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"Theway | seeit, if you want the rainbow, you gotta put up with therain." - Dolly Parton
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God said, “T his is the sign
of my covenart | am naking
between me and you and

eveything living aound
you and evayone living
after you.

I’'m putting my rainbow in
the douds, a sign d the
covenart between me and
the Earth.

Fromnow on, when | forma
cloud over the Earth andthe
rainbow appears in the
cloud I'll remember my
covenart between me and
you and eveythingliving.”

(Genesis 9:12-15,
The Message)

e head the

rain coming

through the

flash of
lightning and clap of
thunder, so while the dark
clouds gathered, Jim Day
and | wheded the grill—
loaded with hedthful
foods—under the diurch
awning. Most folks had
arrived for our Hedthy
Foods BBQ event before the
downpour; and they were
inside preparing for the
banquet!

The music played over the
sound system; and the

families had gathered around
the tables ready with a
bourtiful feast. As the drink
was poured, it also paured
outside. We were dry and in
air-conditioned comfort on
this hot, stormy Friday
eveningin July.

We were many gender
identities, sexual orientations,
ethnicities, ages, and abiliti es,
with assorted religious
experiences prior to arriving
at Imago Dei MCC.

We are God s Diversity!
We are the Body of Christ!
(See"PROMISE" on page 10)
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of life rather than as a system of beliefs? Brian Mclaren writes,
You can't takean epidural shat to ease the pain of giving krth

to character.

Are you
searching for
eveyday
sacredness?

Perhaps you are
more interested
in faith as a way

+$7 ,6/(&7,2"',9,18$"

edio Divina smply means divine reading, spiritua
reading, or holy reading, and represents an ancient
Christian pradice of prayer and scriptural realing
intended to engender communion with the Triune
God, while dso increasing one’s knowledge of God's Word.

It is a way of praying with Scripture that cdls one to study,
ponder, listen, and, in the cae of Imago Dei MCC, discuss
together before dosing out our evening in

prayer.

L

One canot go to the McJesus restaurant menu found on some
corner of a highway of life looking for fast spiritual food that
isbath hedthy and feeds the whole being of a person. For faith
as a way of life, one must cultivate spiritual pradices that are
as ancient as the days in which Jesus walked among his
disciples along the Seaof Galilee

(See"VESPERS" Continued on page 7)

Brother Michad Casey writes, The Bible LECTIO
is an instrument of salvation ony DIVINA
because it chalenges our habtual % 5
beliefs, attitudes, and kehavior. As son %, &
as it begins only to confirm and reinforce ;

(Continued on page 7)
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Most people
usually have @&
least one type of
insurance -- auto
insurance.  Many
individuals  also
have other types
of insurance, such
as life, longterm
hedthcare, or property insurance Some
people even cary a @mprehensive
policy, commonly cdled an umbrella
pdicy. Redisticdly, one may purchase
insurance to cover just about any type of
property or circumstance

What type of insurance do you have?
Regardless of the pdlicies that you may
currently own, one type of insurance
proteds you from worshiping material
wedth. This palicy encourages prudent
financial giving. Some people may have
discovered this insurance others are still
seachingfor it.

In Luke 16, Jesus shares with Hhs
disciples the story of the dishonest
manager. In this parable, the manager,
who was employed by a wealthy man,
facad the risk of sudden unemployment.

He had foolishly sguandered the
property that had been entrusted to him.
He desperately attempted to salvage his
employment. The manager sought new
friendships by settling outstanding debt
with the employer's clients and by
accepting an amount smaller than the
balance Jesus concludes this parable
by teeching that those dishonest with
small matters are likely to be dishonest
with greaer ones. Jesus further states
that those who are dishonest with
material wedth will not be faithful to
God. It is impossible to worship bah
money and God.

The true wedth offered by Jesus is the
abundance of God's grace Jesus
reminds his disciples to be faithful
stewards of resources that ultimately
belong to God. By focusing on God
instead of money, one will be held
forever by God. Money does not have
this eternal ability. The themes in this
parable ae not limited to dishonesty,
selfishness and materialism. Jesus
extends the ways to use wedth for
God's purposes rather than for mere
self-serving purposes. Christians affirm

the belief that people ae stewards or
managers of God's gifts. Giving proteds
us from being ruled by material wedth.
Giving is a fredng experience We ae
led by God, in whom we place ultimate
trust and faith.

God dksires for us to live lives that are
measured by our ability to dve, not to
get! People often miss the most
important relationship of al when they
are trapped in the hyper-consumer
culture of material wedth. This most
important relationship is the saving,
gracefilled relationship of Jesus Christ.
It is a life of asarance! It is life
insurance!

So do you have insurance? Are you
regularly committed to giving your
witness prayers, presence and financial
gifts? If you real the fine print in God's
palicy, you will note that you are mvered
from here to eternity!

Copyright 2008David S. Bell . Used with
permisgon.
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Now you can help our extended church family in times of crisis

and hardship when you Shop Online!
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your used beverage
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Regycling ismandatory in Edgmont Township, so

[ A
please take a seand or two to make sure you direct t@b‘
]
. ¢

ontainersand bulletinsinto

Shop aline & Amazn.com and suppat the IDMCC
Benevolence Fund and a premium of up to 10% of your total
purchases will be donated to Imago Dei MCC to provide
housing, food, transportation, medicaion, etc., on an ugent
temporary basis at no additional cost to you.

Bookmark http://www.imagodeimcc.org/
contribute/when_you_shop/ in your internet | s Amazonom
browser and use the seach bax to purchase
thousands of products.

Youll be sent to Amazon.com, where you can
complete your transadions. Amazon takes the |[FE—G——
order, and is responsible for billing and [

shipping.

the proper recycling bins.

THANKS FOR RECYCLING THIS NEWSLETTER!
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Tithes & Offerings $ 5,239.50
Building Fund $  50.00
In-Kind Donations $ 437.12
June tithes paid to UFMCC @ 6% $ 339.89

Five months tithes owed to UFMCC $ 4,270.73

Attendance 107 / 4 services = 27 Average
First-time guests 2
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By Diane Pierce

This is supposed to be alLay
Delegate report, to you, from
me, giving you an uwplifting
and encouraging synopsis of
al things MCC from a
Regional Conference
perspedive, and highlighting
Imago Dei as our church
relatesto MCC.

But I’'ve been going through a
rough time here lately! They
say that change is good
They say that transition is
inevitable. “T hey' need their
heads examined!

This yea has sen a lot of
change for me, for Imago Dei,
for our country, and for our
denomination, Metropditan
Community Churches (MCC).
I’m not used to change & all,
and I've had about &l the
transition that | can stand for
one lifetime, and yet change
and transition kegps coming.

The cmpany | work for lost
its bid to retain the mntrad to
the FAA that | work under.
As me of you know, | was
sweding whether or not I'd
have a job at the end of July.
I'm happy to say that | do
have that job! | found out
only the last week of July that
I'd be rehired on the new
contrad, by the company that
won that contrad — the same
company that offered me 36%
lessthan my current salary on
their first offer. But by the
graceof God, | now have a
job - at a comparable salary -
and | picked up an extra week
of vacdion per yea in the
ded. Trangtion... change...
Not always bad, but nealy
always a chall enge.

You may also know that
Imago Dei has been

struggling to pay its tithe to
the fellowship. By
fellowship | mean MCC,
our denomination.  Rev.
Elder Nancy Wilson,
MCC'’s current leader, has
worked with Imago De to
temporarily pay tithes at a
lower, incrementing rate, so
that we as a church can
remain in good standing
with the fellowship (and
retain our voting privilege at
conferences).

Our congregation is going
through a transition. We're
trying to grow in numbers.
We're trying to grow in the
Spirit, too, bringing
through a transition of our
souls. | am not alone in my
transition. | am not the only
one here enduring change.

Finaly, MCC is going
through change; transition is
inevitable in the current
ewmnomy. MCC is cutting
back oaff, making tough
dedsions on restructuring and
letting folks go. Our own
regiona elder, Rev. Elder
Arlene Ackerman has been
relieved from her duties as
our Regional Elder. She has
been retained in the caacity
of consultant, but it's a big
trangtion for her, and for
MCC — and for us in Region
Three

| asked the question at
conference, at the business
meding. We had been
divided into groups by sub-
region and a knowledgeable
person was asdgned to ead
group to lea the discusgon
and answer questions. |
asked, "Will we be meding
again in three yeas for a
Region Three onference?
He quite honestly said, “I
don’'t know.” That answer

is often the best answer for
transition, for change,
becaise so dften there isn't
a definitive end in sight at
many beginnings.

We know where we want to
be & the end of transition,
but what we hope will be
the final result isn't for usto
know until we get there.
We nea faith to see us
through.

| saw a lot of faith being
exercised a  conference
Faith is mething MCC
knows a lot about. How else
do you grow from twelve
folks meeting in a living
room into a worldwide
denomination against the
grain of popular Christian
opinion  unless you have
faith? Amongst the
trangition, and in the midst of
change, | saw faith and hope,
topped with peace taking on
all that change and transition
coud dsh out. Asaresult, |
fed better about where we're
going as a denomination. As
Imago Dei’s representative &
conference, as part of asingle
church in this now worldwide
denomination, as patentialy
overwhelming as al of the
change and trandtion is, |
can't help but fed hopeful,
too.

In al the unsure hesitation,
and general uneasiness, |
got the feding that the
leadership o MCC was
thriving on it — unlike me. 1
felt like curling wp in a
corner and uttering “woe is
me, woe is me!” But they all
were looking to the future,
as if fealing on the
challenge. | finally redized
that the Spirit of God was
very much in that place and
in the dedsions they were

making. Jesus Christ has
aways been and aways will
be & the lead of any MCC
charge. TheimportanceMCC
places on having God at the
center of al things MCC
makes me fed very good
quite honestly.

Three yeas from now, what
will MCC look like? | don't
know... a lot will be mapped
out and the groundwork laid
between mow and Genera
Conference next yea. Most
of that will be finalized at
General Conference We
have the best we euld hope
for making the dedsions that
will guide MCC and churches
like ours into an unseen
future. Trangition... change...
And who better than Jesus to
take the lead?
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The Shack

Discussion Group
Tuesdays, 7:00—-8:45PM

September 29— November 10

The Shadk has touched millions of readers with its portrayal of
a mmpassionate God in the face of grea evil. Many have
identified with the main charader's Grea Sadness the terrible
burden of grief that often accompanies and foll ows a deep loss,
for the Grea Sadness is part of the human condition. And it
compels us to ask: Where is God? Who is God?

Join us every Tuesday from September until November as we
listen to and dscuss Roger Mueller's reading of William P.
Y oung's controversial novel.

For more information, contad Val Benner vbenr59@aol.com
or Jim Day jamesday1@verizon.net.
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The word is always a word for others. Words need to be heard.
When we give words to what we ae living, these words need to
be recaved and responded to. A speaker nedls a listener. A
writer needs arealer.

When the flesh - the lived human experience - bemmes word,
community can develop. When we say, "Let me tell you what
we saw. Come and listen to what we did. Sit down and let me
explain to you what happened to us. Wait urtil you hea whom
we met," we cdl people together and make our lives into lives
for others. The word brings us together and cdls us into
community. When the flesh becomes word, our bodies become
part of abody of people.

- Henri Nouwen
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Do you know your story isfound

within our story of Christian faith? Do you want to
encourage others to share their stories with you? Now you
have achance!

Join Rev. Karlain a discussion group medingthe first
Monday of each month from September thru May. The
focus will bein threeparts:

< Leaningto tell your own story;

< Leaning to seeour storiesin God's gory;

< Leaning how to help atherstell their storiestoa!

This is a high-commitment group in which folks will be
expeded to make dght out of the nine sessions. For more
information please pick up a brochure from the information
rak or seeRev. Karla.

The fee for the series will cover both required books and
supplemental materials provided by the pastor. The diding
scderate for participantsis $25 to $75.

It'snot to lateto sign up! SeeRev. Karla ASAP!
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facilit ated by Rev. Karla

Topics & Focus — the first hour is a closed session focused on
discipleship, and the remaining time is an open sesson allocated to
the matters of the church, which anyone may attend .

Thisdiscussion ison hiatus and will resume on
Monday, September 14
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A wide range of viewson thisimportant topic will be
presented by speakersfrom Academia, the Clergy,
Government and Legal Profesgons, including Rev.

Karla Fleshman.

A round-table discussion with the speakerswill be
held at the mnclusion of the Symposium.

Abstract

Marriage is many things to many people! It is a socid,
religious, spiritual, and legal union of individuals that creaes
kinship. This union is often cdled matrimony, while the
ceremony that marks its beginning is usually cdled a wedding.
Arguments put forward to “defend and define marriage @ one
man and one woman” are taking place within court houses,
state houses, and house of worship. In almost every situation
the oral arguments given for maintaining what is referenced as
“traditional marriage” has its origins in Judeo-Christian
teadings. And yet, there ae religious communities and nan-
religious persons whose beliefs and values suppat the
expansion of legal and fiscd rights be &forded to same gender
couples. Whose religious views does a nation foll ow? Those for
or those ajainst redefining marriage to be between two
consenting adults “divorced” of gender spedficaions? What if
religious lealers no longer acted as ‘agents of the state” when
oversedng the signing of legal marriage contrads? The
separation of civil contrad from religious covenant when
defining marriage may be an important step toward gaining
equal rights whil e maintaining freedom of religiousrites.

CH %/ 66" (14 &

Thisfall Imago Dei MCC will have our first student intern from
Lancaster Theologicd Seminary (LTS). In preparation for Esse
Jackson's arrival we have formed a Lay Committee to work
with Ms. Jackson. A Lay Committeeis required bah by LTS
and MCC's Office of Formation and Leadership Devel opment.
We welcome Nancy Whitton, Lay-Fadlitator, Ron Cropper,
Monty Negron, and Ed Verba to represent Imago Dei MCC in
our first Lay Committee to student interns! We will welcome
Ms. Jackson to Imago Dei MCC next month!

2WRQAGH VGO K/GEG

To provide support to the intern, including:

< Welcoming and fadlitating his or her entry into the
community;

Interpreting to athers in the mngregation the role of the
intern;

Being resporsive to the human needs of the intern, such as
acceting and affirming the intern when mistakes are
made, ceebrating rew growth and insights that come; and
Inviting the intern (and family) into a common life ad
ministry.

To dve fealback and evaluation to the intern about his or her
ministry, including:

< Monitoring progressin the learning covenant;

Reflecting on spedfic eventsin the intern’s ministry; and
Providing constructive aiticism about the intern’s work.

<
<

To explore the meaning of individual and corporate vocation,
including:

< Reviewing the history and values of your congregation;
Sharing from personal faith journeys; and
Examining together the issues and
individua vocations.

<

< leanings from

24#;"'4 43 7"565

If you have aprayer request during the week you may send your
request to farsdeprayer@aol.com. All prayer requests will be sent
to the prayerful people on our prayer chain. If you have any
guestions please mntad Chuck Bickert at the dove email address.

If you would like to be a part of the prayer chain, please
send an email to Chuck Bickert at far sideprayer@aol.com.

Farside dso offersaresource cdled Todls for Meditation. Just
go to www.imagodeimcc.org and in the Farside Prayer Ministry
page and click on thelink at the bottom to download.

Sacred Spaceis ahew online resourceto enable you to pray from
home, work, or anywhere there is a computer. Just go to www.
imagodeimcc.org and at the bottom of the Farside Prayer Ministry
pageisalink that will take you to this wonderful resource

(#.. $#%- 61 9 145* +2
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Join Imago Dei MCC in cdebrating the
transition from summer to fall with a
post-worship POTLUCK! We had such
a BLAST with July’s Potluck that we
want to do it again! Bring lawn chairs.
Bring a dish. Bring a GREAT attitude.
Bring an ADVENTUROUS SIRIT and
head to worship camp, too!

Yes - Worship CAMP, tod! We will be canpy about worship
for those who wish to learn more aout worship at Imago Dei
MCC. There will be fun, games, and prizes, too!
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If you have any questions about the church's mission
and ministry or if thereisa new ministry you hope the
church would consider, please mntact Rev. Karla at
610-358-1716.

If any of the ministries listed below interests you,
please mntact the ministry leader to learn more about
a particular ministry and find out how you can be a
part of making things happen at Imago Dei MCC!
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Dea friends,

After Rev. Karla gproached me aout
considering my agppadntment to the Board
of Diredors, | prayed about it, and dso
asked a few questions of padt, current and
new board members for guidance and |
attended the July BOD meeting.

Wanting to serve the mngregation in a
gredaer manner, | fed that my best talents
can be put to good use here & church
serving bath the fellowship and God as a
member of the Board.

| first started attending Imago Dei MCC
on aregular basisin April of 2006 What
drew me to Imago Dei MCC is the fact
that it is a Christ-centered Church,
welcoming ¢ays to openly worship &
receve our Lord at an open table.

| becane amember because | felt drawn
to worship and serve here. A power

| have something to contribute and
much to lean about Imago Dei that |
will put to gooduse.

| have been adive in the following
church programs. Lead like Jesus,

Forgiveness, Because the Bible Tells Me
So, the Fair Trade Festival in Media, our
annuwal Flea Market, Communion
Conversations with Rev. Lance Mullins,
Leaning to Real the Bible with Rev.
Lance Mullins, Reading the bodk, Soul
Feast, our most recet Church Retred,
Stations of the Eucharist, and the Good
Sense Budget course.

| have afaith that runs deep like ariver,
but like ariver at times it dashes against
rocks and races downstream awhile until
it eventually quiets down and finds its
way to the sea- and glorious peace

I'd like the church to know that | am
loyal and reliable, tenadous and kind. |
have leaned through my work to speak
lessand listen more and | will do my best
to represent this fellowship onall levels.

Your sister in Christ,

greder than myself has led me to believe Fruitful Worship, The Power of Teresa Duckworth
8 "' 52" 45 " %6 +1 & +8 +0 #
(Continued from page 1) (Continued from page 1)

There ae ancient ways that can tead us to pradice peace joy,
self-mastery, and justice There ae old dsciplines, such as
contemplative prayer, meditation, and spiritual reading that will
do for our souls what exercise does for our bodes and study
does for our minds.

An ancient pradice with a contemporary purpose... Is this
something that you might be interested in participating in this
fall?

Imago Del MCC will begin an evening worship service known
as Vespers (Evening Prayers) followed by Ledio Divina in
ealy September.

What is Vespers?

Vespers smply means “evening prayers.” This is an evening
prayer service that involves music, spiritual readings,
contemplative prayer, and meditation. Saint Benedict of the
Sixth Century is credited with originating Vespers, which is
followed in Catholic, Orthodax, and some Protestant
denominations.

Vespers—Evening Prayer at Imago Dei MCC will invalve
much of what we ae acaistomed to on any given Sunday with
music, liturgy, scripture, and prayers. There will be no sermon.
The service will last approximately fifty (50) minutes; and will
be foll owed by Ledio Divina.

our own viewsit is reduced to the status of a hand puppet.

There are many waysto read pats of Bible...

[1] Medicine Chest — find atext to fit your “ailment”;
[2] Cutting the Bible — open to arandom page and read;
[3] Grazing— skip throuch to your favorite parts;

[4] Liturgical —read only what is read in church.

All of these ways of opening the Bible may be valid, but are
they invaluable to your faith development becoming formed
into away of life?

...thereisalso oneway to read awhole book of the Bible
Ledio Divinainvolves allowing ourselves to be led to God by
an experienced guide. Our attitude toward the author of the text
we shall study will ad as our mentor in which we may develop
openness, trust, and confidence and a friendship will develop
between us and our author. Making friends with the author of
our text demands that we redly try to hea what is being said as
distinct from what we would exped to be said.

Imago Dei MCC will study the Gospel of John and we will go
as fast or as dow as the Spirit leads us, meding the first and
third Wednesday of every month beginning at 8 PM (following
Vespers) and lasting for fifty (50) minutes.
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Do you remember the warm welcome you receved the first

time you came through our doas? Would you like an

opportunity to share some of that warmth with others and help
with Sunday worship too?

Please prayerfully consider joining the
Usher/greder team, to ensure that all of
our vistors get a warm "welcome
home!" For more info, contad Jim
Jochims at 610-999-9774 /
jamesbjochims@rcn.com.

%# 5 (14 64#5*

Help us redi ze the dream of having our own
worship spacesomeday by bringing in your
used printer catridges, cdl phones and
PDASs, and droppng them in the box at the
rea of the sanctuary for recycling.

7Y

Your "trash" is regycled for cash, and all money raised through
this part of Imago Dei's environmental stewardship ministry
will be designated to the IDMCC Building Fund! For more
information, contad Va Benner at 610-2724839 /
vbenr59@aol.com.
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If you're new to Imago Dei MCC, you might not
be aware of the restricted parking spaces
(marked with painted crosss) nea the entrance
to the dhurch.

As part of our rental agreement with Gradyvill e
United Methodist Church, these spaces are
reserved for the Methodist congregation, who are generally part
of an older demographic groupthan Imago Dei MCC.

So please remember in the future to save these prime parking
spaces for our gradous host congregation.

&1 00" 52.#% .#7 0% ' &

The Philadelphia Community Fellowship and Hope Outreach
Ministries (UCC) recently launched a refuge for gender and
sexual minority youth in Philadelphia, PA.

Recognizing the need for a place of refuge for LGBTQI
Teens who have limited or no resources in Philadelphia,
Reverend Celestine Brooks, Founding Pastor of
Philadelphia Community Fellowship and Reverend
Deborah Savage Pastor of Hope Outreach Ministries
(UCC) with their respective oongregations have joined
together in ministry to offer LGBTQI at-risk and
homeless youth a place of refuge.

Dionne's Place will offer refuge to the gender and sexual
minority population ages 13-19. The mngregations will
provide them with safe, comfortable bedding, food,
counseling and referral services and recreaional adivities
between the hours of 6:00 pm — 6:00 am, starting on
Monday, August 3, 2009.

“We ae atticipating an enormous neal. Espedally as the fall
and winter months grow nea. We will neal suppat from the
LGBTQI gpiritual community as well as any faith-based
organizdions or congregations to asdst usin answering the cdl
from LGBTQI youth-at-risk,” said Rev Brooks.

Dionne' s Placeisrequesting your assstanceand isin urgent
need of shift volunteers, cots, linens, television and radio
equipment, financial support and of course, prayer.

For more information, to refer a teen in real, to make a
donation or to voluntee plesse @ntad Rev. Brooks at
Pastorbrooks@philadel phiacommunityfellowship.org or cdl
267-3388024

4'8
Sunday —9:30to 3:30
Monday — 1230to 9.30*
Tuesday — OFF
Wednesday — 1230to 9:30*
Thursday — 9:30to 3:30 (sermon prep day)
Friday — OFF
Saturday — OFF
* To schedule an appantment, please cdl 610 3581716 Karla
fadlit ates Small Group programming at the church Monday
and Wednesday evenings. Please visit the church website or

read the Image for up-to-date programming content and
schedules.
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(Due to ongoing budget restraints,
Rev. Karlais currently employed at % time with our church.)
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Dea friends —

| first attended Imago Dei services at the
Unitarian  Universalist Church  of
Delaware County, Rose Treelocdion in
2001 | found them through attending
the monthly dances the UUCDC held on
site.

| didn’'t return until 2003 when a flyer |
found advertised a sermon series on
Homosexuality and the Bible that piqued
my interest enough to visit and hopefully
to lean. My purpose was to aleviate
some of the guilt | felt for my newfound
orientation. | attended all three services.
And from what we dl know about
Reverend Karla's intelligence ad
oratoricd skills, | was elated with the
narratives. | planned on returning, but my
life took another turn.

There were many life-changing
experiences in this time of my life, but
this is only suppossed to be an
introduction. Suffice it to say that | was
in the throes of a nomadic life style, was
anger-ridden and suffered low self-
esteem. | was confused. But through the
anger and pain | was willing to give God
another chance (how generous of me!).

| found Imago Dei again upon my return
to Pennsylvania. The first person to
gred me was the wonderful, ever-
smiling, Diane Pierce | can tell you
firsthand that the Welcoming Ministry is
the most suppartive service we offer for
the new attendee It adds an amazng
nerve-settling element to the whole
experience Thisisthereason| servedin
that particular ministry for a time, with
Kelly Rodriguez

The friendly atmosphere and the
functional organizetion d the church
leaders in particular incressed my
atradion and attendance The more |
attended, the oppatunities to become
involved with my Faith and Imago Dei
incressed. Small Groups were aperfect
way to develop and get acquainted with
members of the dhurch on a small scde.
These wonderful people along with
Pastor Karla Fleshman gave me the

positive reinforcement and self esteem
strengthening | needed to gradualy
come out of my “mentally abused’
shell. (I know some of you are saying:
“What? Terri quiet? Shy?? Believe it
or not, yes!) | will never forget al of
your growth-enhancing kindness and
patiencel Thank you!

After a while an opportunity arose for
me to give badk to the church body
some of the love that I’d received and
start to serve our community. The
Domestic Abuse Project house
located in our area needed repairs. |
asdsted Colleen Stuppy in organizing
a new ministry to help these abused
women and families. On three
conseautive Saturdays we repaired
and painted the outside porch and
privacy fence for the women and
children that found refuge from
abusive environments there. What a
wonderful way to give back.

In the next projed that Imago Del
sponsored | made a bad move to
“organize” dong with the help of
superb volunteas. We set up atablein
downtown Media at their yealy
September “ Super Sunday” and, for the
first time, openly advertised our church
and misdon outside of the gay
environment. It was quite acourageous
move for some of usto “come out” and

be seen a a “dgraight” function
advertising a church that “serves to bring
al people to God through Christ” and
“celebrates diversity and independent
thought as ead person works out their
spiritual journey within the context of
community.” (Website:  http://www.
imagodei mcc.org/about/)

Other oppatunities came along for me to
stay involved and ead one has been
unique with pleasant memories of church
folk  bonding. For Philadelphia’s
“Equality Forum 2008 | worked as a
volunteer, and in 2009 became the
organizer. The weather put a damper on
much of the festivities, but the processof
evangelizing to God's people ad the
joyous sense that you' ve given peace ad
hope to someone - even if it's through
bubbles - far outweighs the gloom of
rainy weaher!

Since I've bemme a part of this
community, |'ve regularly participated in
the following adivities and Small
Groups:

Sunday Worship;

Mid-Week Reflections;

Money & The Bible (led by Jim Day);
Forgiveness (led by Rev Karla);
LanceMullin's series on The Eucharist
(and severa others | cannot remember
the titles of).

| have dso served on the following
Ministries:

Welcoming Ministry

Usher Ministry

Music Ministry

| have acceted my recent appantment
to the Board of Diredors, first to offer
my talents in a way that will continually
build up the church that | love, and
seoond, to share dl of the love that was
given to me and strive to dowhat | can to
maintain the strong organizational base
of Imago Dei MCC Church.

Your sister in Christ,

Terri Talbot
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(Continued fromp. 1)

The parties of people mixed
and mingled from chairs to
table to sharing a smoke
outside & the rain came
down, cooling the ground
with a fine mist.
Conversations flitted and
floated from serious to silly
as a guitar was brought out
for folks to sing to some
“oldies.” A child danced and
toddler reached for a
tambourine given to her by a
new caring surrogate
grandma. Plans were made
by four to take trip to the
beach the next day; and the
rain slowed down as the
laughter reverberated in the
space known as both
sanctuary and fellowship
hall.

The Holy Spirit is D lively
and alive among and within
the people this church.

Redpes swapped, tattoos
exposed, and lives shared
intentionally as a people who
follow the way of Jesus. To
look upon this mix you'd see
unlikely people sharing hugs
and stories al made possble
becalse of our common
bonds.

We are the church dive
We are living the promise!

Glancing out the window with
a smile upon my face having
arealy exchanged hellos and
halelujahs with folks <en
last Sunday - as well as last
yea - | was surprised by the
beauty God had given us this
evening. Outside the window
emerged a full double
rainbow!

| couldn’t help myself but
shout above the voices, “A
Rainbow!”
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Several of us stood out in
the parking lot looking
out over the field to see
where the rainbow began
on the left of the parking
lot, arched into the sky
over the field, and landed
on the right side of the
road. The wmlors were
prominent and vibrant,
reflecting upon itself to
create a mirror image
pointing to the sky.

As cell phones and other
cameras clicked away,
the colors became
brighter and brighter.
Those of us outside felt
what was left of the soft
cascade of rain, while
others viewed from the
windows this gift of God.

Conversations began to
pick up again as we
lingered under the
promise with occasional
pause to click a few more
pictures and meditate
upon the meaning of this
beautiful gift.

When God gave the
promise to the people,
they had just endured
hardship having made
their way through one
heck of a storm; and they
were @out to set-up
home.

The people of Imago Dei
MCC have endured
various forms of hardship,
too. Are we &out to set-up
home?

Where is God pointing us

to by way of identity,
vision, misgon, values,
ministry, and location?
These questions may

require for us to enter into
intentional time of
discernment and refledion.
How come? For this, | am
confident; the rainbow is
portending of what may be
ahead for a people who
live the promise.

Friday night - followed by
a most inspiring Sunday
worship - showed me a
people living the promise.
The glimpse of what can
be was most evident by
any observer of the over
fifty folks who gathered
for either or both
occasions.

We are God’ s Diversity!
We are the Body of Christ!
We are the church dlive!
We are living the promisel

Thanks be to God; and
may the people - The
reader of this dory - say
AMEN!
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Rev. Karla has recently been
awarded a continuing
educaion scholarship of a
two-week trip to Israd. She
is one of twenty seleded for
"Journey of Faith Pilgrimage"
by her alma mater, Columbia
Theologicd Seminary. She
will leave October 28th and
will return November 11th of
2009 To lean more, ask
Rev. Karla.

Do you have a good news
moment that youd like to
share? A spedal event or
moment that would kring a
smile to our community? If o,
submit it to
I mage@imagodeimcc.org !
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The Image is YOUR newdlet-
ter. All spiritually relevant con-
tributions and comments are
more than welcome. Send us
your favorite devotions, testi-
monies, coming out dories,
poems, artwork, or whatever
ese inspires YOU and share it
with our Christian community.
Send contributions to Shelly
O’'Leary at shelle-
nald@comcast.net. For more
information, see Shelly, emall,
or cdl 609-927-5844
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PREFERRED Equal protedion in all matters governed by civil law in all
50 states. We will accept no less and will work until it is
Buyer Agent adhieved. Equality Across America &ists to suppart grassoots
Seller Agent organizing in all 435 Congressonal Districts to adieve full
" DEADLINE | |20
ot FOR THE
Pea) People Equal Protedi issues, includ

with Real Estate qual Protedion encompasses many isaues, including:

_ _ SEPTEM B_ER < Reped of the Defense of Marriage Act (DOMA) so that
Mike Smith IMAGE: every marriage in every state has the same federal rights.
Redtor/Notary 10PM TUES, < Reped of Don't Ask, Don't Tell sothat LGBT persons may
serve in the military openly and with the same rights as
1OHHKEG AUGUST 23th their straight counterparts.
‘ YoGN Please addressall < An end to workplacediscrimination for everyone with an
/KMG UBRQN EQ submissionsto Shelly Employment Non-Discrimination Act (ENDA) that
. at shellenaid@ proteds everyone.

SCVKO@EKMG comcast.net <  Theright to adopt children and raise famili es like any other

IE' S50 5044 94 1( 2#

Geriatric Care Management Spedalists
Long Term Care Planning and Assessment
Monitor Client Care
24-Hour On-Call Service
Contact SCP at 610565.588 or
Sbrown@seniorcareof pa.com
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A locd organization where our community
comes together to socialize

Covered dish gatherings are held monthly.
Annual dues - $10.00 (single) or $15.00 (couple)

For membership information contact
Jimat (610) 431-:0269, JEY 1114@aol.com
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The next Imago Dei Board of Diredors
Meding will be held after worship on
August 9. All are welcome to attend! For
more information, see any Board member
(seebox on page one).

< Hate Crimes legidation that includes LGBT people and
proteds us like any other targeted group.

< Immigration reform that recognizes ssme-sex couples and
ends the needless separation of families.

1 Wrwmoq[

Equality Across America is a network of decentralized
organizers in every one of the 435 Congressonal districts.
These organizers form Congesdonal District Action Teams
(CDATYS) that will do the work on the ground in their own
communities to achieve full equality.

Each CDAT works not only toward national equality, but
participates in their locd and state struggles for equality in
aress like marriage, adoption, and work-place discrimination.
Equality Across America @nneds organizers from around the
country so we can suppat one awother in all of our work,
focusing energy and resources in battlegrounds when needed.

* QY \Q| O/IPXQXE

Start by signing our pledge. On the sign-up page you can indicae
if you want to want to join your loca Congressona Digtrict
Action Team and if you want to participate in the National
Equality March in October. After you sign up, youll receive
information about the team in your area If thereisno team in your
Congressiona Didtrict, we @n help you gtart one.

Equality AcrossAmerica exists to serve the Congressional Digtrict
Action Teams. Each Team will be sdlf-organized, led by locd
organizers who know their community and the locd isaues best.

+W8 HDODAMRR/ZPHIFDRJ
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Imago Del Metropolitan Community Church offers spiritual growth

and Christ-centered worship to the Rainbow Community preparing people to
share their God-given time, talent, and treasures with our church and world.
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Location:
1223Middetown Rd
Glen Mills, PA 1934

Rev. Karla Fleshman, Pastor

Phone: (610 3581716
Email: RevKarla@ImagoDeiMCC.org
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by Carter Heyward

Carter Heyward is a pioneering feminist theologian who
has taught for twenty-five yeas at Episcopal Divinity
School in Cambridge, Massachusetts, where she is the
Howard Chandler Robbins Professor of Theology. Since
The Redemption of God (1981) this leader lesbian
Christian voice has addressed issues of power, sexuality,
and social and gender justice in relation to salvation.

For more information about this book or to order a copy
from Amazon.com, go to http://www.imagodeimcc.org/
books on the Imago Dei MCC website. You'll be sent to
Amazon.com, where you can complete the transaction.
Amazon takes the order, and is responsible for billing and
shipping. Imago Dei MCC receives a small commission
on each sale to support our Benevolence Fund.
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Would you like to be a part of an interfaith movement of
welcoming and &cepting congegations? Believe it or nat,
there truly is a group currently meding in Delaware Courty.
Sofar two organizational meetings have taken place the first
was at Imago Dei MCC, the second & Collenbrook United
Church. The next meding will take placeat the UUCDC

The group is cdled the Delaware-Chester County Outreach
of YES! Coadlition. We ae aregiona group focused on being
visible, outreading to those seeking a spiritual community,
offering speaers and programming through our locd churches,
and justice work. Right now the mngregations represented at
both medings were: Imago Del MCC, Unitarian Universalist
Church of Delaware Country, Drexel Hill Baptist Church, and
Collenbrook United Church. We dso had representation from
Prysm, which is the quee youth group meding in Media, PA.
We hope to add to thelist of adive and involved congregations.
Our next meding will focus on what future events, programs,
and passhle justice work we hope to bring to our suburban
area

For more information and a list of passhble topics, please go to
the Yes Coalition's website & www.yescoaliti onphilly.org.

If you would like to attend the next meeting, please spek with
Rev. Karlato learn more details!




