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(See "Soulforce Equality Ride 2010" on page 6) 

special holy places called 
shrines. It was believed that if 
you prayed at these shrines 
you might be forgiven for 
your sins and have a better 
chance of going to heaven. 
Others went to shrines hoping 
to be cured from an il lness. 
Journeying, or peregrinatio, 
from which we get the 
English word “pilgrimage,” 
was also essential to Celtic 
Christianity. Believers often 
left home and loved ones with 
no  speci f i c  physi cal 
destination in mind, but rather 

(See JOURNEY on page 8) 
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The concept of journeying 
is fundamental to the 
Christian faith. From the 
time that God commanded 
Abraham and Sarah to 
“ leave [their] country and 
[their] people and [their] 
father’s household and go to 
the land I wil l show you,” 
people of fai th have 
journeyed both physically 
and spirituall y toward a 
deeper understanding of 
God and God’s purposes.  
In the Middle Ages, 
Christians were encouraged 
to make pilgrimages to 

" The l ongest  j ou r ney  i s  the  j ou r ney i nwar d ."  ~  Dag H ammar sk j ol d  
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Plan now to join us for the tenth anniversary  

celebration of Imago Dei MCC's birth, 
  

Fr iday, March 26 - Sunday March 28th  
 

Rev. Elder Diane Fisher will be with us,  
along with Rev. Delores Berry!  

 
Rev. Delores Berry                                       Rev. Diane Fisher

                              
If you would like to 
help in the planning 
and/or execution of 
anniversary events, 
please speak with any 
member of the Board 
of Directors, listed 
above. 
 



grace! God has allowed us 
to come into God’ s 
Kingdom and be a part of 
the great things the Lord is 
doing! What we have 
received should not only be 
for our own enjoyment but 
for the salvation of a dying 
world around us! 
 
God gives freely to us so that 
we may give freely to others! 
Let’s not be afraid to give out 
the blessings God has granted 
us! Share God’s goodness! 
To whom much is given, 
much is required! 
 

And I will make of thee a 
great nation, and I will bless 
thee, and make thy name 
great; and thou shalt be a 
blessing. 

Genesis 12:2 
 
When we read this passage of 
Scripture, the first thing that 
probably comes to mind are 
all the promises that God gave 
to Abraham and the nation of 
Israel. But it occurred to me 
that there is a bigger lesson 
that we can learn here. 
 
We tend to focus on the part 
of that scripture where God 

does the blessing — but 
why did God bless him? 
The answer lies in the 
passage! The Lord told 
Abraham: “ I will bless 
you — and you shall be a 
blessing.” Abraham was 
blessed so that he could be a 
blessing! 
 
The same is true today. The 
Lord has done so much for 
us! God has blessed us with 
so many things, the most 
important of which is mercy 
in that the Lord died for 
sinners like us! God has 
bestowed us with so much 
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For additional financial and 
stewardship resources, visit 
the Stewardship site on the 
web at htt p: //www.
i m agod ei m c c. o r g /
m i n i s t r i e s /
stewardship_ministry/ 
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The University of Memphis’ GLBT 
Research Team is conducting a 
GLBT-affirmative study on Same-
Sex Parenting. The purpose of this 
study is to learn about the 
experiences of same-sex parents in 
relationship to legal parenting rights. 
Researchers believe this information 
is important in advocating for 
parents to be fully recognized in their family roles. Participants 
must be 18 years or older, currently be in a relationship with the 
same-sex partner with whom they have planned and created a 
family, and have at least one child under the age of 18 living in 
their home. The study should take approximately 20 minutes to 
complete online and meets human subjects approval by a 
university Institutional Review Board (E10-43). To participate, 
just go to: 
 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/s.aspx?
sm=jVp53YOXI6tNs1dgubIk_2bg_3d_3d  

 
An overview of research areas can be found on the school 
webpage. If you have any questions, please contact: 
Sharon G. Horne, Ph.D. & Heidi Levitt, Ph.D.,  
Directors GLBT Research Team  
Counseling, Educational Psychology & Research  
The University of Memphis  
glbtresearch.uofm@gmail.com 
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Thanks to the generosity of people like you,  
Focus on Haiti: MCC Disaster Relief has raised over 

 
$30,000 as of 15 February 2010 

 
More donations continue to come 

in…Add your gift through the MCC 
site at  http://www.mccchurch.org/

haiti2010/haiti2010.htm!  

 

Make plans now to 
participate in the annual 
Dining Out for L ife 
HIV/AIDS fundraiser! 
 
Thursday, Apr il 29th 
  
Over 200 restaurants 
across the Delaware 
V al l ey  w i l l  b e 
participating in what the 
Philadelphia Inquirer has 
cal led " the busiest 
restaurant night of the 
year ! " .  Benef i t i ng 
thousands of men, 
women, and children 

throughout our region. Please visit  

www.diningoutfor life.org,   
where you can search by location, cuisine type, or restaurant. 
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Imago Dei MCC's Bylaws require that two church members 
coordinate to count our offering on a weekly basis. 
We are in need of additional volunteers who can 
give a few minutes after worship to help out with 
the count on a regular basis. If you can help out, 
pl ease  contact  Shel l y  O'L eary at  
shellenaid@comcast.net / 609-927-5844. 
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If you enjoy working with MS Word and/or MS Publisher, 
please prayerfully consider joining our team in producing our 
weekly Worship Bulletin.  
 

It just takes a few hours of your time once a month - you can 
serve God without even getting out of your pajamas! For info, 
please contact Lisa Thome at (610) 789-1051. 
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Tithes & Offerings                                  $  5,164.50 

Building Fund                                          $     102.50 

Jan. tithes paid to UFMCC @ 13%       $     659.07 

Five months tithes owed to UFMCC    $  4,270.73 
 

Attendance                   151 / 5 services = 30 Average 

First-time guests           6 
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Outreach at Equali ty Forum:  
Recruiting NOW! 

 
Our largest annual OUTREACH at EQUALITY FORUM's 
May 2nd SUNDAY OUT Street Festival will be upon us before 
we know it, so we are seeking co-captains NOW to build a 
team and start planning for this important outreach.  
 
If you are interested in learning more before saying YES, 
please see Rev. Karla. If we don’ t have co-captains to build a 
team, we wont be able to outreach…so…is God tugging on 
your heart to share the good news of God’s love with others 
today? 
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The Fruitful Worship Team 
will meet at the church on 
Monday, March 22nd at 7:00 
PM ~ all persons who’d like to 
be a part of worship planning 
and/or learn more are invited. 
For more information, please 
contact Ed Verba at 610-250-
7951 or Eaverba@aol.com 
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Help our extended church family in times 
of crisis and hardship when you shop 
online! 
 
Shop online at Amazon.com and support 
the IDMCC Benevolence Fund with 2% to 
10% of your purchase donated to provide 
housing, food, transportation, medication, 
etc., on an urgent temporary basis. 
 
Bookmark http://www.i magodei mcc.org/contr i bute/
when_you_shop/ in your internet browser and use the search 
box to select from thousands of products. 
 
You'll be sent to Amazon.com, where you can complete the 
transaction.  Amazon takes the order, and handles the billing 
and shipping. 
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I f you have any questions about the church's mission 
and ministry or if there is a new ministry you hope the 
church would consider, please contact Rev. Kar la at 
610-358-1716. 
 
I f any of the ministr ies li sted below interests you, 
please contact the ministry leader to learn more about 
a par ticular ministry and find out how you can be a 
par t of making things happen at Imago Dei MCC!   
�
�
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&RPPXQLFDWLRQV�0 LQLVWU\ ³ 3OHDVH�FRQWDFW�5HY��. DUOD�LI�
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Make a joyful noise unto the Lord,  
all the earth! - Psalm 66:1 

 
If you would like to learn more, please 

contact Maria Vitello at (610) 772-0824  or 
Sqkykln61@yahoo.com�  
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Sunday – 9:30 to 3:30 
Monday – 12:30 to 9:30*  
Tuesday – OFF 
Wednesday – 12:30 to 9:30* 
Thursday – 9:30 to 3:30 (sermon prep day) 
Fr iday – OFF 
Saturday – OFF 

 

* To schedule an appointment, please call 610 358-1716. Rev. 
Karla often facil itates programming at the church on 
Weekday evenings. Please visit the church website or read 
the Image for up-to-date programming content and 
schedules. 
 

(Due to ongoing budget constraints,  
Rev. Karla is currently employed at ¾ time with our church.) 
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'Tis sweet to hear the watch-dog's honest bark 
Bay deep-mouth'd welcome as we draw near home; 

'Tis sweet to know there is an eye will mark 
Our coming, and look brighter when we come. 

- Lord Byron (George Gordon Noel Byron), 
 
According to Merr iam Webster's Collegiate Dictionary, the 
word "hospitali ty" means, "hospitable treatment, reception, or 
disposition." The word hospitable means "1 a : given to 
generous and cordial reception of guests, b : promising or 
suggesting generous and cordial welcome, c : offering a 
pleasant or sustaining environment. 2 : readily receptive : open 
(hospitable to new ideas)."  
 
When we look at the various Greek origins, it helps to 
determine the definition for hospitali ty in biblical times.  We 
find the word means basically the same thing. Vine's Expository 
Dictionary of Old and New Testament Words and Enhanced 
Strong's Lexicon give the following definition for hospitality: 
"Lover of strangers,"; "generous to guests." 
 
Job, Abraham, the Shunammite woman and Martha are just a few 
of the Bible characters who showed hospitality. Under the old law, 
the minimum care for a guest was to offer bread and water 
(Deuteronomy 23:4) although many times the host would offer 
much more. The provisions offered many times included the best 
food, water to wash the dust from the guest's feet and overnight 
accommodations. It is true that during that timeframe hotels and 
restaurants were not readily available. The care of a traveler was 
dependent upon his fellow man. Yes, times have changed! When 
traveling from point A to point B, multiple restaurants of varying 
types and hotel accommodations are readily available. We are not 
dependent on fellow man to provide a meal or a place to stay. 
However, we can still show our love and concern for others 
through hospitality. I can think of no better way to make a person 
feel at ease among strangers than to openly make them feel 
welcome as an honored guest in your congregation. 

Making someone feel needed and welcome in our congregation 
goes a long way to telling a lost soul, "I care about you and I want 
to teach you of God's love and concern for your soul."    

Do you enjoy meeting new people?  Do you have a flair for setting 
a table or making strangers feel welcome?  If so, the hospitality 
team would like you to try out hosting or helping with a Sunday 
Social hour.  Learn more about the team at : 

http://www.imagodeimcc.org/ministr ies/hospitali ty/ 

or by contacting Jim Day at hospitali ty@ImagoDeiMCC.org.  
Meanwhile, consider the following prayer before meals in 
March: 

“ Be present at our table, Lord!  
Be here and everywhere adored.  

Your mercies bless, and grant that we  
May feast in Paradise with Thee!”  
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An anonymous donor has offered Imago 
Dei MCC a generous grant of $2,500 if the 
congregation can raise an equal amount by 
our 10th anniversary weekend, March 28th. 
 
The combined $5,000 raised would be 
enough to cover the 13% tithe ($650) due 
to MCC Churches on this amount, as well 
as the $4,270 in back tithes the church has 
been unable to pay since 2008 due to the 

continuing economic crisis. (Imago Dei MCC is current with all 
bill s except for this $4,270 in "bracketed" tithes.) 
 
The donor will only match the amount the congregation raises 
for this effort, so if the congregation's efforts fall short of this 
amount, only the amount raised in excess of regular giving will 
be matched. 
 
Please prayerfully consider a leap of faith to give whatever you 
can at this time to take advantage of this generous offer to 
double your giving power! 
 
Just make a note on your check or envelope to designate 
your special offering as " Matching Grant."  
 
If you're anticipating an income tax refund or other event that 
will allow you to make a donation shortly after this deadline, 
the donor has specified that such pledges will be matched, up to 
an April 30 deadline. 
 
If you have any questions, please speak to our Treasurer, Shelly 
O'Leary at Treasurer@imagodeimcc.org.  
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Every day, thousands of lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender 
people suffer harassment, violence, and discrimination at the hands 
of those who do not understand them. This oppression usually 
hides in plain sight, masquerading as rigid doctrine or timeless 
tradition. Consequently, it often goes unchallenged and unchanged. 
Guided by principles of nonviolence, we at Soulforce Q approach 
these controversial issues with a readiness to meet people where 
they are. It is our belief that open and honest discussion begets 
understanding and healing, and that philosophy is at the heart of 
our work.  
The Equality Ride is a traveling forum that gives young adults the 
chance to deconstruct injustice and the rhetoric that sustains it. It 
allows emerging young leaders to unite in the struggle for common 
equality. The idea is this. We get on a bus and journey to various 
institutions of higher learning. Through informal conversation and 
educational programming we explore concepts of diversity, 
comparing the effects of inclusive and exclusive viewpoints. More 
practically, we share and gain insights about how our beliefs 
influence policy and culture, thereby impacting society. Our goal is 
to carefully and collectively examine the intersection wherein faith 
meets gender and sexuality. Such discourse, especially when it 
aff irms the beauty of our differences, plays an essential role in 
creating a safe learning and living environment for everyone. 
Thus far, the Equality Ride has engaged nearly seventy academic 
communities. Many have shown considerable hospitality in 
welcoming us, and our legacy at those schools is one of mutual 
growth and compassionate fellowship. In addition to panels and 
school-wide symposiums, we have joined students in cafeterias 
and coffee shops, participated in Bible studies and worship 
services, and given presentations in packed classrooms. 
Unfortunately, not every school chooses to host the Equality Ride. 
Voluntary redemptive suffering in the form of civil disobedience 
may become our avenue towards progress if, and only if, a school 
ignores the urgency and rejects dialogue. 
A Movement in itself, the Equality Ride is empowering future 
generations to put their faith in action and make social justice a 
reality. 
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If you're new to Imago Dei MCC, you might not be 
aware of the restricted parking spaces (marked with 
painted crosses) near the entrance to the church. 
 
As part of our rental agreement with Gradyville 
United Methodist Church, these spaces are 
reserved for the Methodist congregation, who are generally part 
of an older demographic group than Imago Dei MCC. 
 
So please remember in the future to save these prime parking 
spaces for our gracious host congregation. 
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Each of us has been graciously given gifts by God to share with 
the rest of God's children and enjoy for ourselves, as well . 
Exploring those gifts can sometimes be a daunting task. 
Questioning what are real gifts, as compared to perceived gifts, 
can be exciting and visionary.  
 

On Sunday morning beginning at 9:00 AM in the chapel on the 
lower level, we will provide guidance to those who feel they 
may have been given the gift and call to participate in worship.  
 

This will be an exploration and understanding of the mystery of 
the Eucharist. This is a prerequisite for those that wish to serve 
and/or consecrate Communion.  
 
No one wil l be required to be part of worship simply for 
participating in this session. These opportunities allow you to 
better understand the worship experience; however, those who 
wish to participate in worship do need to be part of these 
sessions.  
 

Continental breakfast will be served.  
Please RSVP to Ed Verba at 610-250-7951. 
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The color used in the sanctuary for most of Lent is purple, red violet, 
or dark violet. These colors symbolize both the pain and suffering 
leading up to the crucifixion of Jesus as well as the suffering of 
humanity and the world under sin. But purple is also the color of 
royalty, and so anticipates through the suffering and death of Jesus the 
coming resurrection and hope of newness that will be celebrated in the 
Resurrection on Easter Sunday. 
Some churches avoid the use of any flowers in the sanctuary during 
Lent, using various dried arrangements. This can be especially 
effective if a flowering cross is used for Easter. Other churches use 
arrangements of rocks or symbols associated with the Gospel readings 
for the six Sundays in Lent. At Imago Dei MCC we avoid the use of 
flowers during Lent. 
Traditionally, the sanctuary colors of Good Friday and Holy Saturday 
are black, the only days of the Church Year that black is used. It 
symbolizes the darkness brought into the world by sin. It also 
symbolizes death, not only the death of Jesus but the death of the 
whole world under the burden of sin. In this sense, it also represents 
the hopelessness and the endings that come as human beings try to 
make their own way in the world without God. Black is always 
replaced by white before sunrise of Easter Sunday. 
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There are many ways for a congregation to mark the journey of Lent. 
Of course, beginning with a service of worship for Ash Wednesday is 
always appropriate; and during Lent, one of the most effective visual 
reminders of the season that can be expanded in many variations is to 
use a rough wooden cross as a focal point in the sanctuary. The cross is 
usually erected in the Sanctuary on Ash Wednesday as a visible 
symbol of the beginning of Lent. It is usually draped in black on Good 
Friday.  
One effective way to make use of the cross is to use it as a Prayer 
Cross during Lent. A hammer, square nails, and small pieces of paper 
are made available near the cross. At a designated time of prayer 
during the Sundays in Lent, or beginning with Ash Wednesday, 
people are invited to write their prayer requests on the paper, and then 
nail them to the cross. The quiet time of prayer with only the sounds of 
the hammer striking the nails can be a moving time for reflection on 
the meaning of Lent, and a powerful call to prayer. At Imago Dei 
MCC we participate in this ritual on Good Friday. 
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We enjoy celebrating Palm Sunday. We wave the palm branches and 
celebrate. And we all love Easter Sunday! It is a happy time, with 
flowers, new clothes, and the expectation of Spring in the air. 
But it is too easy and promotes too cheap a grace to focus only on the 
high points of Palm Sunday and Easter without walking with Jesus 
through the darkness of Good Friday, a journey that begins on Ash 
Wednesday. Lent is a way to place ourselves before God humbled, 
bringing in our hands no price whereby we can ourselves purchase our 
salvation. It is a way to confess our total inadequacy before God, to 
strip ourselves bare of all pretenses to righteousness, to come before 
God in dust and ashes. It is a way to empty ourselves of our false pride, 

(See "LENT" on page 8) 



This usually is quoted in the 
context of wanting revival or 
renewal in the church, and the 
prayer is interpreted as 
intercessory prayer for others. 
But a careful reading of the 
passage will reveal that the 
prayer that is called for here is 
not intercessory prayer for 
others; it is penitential prayer 
for the faith community, for us. 
It is not to call for others to 
repent; it is a call for us, God’s 
people, to repent. It is our land 
that needs healed, it is our 
wicked ways from which we 
need to turn; we are the ones 
who need to seek God’s face. 
Perhaps during the Lenten 
season we should stop praying 
for others as if we were 

(LENT, continued from page 7) 
of our rationalizations that 
prevent us from seeing ourselves 
as needy creatures, of our 
"perfectionist" tendencies that 
blind us to the beam in our own 
eyes. 
Through prayer that gives up self, 
we seek to open ourselves up 
before God, and to hear anew the 
call "Come unto me!" We seek to 
recognize and respond afresh to 
God’s presence in our lives and 
in our world. We seek to place 
our needs, our fears, our failures, 
our hopes, our very lives in 
God’s hands, again. And we seek 
by abandoning ourselves in 
Jesus’ death to recognize again 
who God is, to allow His 
transforming grace to work in us 

once more, and to come to 
worship Him on Easter Sunday 
with a fresh victory and hope 
that goes beyond the new 
clothes, the Spring flowers, the 
happy music. 
But it begins in ashes. And it 
journeys though darkness. It is 
a spiritual pilgrimage that we 
must make one way or the 
other for genuine spiritual 
renewal to come. Recalli ng the 
passage in 2 Chronicles 7:14 
quoted a lot: ". . .if my people 
who are called by my name 
humble themselves, and pray 
and seek my face, and turn 
from their wicked ways, then I 
will  hear from heaven, and will 
forgive their sin and heal their 
land."  

virtuous enough to do so. 
Perhaps we should take off our 
righteous robes just long enough 
during these 40 days to put ashes 
on our own heads, to come 
before God with a new humili ty 
that is willi ng to confess, "Lord, 
be merciful to me, a sinner." 
Maybe we should be willi ng to 
prostrate ourselves before God 
and plead, "Lord, in my hand no 
price I bring; simply to the cross I 
cling." That might put us in a 
position to hear God in ways that 
we have not heard Him in a long 
time. And it may be the 
beginning of a 
healing for which 
we have so longed. 
O Lord, begin with 
me. Here. Now. 
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journey. We deliberately 
choose to lay down our own 
self-centered lives and 
consciously li ve each 
moment journeying towards 
God’s presence and towards a 
life that is fully integrated 
wi th God’ s will for 
restoration and wholeness. 
The Holy Spirit is constantly 
at work in us, breaking down 
the barriers that distort our 
ability to lead a life that is 
fully integrated with God’s 
purposes.  
According to Henri Nouwen, 
“Discipline is the creation of 
boundaries that keep time and 
space open for God—a time 
and place where God’s 
gracious presence can be 
acknowledged and responded 
to.” This is the kind of 
discipline we all need in order 
to mature into the people God 
wants us to be. 
Lent, the season before Easter 
that commemorates the forty 
days Jesus spent in the 
wilderness before his ministry 
began, invites us to 
contemplate our own 
Christian journey and 
consider the disciplines that 
we need to become whole. 
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(Continued from p. 1) 

to go on an inner journey to 
find Christ. They believed their 
home was not this world, but 
the heavenly Jerusalem, toward 
which all of life moves us. 
They saw themselves as 
“guests of the world.” Every 
experience encountered and 
every activity undertaken on 
the way was an opportunity to 
meet or to represent Christ. 
At the center of God’s vision 
for the future is a wonderful 
dream of a world in which all 
of creation is restored to the 
wholeness and harmony of 
relationships that were broken 
through the disruption of the 
Fall. God looks forward to the 
day when all people are 
r est o r ed  p hy si c al l y , 
emotionally, and spiritually. 
God’s dream is that we live and 
work together in harmony and 
mutual trust, caring for the 
earth and relating personally to 
our loving Creator. 
To be a disciple of Christ 
means to grab hold of this 
vision and make it the 
destination for our li fe’s 

How can we deepen our 
relationship to God as we 
represent and meet with 
Christ through our words and 
action? 
Many of us are unfamiliar 
with the practice of Lent, 
though its observance is 
gaining popularity in all kinds 
of churches from Baptist to 
Pentecostal. Those of us who 
do acknowledge it tend to 
think of Lent as a time to give 
up a non-essential food item, 
like chocolate, or activities 
such as watching TV. Some 
of us fast for a day or two and 
get a warm glow of 
satisfaction because of our 
sacr i f i ce,  but  these 
observances make little if any 
difference to the ongoing 
journey of our lives. 
Lent is not really about 
sacrifice or deprivation. In the 
early church, this was a time 
of preparation for those about 
to be baptized. Today it is 
more often regarded as a 
season of soul-searching and 
repentance for all Christians 
as a preparation for the joy 
and celebration of Easter. 
Unfortunately for many of us, 
our soul searching is as 

perfunctory as our sacrifices. 
We spend a little more time 
reading the bible and praying. 
Some of us spend a few hours 
working with a local mission, 
but otherwise our lives are 
unchanged. And after Easter, 
there is very little to show for 
our commitment.  
This year during Lent, be 
invited to enter into a journey 
with Jesus toward the Cross, a 
journey that will change lives 
forever. Be ready to set aside 
t i me to deepen your 
relationship with God by 
entering the brokenness of our 
world. Allow yourself to 
encounter Christ as you reflect 
on all the aspects of your life 
and our world that distort your 
ability to live as effective 
representatives of God and 
God’s kingdom. 
Over the remaining weeks of 
Lent, as we journey with Christ 
toward the cross, examine these 
areas of brokenness and explore 
how we can 
move closer to 
God and more 
effectively be 
God’s hands of 
heali ng and 
wholeness.  
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Buyer Agent 
Seller Agent 

   

Helping  
Real People  

with Real Estate 
 

 Mike Smith  
Realtor/Notary 
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The next meeting of the Board of Directors 
will be held at the church at 6:15 on this 
date. All are welcome to attend! For more 
information, see any Board member (see 
box on page one).  
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A local organization where our community 
comes together to socialize.   

 

Covered dish gatherings are held monthly. 
 

Annual dues - $10.00 (single) or $15.00 (couple) 
 

For membership information contact  
Jim at (610) 431-0269, JEY1114@aol.com 

 

DEADLINE  
FOR THE  

APRIL 
IMAGE:  

10 PM TUES, 
MAR. 30th 

 

Please address all 
submissions to Shelly 

at shellenaid@ 
comcast.net 
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M e t r o p o l i t a n 
Community Churches 
and the Euroregional 
Center For Public 
Initiatives, an NGO 
MCC founded in 
Eastern Europe have 

received grants to advance projects central to its core mission of 
"Tearing Down Walls. Building Up Hope."  
 
Combating Religion-based Anti-LGBT Violence in Jamaica 

The Religion and Values program of the Arcus Foundation has 
awarded Metropolitan Community Churches a grant of $30,000 
(US) to create a multi-faceted strategic plan to end religiously-
sanctioned violence against LGBT people in Jamaica and to 
develop and train leadership to implement the plan.  

Leaders from Sunshine Cathedral MCC-Jamaica and Sunshine 
Cathedral MCC (Fort Lauderdale, FL) will direct the planning 
project, with assistance from MCC's Global Justice Team, the 
Office of Formation and Leadership Development, MCC's 
Moderator, Rev. Nancy Wilson, and other international alli es. 

In making the announcement, MCC's Irma Bauer-Levesque 
noted, "This grant will make it possible for a planning team and 
advisory committee to meet regularly over nine months to build 
an actionable plan that will include leadership training, coalition 
building, and resource development. The team will formulate 
the core components of a program to challenge religious and 
societal homophobia within Jamaica and promote respect for 
LGBT human rights and dignity. As we always do, MCC wil l 
frame LGBT rights in Jamaica as a fundamental human right 
and a moral and religious imperative." 

MCC brings a strong background to the Jamaica anti-violence 
project. Rev. Robert Griff in of Sunshine Cathedral MCC and 
Rev. Pat Bumgardner, chair of the MCC Global Justice Team, 
have been working with a strong and experienced Jamaican 
leadership team over the past five years.  

The Arcus Foundation funds efforts to achieve social justice 
inclusive of sexual orientation, gender identity and race. Grants 
provided thorough its Religion & Values Program are targeted 
to: 

1. change exclusionary denominational policies that prevent 
LGBT individuals from expressing their faith; 

2. build a faith-based progressive social justice movement 
that is inclusive of LGBT human rights; 

3. refute beliefs that portray gay, lesbian, bisexual, and 
transgender people as sinful and immoral. 

We are enormously grateful to the Religion and Values Program 
of the Arcus Foundation for supporting MCC's efforts to combat 
religiously sanctioned violence and homophobia in Jamaica. 

(To be continued in the April IMAGE) 
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Rev. Karla Fleshman, Pastor 
Phone: (610) 358-1716 
Email: RevKarla@ImagoDeiMCC.org 

:::
�,0

$
*

2
'

(
,0

&
&

�2
5

*
 

22XXU�U�00 LLVVVVLLRRQQ����
�

Imago Dei Metropoli tan Community Church offers spiritual growth  
and Christ-centered worship to the Rainbow Community preparing people to  
share their God-given time, talent, and treasures with our church and world.  

Location: 
1223 Middletown Rd 
Glen Mil ls, PA 19342 
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Readings For Lent And Easter    
 

Wendell Berry, Dorothy L. 
Sayers, Blaise Pascal 

 
 These 72 brief essays are loaded with inspiring and 
challenging spiritual insight. The authors are incredibly diverse-
-Leo Tolstoy, Thomas a Kempis, Meister Eckhart, Martin 
Luther, Mother Teresa, and John Updike, to name a few.  This 
book will t ake you through the season of Lent, Holy Week and 
the glories of Easter. A wonderful thought-provoking book to 
be enjoyed year after year. 
 
For more information about this book or to order a copy from 
Amazon.com, go to http://www.imagodeimcc.org/books on the 
Imago Dei MCC website.  You'll be sent to Amazon.com, 
where you can complete the transaction.  Amazon takes the 
order, and is responsible for billi ng and shipping.  Imago Dei 
MCC receives a small commission on each sale to support our 
benevolence fund.��  
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