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" Adieu, adieu, to yieu, and yieu and yieu!" - Fredrick Von Trapp, The Sound of Music
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IMAGO DEI MCC
BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Pastor/M oderator
Rev. Karla Fleshman

Vice-Moderator
Teresa Duckworth

Tressurer
Shelly O'Leay
Clerk
Alex Morgan

Misson and Outread:
Terri Talbot

Lay Delegate
Diane Pierce

In the fifth season of Buffy,
the Vampire Slayer, Buffy
went on a spiritual quest to
discover her purpose...her
gift. Why? Because she was
so drained by the cld harsh
redity of her job - daying
demons - that she felt she
was losing the aility to
love. She felt as if she were
growing more axd more
detached from the joyful
redity of daily living. She
was informed through her
quest, much to her
disappantment, that her gift
was deah. Buffy didn't like
the gift she was given. She
didn't like heaing that her
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gift was deah because that is
what she did, she dayed
demons; and the dslaying of
demons was making her feel
hard.
By now, you are saying, why
is Rev. Karla talking abou
Buffy because that show is
long over? Well, this smple
television show repeaedly
used metaphor to
communicate our human
condition. In this case, Buffy,
growing tired and detached
from the daily grind o a
difficult and demanding job
began seaching for greder
purpose and meaning in her
(See VAMPIRES on page 8)
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By Rev. Karla & Shelly O'Leary- Imago Dei MCC is taking
an important step into reading people for Jesus! To some it
may not seem like a significant step; and to athers it may fed
like aloss when in aduality we ae making gains toward
growth! How so? We ae ending publicaion of The Image
with the April 2010edition.

Like many secular and LGBTQ newspapers, we ae dosing
out this publication for many reasons, but primarily becaise
much of our audience has moved to web-based sources for
information about the church. Our web page has always been
the primary means for communicating our presence to the
larger community, and it offers a more dficient and timely
means of providing visitors with new content, as well as the

detail s of worship, programming and events.
(See"THE IMAGE" on page 6)




ORQKD\ 8SGDW

o0 BIRe,

CHY Cx € HL 8 T

3DJH

Rl ,PCRHLO&&
1 RRQUAPRIGU\Q %TEOG# YANNNG QH) GPGIAK] O/40d Q&K %%
9 ' #4' 4+%* , $.'55"'" &
I'm frequently asked about of Malachi, chapter 3, verse Testament. When Paul our finances, and helps us

the pradice of tithing — giving
10 percent of your income to
God's work. Most often the
guestions center around what
placetithing has in the life of
the church today. Tithing, of
course, is an ancient pradice
It is cited frequently in the

Old Testament.

Remember

Jamb in Genesis, Chapter 22?
He had a dream one night of
God's promise of blessng,

and

when he awoke, he built

an atar to worship God, and
prayed, "Of all you gve me |

will

surely give one tenth to

you." Then we have the book

10: "Bring the full tithe into
the storehouse, so that there
may be food in my house,
and thus put me to the tedt,
saysthe Lord of hosts; seeif
I will not open the windows
of heaven for you, and paur
down for you an
overflowing bessing." The
prophet Maacdi adualy
scolds the Jews for keguing
their tithes and off erings for
themselves — for cheaing
God.

It's harder to find examples
of tithing in the New
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Thanks to the generosity of people like you,
Focus on Haiti: MCC Disaster Relief has raised over

More donations continue to come ~
in...Add your gift through the MCC T
site & http://www.mccchurch.org/ == 3

haiti2010haiti2010.htm! T

$30,000 as of 15 February 2010

Dine Oul., Fichk A | philadeiphia inquirer has
o il dimien Brndeaicina Caled "the busiest
B TS restaurant night of  the
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service arganizations

Make plans now to
participate in the axnual
Dining Out for Life
HIV/AIDS fundraiser!

Thursday, April 29th

Over 200
aadoss the Delaware
Valley will be
participating in what the

restaurants

thousands of men,

throughout our region. Please visit

www.diningoutforlife.org,
where you can search by location, cuisine type, or restaurant.

women, and children

exhorts the Corinthians to
participate in the gped for
the church in Jerusalem, he
asks them to complete the
"generous undertaking" just
as the Macalonians had
done. And he makes it clear
it's not a command, but a
test of the genuineness of
their love. Elsewhere, Jesus
often criticizes those who
make a show of their
tithing.

So it seems today we often
regard tithing as smply a
legalistic Old Testament
pradicethat islargely out of
favor and realy isn't
pradiced much anymore.

But what if we were to
newly embrace this
discipline of tithing as a
guideline for our giving?
What if we were to regard it
as a standard in our joyful
response that we might find
not only appropriate but
attainable? What if we were
to see tithing mt as a
legalistic "must do", but as a
fredy chosen resporse to a
gradous God?

As our most ancient model
of giving, tithing has stood
the test of time. It works just
as well today asit did in the
Old Testament days of
Jamob and Maladi.

Tithing helps us to
honor and worship
God. This discipline of
giving enhances our
spiritual  growth and
trust in God.

Tithing helps us to
exercise a healthy
spiritual discipline over

combat the destructive
forces of materialism,
consumerism, and greed.

Tithing provides crucial
suppat for the missions
and ministries of the
church.

Tithing strengthens our
congregations, helping to
form them into true
Christian communities of
faith, love, and grace

Is tithing for you? Are you
"the sort of person who is
spiritually and financially able
to give 10 percent" of your
income to the church? Are
you ready to move forward in
your giving in response to
God's blessngs in your life?
If so, | invite you to take that
step, no matter where you are
now. If you're dready a
tither, prayerfully consider
growing another percent. If
you're not yet a tither,
consider growing to ten
percent and experience new
joy. If youre & 1 o 2
percent, try growing to 3
percent in your journey
towards tithing. Whatever
incresse you choose, do so
only out of joy, only out of
love for what God has given
you.

Written by Mark Quade, from
the Evangelical Lutheran
Church in America website,
www.eda.org .

For additional financia and
stewardship resources, visit
our Stewardship website &:

http://www.imagodeimcc.
org/ministries/
stewardship_ministry/
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Outreach at Equality Forum:
Recruiting NOW!

Our largest annual OUTREACH a EQUALITY FORUM's
May 2nd SUNDAY OUT Stred Festival will be upon us before
we know it, so we ae seeking co-cgptains NOW to huild a
team and start planning for thisimportant outread.

If you are interested in learning more before saying YES,
please see Rev. Karla. If we don't have m-captains to build a
team, we wont be &le to autread...so...is God tugging on
your heat to share the good news of God's love with others

today?
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Imago Dei MCC's Bylaws require that two church members
coordinate to count our offering on aweekly basis.

We are in nead o additional voluntee's who can

give a few minutes after worship to help ou with

the munt on a regular basis. If you can help out,

please contact Shelly O'Leary at

shell enaid@comcast.net / 609-927-5844

(4746 (7. 9145* +2

The Fruitful Worship Team will
med at the church on Monday,
April 26th at 7:00 PM ~ all
persons who'd like to be apart of
worship planning and/or lean
more ae invited. For more
infformation, plesse @ntad Ed
Verba at 610-250-7951 or
Eaverba@aol.com

6RIGJ 1 HERIU #V@&FEPEG(D

Tithes & Offerings
Building Fund $
In-kind offerings recorded $

$ 7,005.00

50.00
600.55
972.12

Feb. tithes paid to UFMCC @ 13% $
Five months tithes owed to UFMCC $ 4,270.73

Sunday Attendance 91/ 3 services = 30 Average
First-time guests 8

4 #+4%'& 10.+40"
(14%$0'81."0% (70¢&

In the sixteen months snce establishing
our relationship with Amazon.com, our
church has raised almost $160 for our
Benevolence Fund. The Board of
Diredors would like to thank all who have
incorporated this vital church ministry into
their online shopping habits, and asks that
everyone who makes online purchases to
base your purchases through the Amazon
link on our web page to help our extended church family in
times of crisis and hardship.

Two to ten percent of your purchase is donated by Amazon.
com to help Imago Dei MCC provide housing, food,
transportation, medication, etc., on an urgent temporary basis.

Just bookmark the following link:

htt p://www.imagodeimcc.or g/contribute/when_you_shop/

in your internet browser and use the search box to seled from
thousands of products.

Youll be sent to Amazon.com, where you can complete the
transadion. Amazon takes the order, and handles the billing
and shipping.
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Tithes & Offerings* $ 9,140.51
Building Fund $  60.00
Feb. tithes paid to UFMCC @ 13% $ 1,173.45
Five months tithes PAID to UFMCC!! $ 4,270.73

* Includes $2,500 Matching Grant

Sund ay Attendance
First-time guests

178/ 4 services = 45 Average
37 (Equality Riders)
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New York, NY - Following the devastating January 12th
eathquake in Haiti, Metropditan Community Churches
around the globe mobili zed to dffer not only prayerful
but financial suppart. With the help dof its congregation
in reaby Santo Domingo, the denomination, dedicated to
serving the LGBT community and all vulnerable populations,
was able to fund direa assistance in the form of food water,
basic medicinal supplies, tents and slegping bags to survivors.

Receitly, The Rev. Elder Nancy Wilson, Moderator of
Metropditan Community Churches, announced a gift in the
amount of $10,000 to Housing Works, a New Y ork City-based
organizaion committed to ending the twin crises of AIDS and
homelessness.

In operation since 1990, Housing Works, under the diredion o
Charles King, has recantly assisted in re-opening three medical
clinics in Haiti. Two of the dinics focus primarily on people
living with HIV/AIDS and one has a primary outread to
women and children. --- In addition, Housing Works has been
able to dfer limited assistance in the form of lightweight
mosquito-proof tents to people living with HIV/AIDS who
were rendered homelessby the eathquake's destruction.

"People living with AIDS are on the bottom of the help list,"
said King. "We ae so gateful for MCC's generous gift. It will
mean that some of the most vulnerable and underserved in Haiti
will get the basic cae axd supplies they need to survive ---
including temporary shelter."

Rev. Wilson, who speaheaded MCCs campaign to offer
immediate and dired suppart to the ravaged communiti es of the
island nation, said, "To beleft homeless and hungry --- in many
cases, having lost all family member and friends --- is bad
enough. To try to live without the medicaions, treament and
care people living with HIV/AIDS nedl to survive, is even
worse. We know that Haiti is the Caribbean nation most
affected by HIV/AIDS, and we ae praying that the gift we
offer today will both save lives and build up hope for the
future.
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If you have ay questions about the curch's mission and
ministry or if there is a new ministry you hope the curch
would consider, pleese mntad Rev. Karla & 610-358-1716

If any of the ministries listed below interests you, plesse mntad
the ministry leader to learn more @out a particular ministry and
find out how you can be apart of making things happen at
Imago Dei MCC!
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"For the Lord your God is God d gods, ..and loveth the
stranger, in giving him food and raiment. Love ye therefore
the stranger." Deut. 10:17-19.

Henri Nouwen's bodk "Reading Out" is a fine description of
this Biblicd concept of hospitality. Nouwen reminds us that
"hospitality” in the Bible refleds the conditions in the biblical
world where motels and hotels were not avail able. In the Bible,
God's people ae taught to welcome the stranger, the alien, the
widow, and the orphan into our midst, becaise God's people
were once themselves grangers in a foreign land (referring
espedaly to the Isradites ensavement in Egypt). Nouwen
says that such hospitality consists of these facds:

Free and friendly space - creding physicd, emotional,
and spiritual spacefor the newcomer tojoin us

Stranger bemmes a guest - in that atmosphere of
hospitality, the stranger is treaed like aguest and paential
friend

Guest proteded - hospitality requires that we offer
protedion or "sanctuary" to the guest

Host gives gifts - the host welcomes the guest by
providing the best gifts possble

Guest gives gifts - in that environment of hospitality, the
guest often redprocates and gives gifts to the host, too
Poverty of heart and mind - in order for us as hosts to
receve the "gifts' that our guests bring, we need an
attitude which Nouwen cdls "poverty of heat and mind" -
in other words, we believe that we don 't know it al and
have not experienced it all, but we ae receptive to learn
from newcomers

All guests are important, gifted - in the environment of
hospitality, we discover that al guests are important and
off er gifts, even those we might least susped

Acceptance not hogtility - Nouwen reminds us that
hospitality is based upon accetance not hostility,
espedaly the subtle hostilities that make fun of
newcomers or put them into embarrassing situations
Compasson - hospitality is basicdly a sense of
compasson, a redization that we ae more dike than we
are different

Do you enjoy meeting new people? Do you have aflair for setting
a table or making strangers fed welcome? If so, the hospitality
team would like you to try out hosting or helping with a Sunday
Socia hour. Lean more dout theteam at :

htt p://www.imagodeimcc.or g/ministries/hospitality/

or by contading Jim Day at hospitality@I| magoDeiMCC.org.
Meanwhile, consider the following prayer before meds in
April :
“Be present at our table, Lord!
Be here and everywhere adored.
Your merciesbless and grant that we
May feast in Paradise with Thee!”
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After an anonymous donor offered
Imago Dei MCC an anniversary gift of
$2,500 contingent on the mngregation
raising an equal amount by our 10th
anniversary weekend, the congregation
pulled together and doated almost
twicethe required funds!

During the Offertory sedion d our
Anniversary/Palm Sunday Worship
Service, Rev. Karla presented Rev. Elder Diane Fisher a check
for $427Q73, representing payment of five months of back
tithes from 2008

The Board of Directorswould like to thank our anonymous
donor and everyone who went above and beyond to raise
these much needed funds! A summary of this successful
fundraising effort islisted below.

Fundsreceved by 3/28 $ 1,542.00
Funds pledged by 4/30 $ 339227
M atched $ 2500.00
Total $ 7,434.27
Net after tithes (x 0.87) $ 6,467.81
L essback tithes paid 3/28 $(4,27073)
Net $2197.08
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Support our allies by subscribing to the YES! Codlition's
News Email list: Visit http://www.yescoaliti onphilly.org/
news/ or send an email to news-
subscribe@yescodliti onphil ly.org.

The Yes! Codlition is a diverse group of people who work
together to say "Yed!" to cdebrating faith, and "Yes!" to
affirming sexuality and gender expresson.

The Y es!Codliti on serves the Greaer Philadelphia aea andis
entirely voluntea-run. Check it out at yescoalationphilly.org !
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TH E | MAGE,(continuedfrompagel)

For the past seven yeas we have used Constant Contad® to
send out timely announcements of church/community events,
as well as inspirational reflections. We shall continue to use
Constant Contad® as a primary means of communication
along with our website, and pdan to expand these online
resources as much as possible.

The Image played an invaluable role within this church for
nine yeas. Pleae take a moment to thank our editor, Shelly
O'Leay, who has faithfully and artisticdly compiled vita
church information into 94 monthly editions of The Image
sincetaking over the task from the pastor in July of 2002

By ending publicaion of The Image we do three important
things to benefit our community:

[1] Focus greder energy on more dficient communications
toolsthat have awider audiencetoday;

[2] Improve our environmental and financial stewardship by
reducing the amount of paper used and ather printing costs;
and

[3] Suppat our Church Treasurer and Lead Musician in
redlocaing a most predous gift to the church...the gift of
her time.

Being a good steward means sharing your time, talent, and
financial treasures equally and with purpose. We hope you can
suppart the many ways we can become better stewards today
by taking advantage of our growing online resources.

4'8 -#4.# 5*1745

Sunday —9:30to 330
Monday — 1230to 9.30*
Tuesday — OFF
Wednesday — 1230to 9.30*
Thursday — 9:30to 3:30 (sermon prep day)
Friday — OFF

Saturday — OFF

* To schedule an appantment, please cdl 610 3581716. Rev.
Karla often facilitates programming at the curch on
Weekday evenings. Please visit the church website or read

the Image for up-to-date programming content and
schedules.

O

(Due to ongoing budget constraints,
Rev. Karlais currently employed at % time with our church.)
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Do you remember the warm welcome you receved the first
time you came through our doas? Would you like an
opportunity to share some of that warmth with others and help
with Sunday worship too?

Plesse prayerfully consider joining the
Usher/greeter team, to ensure that all of our
visitors get awarm "welcome home!"

For more info, contad Jim Jochims at 610
9999774 | jameshj ochims@rcn.com.
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If you're new to Imago Dei MCC, you might not be
aware of the restricted parking spaces (marked with
painted crosses) nea the entranceto the church.

As part of our rental agreement with Gradyville
United Methodist Church, these spaces are
reserved for the Methodist congregation, who are generally part
of an older demographic groupthan Imago Dei MCC.

So please remember in the future to save these prime parking
spaces for our gradous host congregation.

(0#. ' &614#. 4'8+49

| always envied people who knew ealy in their lives what they
wanted to do- | redly didn't have a ¢ue! Thankfully, God dd,
and led me to a voluntea opportunity as editor of MCC
Baltimore's weekly newsletter, Higher Ground in 1997.

More than 150Higher Grounds, 94 Images, and 50-odd FAA
documents later, | think | finally haveit figured out.

| redly love diting, and ayear ago, God led meinto agrea job
a few miles from home, getting paid to dowhat | love to dg
with lots of room to grow, sitting a minute away from the love
of my life, Diane.

I'm tempted to turn this little goodbye into a testimony on the
power of faith and tithing, but (thankfull y) there's only another
inch of spacetofill .

So I'll take my last inch of Image spaceto thank you all for
your faithful readership over the past nine yeas and for al of
your contributions and feedback. | redly enjoyed the challenge
of getting all the news to fit aestheticdly in an even number of
pages for you every month, and | doubt if | would have gotten
that dream job | didn't know | wanted without the experience |
gleaned fromiit.

~ Shelly O'Leay, Image Editor

W/ / 70+46; 914-
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1. Equality Riders - Rev. Karla enjoyed standing in
solidarity with the Equality Riders while they launched
their Equality Ride 2010 at Valley Forge Christian College
on March 5" 2010. She was joined by one other
congregant from Imago Dei MCC ~ Monical

The Riders worshiped with Imago Dei MCC on Sunday,
March 7" and were most grateful they chose to do so...a
few had not worshiped in a church for a very long time
and were grateful to learn about a welcoming and
accepting Christian congregation.

2. West Chester University — Rev. Karla will be a guest
judge for West Chester University’s Annual Karaoke and
Drag Show taking place Friday, April 7™

3. Prysm Youth — Rev. Karla was the guest speaker on
March 10" with this LGBTQI high school and college age
group of young adults. Almost 30 crammed into the room
to learn about Queer Stories in Scripture.

4. Temple University — The Temple
University Student Press contacted Rev.
Karla for an interview in preparation for a
visit from Fred Phelps and Westboro
Baptist Church. The focus of the interview
was how to encourage students toward
non-violent action when faced with hateful
rhetoric. The reporter had attended Rev.
Karla's 2009 talk at Equality Forum entitled
Would Jesus Discriminate?

5. Equality Forum 2010 — Rev. Karla will give
a talk at this year's Equality Forum on
Saturday, May 1st, entitted Would Jesus
Discriminate?
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(Continued fromp. 1)

life. Have you ever done
that?

Do you ever fed, at times,
that you are slaying demons,
such as a wayward computer
program, serving mean
customers, or trying to tame
an out of control
organization? Has your job
ever felt so burdensome - or
worse, boring - that you
found yourself growing
more detached from reality?
Whether it ison the job o at
church, merely going
through the motions of work
or worship can become a
awful drag. It may fed as if
the fiery pasdon of purpose
has become a sputtering
spark misfiring. When this
happens, we often look
outside of us for the cause of
our pain, when redly we
should be looking inward at
our hearts. Chedking the
condition of our hearts and
minds may render greater
answers to rekindling the
fire than criticizing the
surroundngs in which we

o0 BIRe,
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work and worship.

Paul, in his letter to the
Romans, writes, "l appeal
to you therefore, brothers
and sisters, by the mercies
of God, to present your
bodies as a living saaifice,
holy and acceptable to
God, which is your
spiritual worship. Do not
be conformed to this
world, but be transformed
by the renewing of your
minds, so that you may
discern what is the will of
God." [Romans 12:1-2]
Buffy went on her quest to
transform her mind and
spirit by discerning the
purpose of her daily
sacifice of servicee We
must do the same,
espedally if we feel
spiritually as bright as a
shrouded 40-watt light
bulb. We are challenged to
seek God's will even if it
means acceting the gifts
and cdling that God has
placed within us, even if
that calling and those gifts
scare us.

To regain the vibrancy of
life, and to become a
shining light of love and

joy, we eat must discover
our caling, our passon,
and our gift; and live into
that calling by using the
gift God has given you.
Buffy's ultimate gift was to
give her life to save the
world - humanity itself -
from demons. Y es, another
metaphor making ws think
of the sacrifice of Christ,
but a metaphor we might
apply to ourselves. Jesus
said, "For those who want
to save their lives will | ose
them, and those who lose
their lives for my sake, and
for the sake of the gospel,
will save them." [Mark
8:35]

Whatever gift we have,
whether we like it or not,
we ae to use it for the
sake of the gospel and for
the sake of our fellow
brothers and sisters.

Paul writes to the church
in Corinth, "To ead is
given the manifestation of
the Spirit for the common
good." Each is given at
lesst one gift from the
Spirit to serve one another
"for just as the body is
one," writes Paul, "and hes
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many members, and all the
members of the body,
though many, are one body,
so it is with Christ." [1
Corinthians 12:7, 12]

We ae cdled to make
spiritual sacrifices by using
the gifts God gives us
that we may build up the
body of Christ. By doing so,
we too save the world with
Christ; and we might even
slay a demon or two in the
procesd

May you take time during
this month of April, of
springtime and renewal, to
take aquest and discover the
gift God has placed in you!
Amen.
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If you have aprayer request during the week you may send your
request to farsideprayer@aol.com. All prayer requests will be sent
to the prayerful people on our prayer chain. If you have any
guestions please mntad Chuck Bickert at the @ove email address.

If you would like to be a part of the prayer chain, please
send an email to Chuck Bickert at far sideprayer@aol.com.

Farside dso dffersaresource cdled Todls for Meditation. Just
go to www.imagodeimcc.org and in the
Farside Prayer Ministry page and click
on thelink at the bottom to dawvnload.

Sacred Space is a new online resource to
enable you to pray from home, work, or
anywhere there is a cmputer. Just go to
www.imagodeimec.org and at the bottom
of the Farside Prayer Ministry page is a
link that will take you to this wonderful
resource
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Make a joyful noise unto the Lord,
all the earth! - Psalm 66:1

If you would like to lean more, please
contadt MariaVitello at (610) 772-0824
or Sgkykln61@yahoo.com
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: QW 4GIN UOG hanks to all who
donated their time,
PHOIO OKP SQATEG talents, tressures, and
PREFERRED content to the IMAGE
over the yeas!

Buyer Agent
Seller Agent Everything you might
Helping have found in the
Real People foregone IMAGE cean
with Real Estate henceforth be found in
) ) our weekly emails or on
Mike Smith our website, through the
Redtor/Notary | | fajthful efforts of Rev.
1 HHKEG IK,ajJim_Day, and ?her
%G eadersin suppart of our

mission and ministry.
/KMG UBRQN EQ
YYY OKMGUOKVJITGCN@UV| And if you miss holding
, something while you
$AVKOWE 2KM read, just pick up a
IGFKC 2# bible! ~;-)
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The next meding of the Board of Diredors
will be held at the church a 6:15 o this
date. All are welcome to attend! For more
information, see ay Board member (see
box on page one).
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A locd organization where our community
comes together to socialize

Covered dish gatherings are held monthly
Annual dues - $10.00 (single) or $15.00 (couple)

For membership information contact
Jimat (610) 431-:0269, JEY 1114@aol.com

| %%
)"0 4%,
%10 ('4' 0%
# 9%# 27 . %l
‘A0 A AN bk

AGIKUST VQFC[" YYY
|GPAUEPHESEG
OEEIJWTEDT

| %%# PRONEGJ( QVFECKP ) TPV

Editor's note: This

is the final
ingallation o a
threepart article

that began in the
February iswue of
the IMAGE.

Metropditan Community Churches and the Euroregional Center
For Public Initiatives, an NGO MCC founded in Eastern Europe
have recaved grants to advance projeds centra to its core
mission of "Teaing Down Walls. Building Up Hope."
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The Euroregional Center For Public Initiatives, an NGO
established in Romania aid founded by Metropolitan
Community Churches, has receved a two-yea grant of
$110000 (US) from the Open Society Institute to organize and
train adivists to promote sexual and reproductive rights in
Eastern European countries.

George Soros, founder of the Open Society Institute, has long
supparted eff orts to increase democracy and huild civil societies
in countries of the former Soviet Union and Eastern bloc. The
grant will provide funding to organize and convene & least one
human rights conference in Eastern Europe, provide materials,
train adivists, and establish a network of progressive
organizaions and individuals to promote human, civil and
reproductive rights for women and sexual minorities in
Romania and Moldova. It will assst organizations in
responding to the oppressve redity of religious extremists.

It was in Eastern Europe that Metropditan Community
Churches first became known as "The Human Rights Church,”
due to its bold stand on behalf of the human rights of women,
LGBT people, and ather individuals and groups marginalized
and oppessd by religious extremists and governmental and
paliti cd antipathy.
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We ae deely thankful to ead of these foundations for their
partnerships with Metropditan Community Churches, and to
the incredible work of Irma Bauer-Levesque of the MCC
Development Office and the suppartive network of MCCers
around the world that have contributed to these
acomplishments. Each of these funding organizations is
making it passble for MCC to crede resources, train adivists,
and establish programs that address $gnificant - and often life-
threaening - needs. These grants make it possble for us to
touch and impad the lives of red people & their point of need,
and provide the oppatunity for MCC to live out its misson:
"Teaing Down Walls. Building Up Hope."
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Imago Del Metropolitan Community Church offers spiritual growth

and Christ-centered worship to the Rainbow Community preparing people to
share their God-given time, talent, and treasures with our church and world.

Locaion:
1223Middetown Rd
Glen Mills, PA 1934

Rev. Karla Fleshman, Pastor
Phone: (610 3581716
Email: RevKarla@ImagoDeiMCC.org
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Glimpses of Heaven:
True Stories of Hope and
Peaceat the End of Life's

Journey - Trudy Harris, RN

Trudy Harris began her careg with Hospice in 1981, eventualy
beaming the president of the Hospice Foundation for Caring. This
colledion of more than forty true stories of Harris's patients offers
realers an incredible glimpse at what lies beyond and what the
living can learn from the dying. Her patients have described to her
visions of angels and loved ones who have gone on before, the
sounds of ethereal music, colorsthat did not exist on earth. She has
been with hundreds of patients as they took their last breaths and
knows the kinds of questions that bath the dying and the loved
ones they are leaving behind ask. Tender, heatbreaking, and eye-
opening, Glimpses of Heaven dfers a window into the world
beyond and life dter death.

For more information about this bodk or to arder a copy from
Amazon.com, go to http://www.imagodeimcc.org/bodks on the
Imago Dei MCC website.  Youll be sent to Amazon.com,
where you can complete the transadion. Amazon takes the
order, and is responsible for billing and shipping. Imago Dei
MCC recaves a small commisson on ead sale to suppart our
Benevolence Fund.
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