Term Care Planning and Assessment
Monitor Client Care
24-Hour On-Call Service
Contact SCP at 610565.588 or
Sbrown@seniorcareofpa.com

IMAGE
DEADLINE!

DEADLINE
FOR THE
FEBRUARY
IMAGE:

10PM TUESDAY, JAN 27th

Please addressall submissionsto Shelly at
shellenaid@comcast.net
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Tell us how you feel about

Imago Dei by filling out the

Imago Dei MCC ‘
Congregational survey!

The purpose of the survey is to

get your opinions on different

aspeds of the church. Imago Dei

is entering a new phase of our

history, and the Board of Diredors wants to know your ideas
on what works and what needs work. We want to hea from
baoth current and previous attendees, and from first-time visitors
and long-term members (and everyone in between).

The survey has 25 questions and should take less than 10
minutes to complete. Your input will help the board plan and
set gods for the upcoming yea. It is important that you
respond openly and honestly to the survey for acarate results,
so your responses are @nfidential and the survey is being
hosted at an independent web site.

The survey is available starting January 5th and you can
access it by navigating to http://www.surveygizmo.com/
§/86735idmccsurvey.
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Imago Del Metropolitan Community Church offers spiritual growth

and Christ-centered worship to the Rainbow Community preparing people to
share their God-given time, talent, and treasures with our church and world.
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Location:
1223Middetown Rd
Glen Mills, PA 1934

Rev. Karla Fleshman, Pastor
Phone: (610 3581716
Email: RevKarla@ImagoDeiMCC.org
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The Power of Story: Rewrite
Your Destiny in Business
and in Lifeby Jim Loehr

What stories do you tell
yourself about your life?
That you must spend every
waking hour at the office?
That you have no time for
exercise? That self-
fulfillment is an impaosshle
dream? If this is your
internal dialogue, then you
should not be surprised if it

is also your external redity.

Acclaimed performance

psychologist Jim Loehr

spells out a program that wil |

enable you to discard your

old negative stories and develop new positive ones that will
make your life better.

For more information about this bodk or to order a cpy from
Amazon.com, go to http://www.imagodeimcc.org/books/
coming_out/ on the Imago Dei MCC website. Youll be sent
to Amazon.com, where you can complete the transadion.
Amazon takes the order, and is responsible for hilling and
shipping. Imago Dei MCC receves a smal commisson on
eadt saleto maintain a safe and clean worship environment.
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