
Are you 
searching for 

everyday 
sacredness? 

 
Perhaps you are 
more interested 
in faith as a way 

of li fe rather than as a system of beliefs? Brian Mclaren writes, 
You can’ t take an epidural shot to ease the pain of giving birth 
to character.  
 
One cannot go to the McJesus restaurant menu found on some 
corner of a highway of life looking for fast spiritual food that 
is both healthy and feeds the whole being of a person. For faith 
as a way of life, one must cultivate spiritual practices that are 
as ancient as the days in which Jesus walked among his 
disciples along the Sea of Galilee. 

(See "VESPERS," Continued on page 7) 
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God said, “T his is the sign 
of my covenant I am making 
between me and you and 
everything living around 
you and everyone living 
after you.  
I’ m putting my rainbow in 
the clouds, a sign of the 
covenant between me and 
the Earth.  
From now on, when I form a 
cloud over the Earth and the 
rainbow appears in the 
cloud, I’ ll remember my 
covenant between me and 
you and everything living.”  
 

(Genesis 9:12-15, 
The Message) 

famili es had gathered around 
the tables ready with a 
bountiful feast. As the drink 
was poured, it also poured 
outside. We were dry and in 
air-conditioned comfort on 
this hot, stormy Friday 
evening in July. 
 
We were many gender 
identities, sexual orientations, 
ethnicities, ages, and abiliti es, 
with assorted rel i gious 
experiences prior to arriving 
at Imago Dei MCC.  
 
We are God’s Diversity! 
We are the Body of Christ! 

(See "PROMISE" on page 10) 

 " The way I see it, if you want the rainbow, you gotta put up with the rain." - Dolly Par ton 
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IMAGO DEI MCC 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

 

Pastor/Moderator 
Rev. Karla Fleshman 

Vice-Moderator  
Alex Morgan 

Treasurer 
Shelly O'Leary 

 

Building Liaison 
Colleen Stuppy 

 

At-large members: 
Teresa Duckworth 

Terri Talbot 
______________ 

 
Lay Delegate 

Diane Pierce 

W e heard the 
rain coming 
through the 
f l ash of 

li ghtning and clap of 
thunder, so while the dark 
clouds gathered, Jim Day 
and I wheeled the grill —
loaded wi th healthful 
foods—under the church 
awning. Most folks had 
arrived for our Healthy 
Foods BBQ event before the 
downpour; and they were 
inside preparing for the 
banquet! 
 
The music played over the 
sound system; and the 
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/  
ectio Divina simply means divine reading, spiritual 
reading, or holy reading, and represents an ancient 
Christian practice of prayer and scriptural reading 
intended to engender communion with the Triune 

God, while also increasing one’s knowledge of God's Word.  
 
It is a way of praying with Scripture that calls one to study, 
ponder, listen, and, in the case of Imago Dei MCC, discuss 
together before closing out our evening in 
prayer. 
 
Brother Michael Casey writes, The Bible 
is an instrument of salvation only 
because it challenges our habitual 
beliefs, attitudes, and behavior. As soon 
as it begins only to confirm and reinforce 

(Continued on page 7) 
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the belief that people are stewards or 
managers of God's gifts. Giving protects 
us from being ruled by material wealth. 
Giving is a freeing experience. We are 
led by God, in whom we place ultimate 
trust and faith.  
 
God desires for us to live lives that are 
measured by our abili ty to give, not to 
get! People often miss the most 
important relationship of all when they 
are trapped in the hyper-consumer 
culture of material wealth. This most 
important relationship is the saving, 
grace-fill ed relationship of Jesus Christ. 
It is a li fe of assurance! It is li fe 
insurance!  
 
So do you have insurance? Are you 
regularly committed to giving your 
witness, prayers, presence, and financial 
gifts? If you read the fine print in God's 
policy, you will note that you are covered 
from here to eternity!  
 
Copyright 2008 David S. Bell . Used with 
permission. 
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M ost  peopl e 
usually have at 
least one type of 
insurance -- auto 
insurance. Many 
individuals also 
have other types 
of insurance, such 
as life, long-term 
healthcare, or property insurance. Some 
people even carry a comprehensive 
policy, commonly called an umbrella 
policy. Realisticall y, one may purchase 
insurance to cover just about any type of 
property or circumstance.  
 
What type of insurance do you have? 
Regardless of the policies that you may 
currently own, one type of insurance 
protects you from worshiping material 
wealth. This policy encourages prudent 
financial giving. Some people may have 
discovered this insurance; others are still 
searching for it.  
 
In Luke 16, Jesus shares with his 
disciples the story of the dishonest 
manager. In this parable, the manager, 
who was employed by a wealthy man, 
faced the risk of sudden unemployment. 

He had fooli shly squandered the 
property that had been entrusted to him. 
He desperately attempted to salvage his 
employment. The manager sought new 
friendships by settling outstanding debt 
with the employer's clients and by 
accepting an amount smaller than the 
balance. Jesus concludes this parable 
by teaching that those dishonest with 
small matters are likely to be dishonest 
with greater ones. Jesus further states 
that those who are dishonest with 
material wealth will not be faithful to 
God. It is impossible to worship both 
money and God.  
 
The true wealth offered by Jesus is the 
abundance of God's grace. Jesus 
reminds his disciples to be faithful 
stewards of resources that ultimately 
belong to God. By focusing on God 
instead of money, one wil l be held 
forever by God. Money does not have 
this eternal abili ty. The themes in this 
parable are not limited to dishonesty, 
selfishness, and materiali sm. Jesus 
extends the ways to use wealth for 
God's purposes rather than for mere 
self-serving purposes. Christians affirm 
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Tithes & Offerings                                  $  5,239.50 

Building Fund                                          $       50.00  

In-Kind Donations                                  $     437.12   

June tithes paid to UFMCC @ 6%        $     339.89 

Five months tithes owed to UFMCC    $  4,270.73 
 

Attendance                    107 / 4 services = 27 Average 
First-time guests            2 
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Now you can help our extended church family in times of crisis 
and hardship when you Shop Online! 
 
Shop online at Amazon.com and support the IDMCC 
Benevolence Fund and a premium of up to 10% of your total 
purchases will be donated to Imago Dei MCC to provide 
housing, food, transportation, medication, etc., on an urgent 
temporary basis  at no additional cost to you. 
 
Bookmark htt p://www.imagodeimcc.or g/
contr ibute/when_you_shop/ in your internet 
browser and use the search box to purchase 
thousands of products. 
 
You'll be sent to Amazon.com, where you can 
complete your transactions.  Amazon takes the 
order, and is responsible for billi ng and 
shipping.  
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Recycling is mandatory in Edgmont Township, so 
please take a second or two to make sure you direct 

your used beverage containers and bulletins into 
the proper recycling bins.  

 

 THANKS FOR RECYCLING THIS NEWSLETTER!
��
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is often the best answer for 
transi tion, for change, 
because so often there isn’ t 
a definitive end in sight at 
many beginnings. 
 
We know where we want to 
be at the end of transition, 
but what we hope will be 
the final result isn’ t for us to 
know until we get there.  
We need faith to see us 
through.   
 
I saw a lot of faith being 
exercised at conference.  
Faith is something MCC 
knows a lot about.  How else 
do you grow from twelve 
folks meeting in a living 
room into a worldwide 
denomination against the 
grain of popular Christian 
opinion  unless you have 
fai th?  Amongst the 
transition, and in the midst of 
change, I saw faith and hope, 
topped with peace, taking on 
all that change and transition 
could dish out.  As a result, I 
feel better about where we’re 
going as a denomination.  As 
Imago Dei’s representative at 
conference, as part of a single 
church in this now worldwide 
denomination, as potentially 
overwhelming as all of the 
change and transition is, I 
can’t help but feel hopeful, 
too.   
 
In all the unsure hesitation, 
and general uneasiness, I 
got the feeling that the 
leadership of MCC was 
thriving on it – unlike me.  I 
felt l ike curling up in a 
corner and uttering “woe is 
me, woe is me!” But they all 
were looking to the future, 
as if feeding on the 
challenge.  I finally realized 
that the Spirit of God was 
very much in that place, and 
in the decisions they were 

B y Diane Pierce  
 
This is supposed to be a Lay 
Delegate report, to you, from 
me, giving you an uplifting 
and encouraging synopsis of 
all things MCC from a 
Regi onal  Conf er ence 
perspective, and highlighting 
Imago Dei as our church 
relates to MCC. 
 
But I’ve been going through a 
rough time here lately!  They 
say that change is good!  
They say that transition is 
inevitable.  “T hey”  need their 
heads examined! 
 
This year has seen a lot of 
change for me, for Imago Dei, 
for our country, and for our 
denomination, Metropolitan 
Community Churches (MCC).  
I’ m not used to change at all , 
and I’ve had about all the 
transition that I can stand for 
one li fetime, and yet change 
and transition keeps coming.  
 
The company I work for lost 
its bid to retain the contract to 
the FAA that I work under.  
As some of you know, I was 
sweating whether or not I’d 
have a job at the end of July.  
I’ m happy to say that I do 
have that job!  I found out 
only the last week of July that 
I’d be rehired on the new 
contract, by the company that 
won that contract – the same 
company that offered me 36% 
less than my current salary on 
their first offer. But by the 
grace of God,  I now have a 
job - at a comparable salary - 
and I picked up an extra week 
of vacation per year in the 
deal.  Transition… change… 
Not always bad, but nearly 
always a challenge. 
 
You may also know that 
I mago Dei has been 
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struggling to pay its tithe to 
the fell owship.  By 
fellowship I mean MCC, 
our denomination.  Rev. 
Elder Nancy Wil son, 
MCC’s current leader, has 
worked with Imago Dei to 
temporarily pay tithes at a 
lower, incrementing rate, so 
that we as a church can 
remain in good standing 
with the fellowship (and 
retain our voting privilege at 
conferences). 
.   
Our congregation is going 
through a transition.  We’re 
trying to grow in numbers.  
We’re trying to grow in the  
Spirit, too, bringing us  
through a transition of our  
souls.  I am not alone in my 
transition.  I am not the only 
one here enduring change. 
 
Finally, MCC is going 
through change; transition is 
inevitable in the current 
economy.  MCC is cutting 
back staff, making tough 
decisions on restructuring and 
letting folks go.  Our own 
regional elder, Rev. Elder 
Arlene Ackerman has been 
relieved from her duties as 
our Regional Elder.  She has 
been retained in the capacity 
of consultant, but it’s a big  
transition for her, and for 
MCC – and for us in Region 
Three. 
 
I asked the question at 
conference, at the business 
meeting.  We had been 
divided into groups by sub-
region and a knowledgeable 
person was assigned to each 
group to lead the discussion 
and answer questions. I 
asked, "Will we be meeting 
again in three years for a 
Region Three conference?’  
He quite honestly said, “I 
don’ t know.”  That answer 

making.  Jesus Christ has 
always been and always will 
be at the lead of any MCC 
charge.  The importance MCC 
places on having God at the 
center of all things MCC 
makes me feel very good, 
quite honestly. 
 
Three years from now, what 
will MCC look like?  I don’ t 
know… a lot will be mapped 
out and the groundwork laid 
between now and General 
Conference next year.  Most 
of that will be finalized at 
General Conference.  We 
have the best we could hope 
for making the decisions that 
will guide MCC and churches 
like ours into an unseen 
future. Transition… change…  
And who better than Jesus to 
take the lead?   



The Shack 
Discussion Group 

Tuesdays, 7:00 – 8:45 PM 

September 29 – November 10 
 

The Shack has touched mil lions of readers with its portrayal of 
a compassionate God in the face of great evil . Many have 
identified with the main character's Great Sadness, the terrible 
burden of grief that often accompanies and follows a deep loss, 
for the Great Sadness is part of the human condition. And it 
compels us to ask: Where is God? Who is God?  
 
Join us every Tuesday from September until November as we 
listen to and discuss Roger Mueller’s reading of Wil liam P. 
Young’s controversial novel. 
 

For more information, contact Val Benner vbenr59@aol.com  
or Jim Day jamesday1@verizon.net. 

3DJH�� �0RQWKO\��8SGDWH��
RI��,PDJR�'HL�0&&�

++ 00 66 '' 00 66 ++ 11 00 ## . �. � (( ## ++ 66 * �* � && '' 88 '' .. 11 22 // '' 00 66 �� ����
5 O C NN � ) TQW RU �/ K P KUVT[ � HQT �VJ G �5 GEQPF � 3 WC TVGT �QH �� � � �  

++00 66 '' )) 44 ++66 ;; � �� �  
66JJG�G�EEQQWWTTCCIG�IG�VVQ�Q�OOGGGGV�V�VVJJG�G�FFGGOOCCPPFFU�U�QQH�H�TTGGCCNNKKVV[�[� ����

#�#� // QQPPVVJJNN[�[� 55GGTTKKGGU�U�HHQQT�T�VVJJG�G�$$QQCCTTF�QF�QH�H�&&KKTTGGEEVVQQTTU�U���
55GGEEQQPPF�F�// QQPPFFCC[[ U�U��� �������� ��VVQ�Q��� �� ������ 22// ��

facilit ated by Rev. Karla 
 

Topics & Focus – the first hour is a closed session focused on 
discipleship, and the remaining time is an open session allocated to 
the matters of the church, which anyone may attend . 
 

This discussion is on hiatus and will  resume on 
Monday, September 14 
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The word is always a word for others. Words need to be heard. 
When we give words to what we are living, these words need to 
be received and responded to. A speaker needs a listener. A 
writer needs a reader.  
 
When the flesh - the lived human experience - becomes word, 
community can develop. When we say, "Let me tell you what 
we saw. Come and listen to what we did. Sit down and let me 
explain to you what happened to us. Wait until you hear whom 
we met," we call people together and make our lives into lives 
for others. The word brings us together and calls us into 
community. When the flesh becomes word, our bodies become 
part of a body of people.  

- Henri Nouwen 
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Do you know your story is found 
within our story of Christian faith?  Do you want to 
encourage others to share their stories with you?  Now you 
have a chance!  

Join Rev. Karla in a  discussion group meeting the first 
Monday of each month from September thru May.  The 
focus will be in three parts:  

‹ Learning to tell your own story;  

‹ Learning to see our stories in God’s story;  

‹ Learning how to help others tell their stories too!  

This is a high-commitment group in which folks wil l be 
expected to make eight out of the nine sessions.  For more 
information please pick up a brochure from the information 
rack or see Rev. Karla.   

The fee for the series will cover both required books and 
supplemental materials provided by the pastor.  The sliding 
scale rate for participants is $25 to $75. 
 
I t's not to late to sign up! See Rev. Kar la ASAP! 
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If you have a prayer request during the week you may send your 
request to farsideprayer@aol.com. All prayer requests will be sent 
to the prayerful people on our prayer chain. If you have any 
questions please contact Chuck Bickert at the above email address. 
 

I f you would like to be a par t of the prayer chain, please 
send an email to Chuck Bickert at farsideprayer@aol.com.  
 

Farside also offers a resource called Tools for Meditation. Just 
go to www.imagodeimcc.org and in the Farside Prayer Ministry 
page and click on the link at the bottom to download.  
 

Sacred Space is a new online resource to enable you to pray from 
home, work, or anywhere there is a computer. Just go to www.
imagodeimcc.org and at the bottom of the Farside Prayer Ministry 
page is a link that will take you to this wonderful resource.  
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A wide range of views on this important topic will be 
presented by speakers from Academia, the Clergy, 
Government and Legal Professions, including Rev. 

Kar la Fleshman. 
 

A round-table discussion with the speakers will be 
held at the conclusion of the Symposium. 

 
Abstract 
Marriage is many things to many people! It is a social, 
religious, spiritual, and legal union of individuals that creates 
kinship. This union is often called matrimony, while the 
ceremony that marks its beginning is usually called a wedding. 
Arguments put forward to “defend and define marriage as one 
man and one woman” are taking place within court houses, 
state houses, and house of worship. In almost every situation 
the oral arguments given for maintaining what is referenced as 
“ traditional marriage” has its origins in Judeo-Christian 
teachings. And yet, there are religious communities and non-
religious persons whose beliefs and values support the 
expansion of legal and fiscal rights be afforded to same gender 
couples. Whose religious views does a nation follow? Those for 
or those against redefining marriage to be between two 
consenting adults “divorced” of gender specifications? What if 
religious leaders no longer acted as ‘agents of the state” when 
overseeing the signing of legal marriage contracts? The 
separation of civil contract from religious covenant when 
defining marriage may be an important step toward gaining 
equal rights while maintaining freedom of religious rites. 

. # ;� %1 // +66''� ( 1 4/ ' & �
 
This fall Imago Dei MCC will have our first student intern from 
Lancaster Theological Seminary (LTS). In preparation for Essie 
Jackson’s arrival we have formed a Lay Committee to work 
with Ms. Jackson. A Lay Committee is required both by LTS 
and MCC’s Office of Formation and Leadership Development. 
We welcome Nancy Whitton, Lay-Facil itator, Ron Cropper, 
Monty Negron, and Ed Verba to represent Imago Dei MCC in 
our first Lay Committee to student interns! We will welcome 
Ms. Jackson to Imago Dei MCC next month!  
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To provide suppor t to the intern, including: 
‹ Welcoming and facilit ating his or her entry into the 

community; 
‹ Interpreting to others in the congregation the role of the 

intern; 
‹ Being responsive to the human needs of the intern, such as 

accepting and affirming the intern when mistakes are 
made, celebrating new growth and insights that come; and 

‹ Inviting the intern (and family) into a common li fe and 
ministry. 

 
To give feedback and evaluation to the intern about his or her 
ministry, including: 
‹ Monitoring progress in the learning covenant; 
‹ Reflecting on specific events in the intern’s ministry; and 
‹ Providing constructive criticism about the intern’s work.  
 
To explore the meaning of individual and corporate vocation, 
including: 
‹ Reviewing the history and values of your congregation; 
‹ Sharing from personal faith journeys; and 
‹ Examining together the issues and learnings from 

individual vocations. 
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Join Imago Dei MCC in celebrating the 
transition from summer to fall with a 
post-worship POTLUCK! We had such 
a BLAST with July’s Potluck that we 
want to do it again! Bring lawn chairs. 
Bring a dish. Bring a GREAT attitude. 
Bring an ADVENTUROUS SPIRIT and 
head to worship camp, too! 
 

Yes - Worship CAMP, too! We will be campy about worship 
for those who wish to learn more about worship at Imago Dei 
MCC. There will be fun, games, and prizes, too! 
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I f you have any questions about the church's mission 
and ministry or if there is a new ministry you hope the 
church would consider, please contact Rev. Kar la at 
610-358-1716. 
 
I f any of the ministr ies li sted below interests you, 
please contact the ministry leader to learn more about 
a par ticular ministry and find out how you can be a 
par t of making things happen at Imago Dei MCC!   
�
�
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&RPPXQLFDWLRQV�0 LQLVWU\ ³ 3OHDVH�FRQWDFW�5HY��. DUOD�LI�
LQWHUHVWHG�LQ� DQ\� RI� WKHVH� PLQLVWU\� DUHDV�� &KXUFK�
OLWHUDWXUH��:H EVLWH��( PDLO��3UHVV�UHOHDVHV��DGYHUWLVLQJ��� �

, PDJH³ 6KHOO\�2·/ HDU\�� �� �� � ��� � ���� �

&RQJUHJDWLRQDO�&DUH�0LQLVWU\�� � �
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'L DQH�3LHUFH�� �� �� � ��� � � ��� �

9HVSHUV�  � VW�	��UG�:H GQHVGD\�� �5HY��. DUOD 

/HFWLR�'LYLQD�  � VW�	��UG�: HGQHVGD\�� �5HY�. DUOD 

0X VLF�0 LQLVWU\�� � 6KHOO\��2
/ HDU\�� ���� � �� � � ���� �

6PDOO�*URXSV�� � - LP�' D\� � ���� � ��� � ���� �

6WHZDUGVKLS�� � - LP� ' D\�� � ���� � ��� � ���� �

6XQGD\�' HYRWLRQV�� � &ROOHHQ�6WXSS\� � ���� � ��� � �

:HOFRPLQJ� 0 LQLVWU\�� � $ OH[�0RUJDQ�� �� �� � �� � � �� � � �

,I�\RX�ZD QW�WR�JHW� LQYROYHG��SOHDVH�JLYH�WKHP�D�FDOO�RU�
VSHDN�WR�5HY��.DUOD��

3DJH�� �0RQWKO\��8SGDWH��
RI��,PDJR�'HL�0&&�

���� 	�	� ��

����		��n�n���
�� �� ���� �� �� �� ��  

5WPFC[��# WIWUV��P F���$TGCF�QH�.KHG���

$TQCFYC[�� ,GUWU�%JTKUV�5WRGTUVCT��

+�FQPOV�MPQY� JQY�VQ�NQXG�[ QW!�� �

* GDTGY�4GCFKPI ���' ZQFWU����� � � �� � � ��� �

%JTKUVKCP�4GCFKPI ��,QJP����� � �� �

5WPFC[��# WIWUV��VJ� ��#� 0GY� . KHG��

$TQCFYC[�� ,GM[NN��� *[ FG�
 # �0 GY� . KHG���

*GDTGY�4GCFKPI ��'\GMKGN������ � � �� �

%JTKUVKCP�4GCFKPI �� ,QJP������ � �� �

5WPFC[��# WIWUV���VJ� �� �
/COOC�/KC �� +VOU�C�9 GFFKPI�� �

$TQCFYC[��/COOC�/KC�
/COOC�/KC �� �

%QPVGORQTCT[�4GCFKPI ��8GNXGVGGP�4CDDKV��

*GDTGY�4GCFKPI �� 5QPI�QH�5QNQOQP�� ���� L�
���� �

%JTKUVKCP�4GCFKPI �� ,QJP���� � �� �

5WPFC[��# WIWUV���T F��� �
-PQY� YJGTG�VQ�I Q!��- PQY� YJGTG�VQ�I Q�� �

$TQCFYC[��*C KT�5RTC[��

%QPVGORQTCT[�4GCFKPI ��$ KI��$NCEM����
$GCWVKHWN�
*CKT�5RTC[�� �

%JTKUVKCP�4GCFKPI �� ,QJP����� � �� �

5WPFC[��# WIWUV���VJ� � �&TGCOKPI�QH�,WUVKEG��

$TQCFYC[�� ,QUGRJ�CPF�VJG�#OC\KPI�
6GEJPKEQNQT�&TGCO�%QCV��

*GDTGY�4GCFKPI ��) GPGUKU����� � �� �

%JTKUVKCP�4GCFKPI ���4 GXGNCVKQP���� � � � �

 

77 22 %%11 // ++00 ) �) � 99 11 44 55 ** ++22  



Forgiveness, Because the Bible Tells Me 
So, the Fair Trade Festival in Media, our 
annual Flea Market, Communion 
Conversations with Rev. Lance Mull ins, 
Learning to Read the Bible with Rev. 
Lance Mullins, Reading the book, Soul 
Feast, our most recent Church Retreat, 
Stations of the Eucharist, and the Good 
Sense Budget course. 
 
I have a faith that runs deep like a river, 
but like a river at times it dashes against 
rocks and races downstream awhile until 
it eventually quiets down and finds its 
way to the sea - and glorious peace. 
 
I’d like the church to know that I am 
loyal and reliable, tenacious and kind. I 
have learned through my work to speak 
less and listen more and I wil l do my best 
to represent this fellowship on all l evels. 
 
Your sister in Christ, 
 
Teresa Duckworth 

Dear friends,  
 
After Rev. Karla approached me about 
considering my  appointment to the Board 
of Directors, I prayed about it, and also 
asked a few questions of past, current and 
new board members for guidance, and I 
attended the July BOD meeting. 
 
Wanting to serve the congregation in a 
greater manner, I feel that my best talents 
can be put to good use here at church 
serving both the fellowship and God as a 
member of the Board. 
 
I first started attending Imago Dei MCC 
on a regular basis in April of 2006. What 
drew me to Imago Dei MCC is the fact 
that it is a Christ-centered Church, 
welcoming gays to openly worship & 
receive our Lord at an open table. 
 
I became a member because I felt drawn 
to worship and serve here. A power 
greater than myself has led me to believe 

I have something to contribute and 
much to learn about Imago Dei that I 
will put to good use. 
 
I have been active in the following 
church programs: Lead like Jesus, 
Fruit ful Worship, The Power of 
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There are ancient ways that can teach us to practice peace, joy, 
self-mastery, and justice. There are old disciplines, such as 
contemplative prayer, meditation, and spiritual reading that wil l 
do for our souls what exercise does for our bodies and study 
does for our minds. 
An ancient practice with a contemporary purpose… Is this 
something that you might be interested in participating in this 
fall? 
Imago Dei MCC will begin an evening worship service known 
as Vespers (Evening Prayers) followed by Lectio Divina in 
early September. 
 
What is Vespers? 
Vespers simply means “evening prayers.” This is an evening 
prayer service that involves music, spiritual readings, 
contemplative prayer, and meditation. Saint Benedict of the 
Sixth Century is credited with originating Vespers, which is 
followed in Catholic, Orthodox, and some Protestant 
denominations.  
Vespers—Evening Prayer at Imago Dei MCC will involve 
much of what we are accustomed to on any given Sunday with 
music, li turgy, scripture, and prayers. There will be no sermon. 
The service will last approximately fifty (50) minutes; and wil l 
be followed by Lectio Divina. 
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our own views it is reduced to the status of a hand puppet. 
 
There are many ways to read parts of Bible… 
[1] Medicine Chest – find a text to fit your “ailment” ; 
[2] Cutting the Bible – open to a random page and read; 
[3] Grazing – skip through to your favorite parts; 
[4] Liturgical – read only what is read in church. 
 
All of these ways of opening the Bible may be valid, but are 
they invaluable to your faith development becoming formed 
into a way of life? 
 
…there is also one way to read a whole book of the Bible 
Lectio Divina involves allowing ourselves to be led to God by 
an experienced guide. Our attitude toward the author of the text 
we shall study will act as our mentor in which we may develop 
openness, trust, and confidence; and a friendship will develop 
between us and our author. Making friends with the author of 
our text demands that we really try to hear what is being said as 
distinct from what we would expect to be said. 
 
Imago Dei MCC will study the Gospel of John and we will go 
as fast or as slow as the Spirit leads us, meeting the first and 
third Wednesday of every month beginning at 8 PM (following 
Vespers) and lasting for fifty (50) minutes. 
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The Philadelphia Community Fellowship and Hope Outreach 
Ministries (UCC) recently launched a refuge for gender and 
sexual minority youth in Philadelphia, PA.  
 
Recognizing the need for a place of refuge for LGBTQI 
Teens who have l imi ted or no resources in Phi ladelphia, 
Reverend Celestine Brooks, Founding Pastor of 
Phi ladelphia Community Fell owship and Reverend 
Deborah Savage Pastor of Hope Outreach Ministries 
(UCC) with their respective congregations have joined 
together in ministry to off er LGBTQI at-risk and 
homeless youth a place of refuge.  
 
Dionne’ s Place will offer refuge to the gender and sexual 
minority population ages 13-19. The congregations will 
provide them with safe, comfortable bedding, food, 
counseli ng and referral services and recreational activiti es 
between the hours of 6:00 pm – 6:00 am, starting on 
Monday, August 3, 2009.  
 
“We are anticipating an enormous need. Especially as the fall 
and winter months grow near. We will need support from the 
LGBTQI spiritual community as well as any faith-based 
organizations or congregations to assist us in answering the call 
from LGBTQI youth-at-risk,” said Rev Brooks.  
 
Dionne’s Place is requesting your assistance and is in urgent 
need of shift volunteers, cots, linens, television and radio 
equipment, financial suppor t and of course, prayer.  
 
For more information, to refer a teen in need, to make a 
donation or to volunteer please contact Rev. Brooks at 
Pastorbrooks@philadelphiacommunityfellowship.org or call 
267-338-8024  
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Sunday – 9:30 to 3:30 
Monday – 12:30 to 9:30*  
Tuesday – OFF 
Wednesday – 12:30 to 9:30* 
Thursday – 9:30 to 3:30 (sermon prep day) 
Fr iday – OFF 
Saturday – OFF 

 

* To schedule an appointment, please call 610 358-1716. Karla 
facilit ates Small Group programming at the church Monday 
and Wednesday evenings. Please visit the church website or 
read the Image for up-to-date programming content and 
schedules. 
 

(Due to ongoing budget restraints,  
Rev. Karla is currently employed at ¾ time with our church.) 
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Do you remember the warm welcome you received the first 
time you came through our doors? Would you like an 
opportunity to share some of that warmth with others and help 

with Sunday worship too?  
 
Please prayerfully consider joining the 
Usher/greeter team, to ensure that all of 
our visitors get a warm "welcome 
home!" For more info, contact Jim 
Jochi ms  at  6 1 0- 9 99- 9 7 7 4  / 
jamesbjochims@rcn.com.

��

Q$GI KPPKPI� VJG�, QWTPG[ R�
) TKGH�5WRRQTV�) TQWR�

�

6JWTUFC[ U��� � � �� # / �
�

4KFFNG�/ GOQTKCN�* QURKVCN��
�

�����9�$C NVKOQTG�2KMG��/ GFKC��2 #� ��� �� �
��� � ��� � ��� � �

�%# 5*� ( 1 4� 64# 5* �   
 
Help us realize the dream of having our own 
worship space someday by bringing in your 
used printer cartridges, cell phones and 
PDAs, and dropping them in the box at the 
rear of the sanctuary for recycling.  
 
Your "trash" is recycled for cash, and all money raised through 
this part of Imago Dei's environmental stewardship ministry 
will be designated to the IDMCC Building Fund! For more 
information, contact Val Benner at 610-272-4889 / 
vbenr59@aol.com. 
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If you're new to Imago Dei MCC, you might not 
be aware of the restricted parking spaces 
(marked with painted crosses) near the entrance 
to the church. 
 
As part of our rental agreement with Gradyvill e 
United Methodist Church, these spaces are 
reserved for the Methodist congregation, who are generally part 
of an older demographic group than Imago Dei MCC. 
 
So please remember in the future to save these prime parking 
spaces for our gracious host congregation. 
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Dear friends –  
 
I first attended Imago Dei services at the 
Unitarian Universali st Church of 
Delaware County, Rose Tree location in 
2001.  I found them through attending 
the monthly dances the UUCDC held on 
site. 
 
I didn’ t return until 2003 when a flyer I 
found advertised a sermon series on 
Homosexuality and the Bible that piqued 
my interest enough to visit and hopefully 
to learn.  My purpose was to alleviate 
some of the guilt I felt for my newfound 
orientation.  I attended all three services.  
And from what we all know about 
Reverend Karla’s intelli gence and 
oratorical skill s, I was elated with the 
narratives. I planned on returning, but my 
li fe took another turn. 

 
There were many li fe-changing 
experiences in this time of my li fe, but 
this is only supposed to be an 
introduction. Suffice it to say that I was 
in the throes of a nomadic life style, was 
anger-ridden and suffered low self-
esteem. I was confused.  But through the 
anger and pain I was will ing to give God 
another chance (how generous of me!). 
 
I found Imago Dei again upon my return 
to Pennsylvania.  The first person to 
greet me was the wonderful, ever-
smiling, Diane Pierce.  I can tell you 
firsthand that the Welcoming Ministry is 
the most supportive service we offer for 
the new attendee. It adds an amazing 
nerve-settling element to the whole 
experience.  This is the reason I served in 
that particular ministry for a time, with 
Kelly Rodriguez. 
 
The friendly atmosphere and the 
functional organization of the church 
leaders in particular increased my 
attraction and attendance.  The more I 
attended, the opportunities to become 
involved with my Faith and Imago Dei 
increased.  Small Groups were a perfect 
way to develop and get acquainted with 
members of the church on a small scale.  
These wonderful people along with 
Pastor Karla Fleshman gave me the 

positive reinforcement and self esteem 
strengthening I needed to gradually 
come out of my “mentally abused” 
shell .  (I know some of you are saying: 
“What? Terri quiet? Shy??”  Believe it 
or not, yes!)  I will never forget all of 
your growth-enhancing kindness and 
patience!  Thank you! 
 
After a whil e an opportunity arose for 
me to give back to the church body 
some of the love that I ’d received and 
start to serve our community.  The 
Domesti c Abuse Project house 
located in our area needed repairs.  I 
assisted Coll een Stuppy in organizing 
a new ministry to help these abused 
women and famili es. On three 
consecutive Saturdays we repaired 
and painted the outside porch and 
privacy fence for the women and 
chil dren that found refuge from 
abusive environments there.  What a 
wonderful way to give back. 
 
In the next project that Imago Dei 
sponsored I made a bold move to 
“organize” along with the help of 
superb volunteers.  We set up a table in 
downtown Media at their yearly 
September “Super Sunday” and, for the 
first time, openly advertised our church 
and mission outside of the gay 
environment.  It was quite a courageous 
move for some of us to “come out” and 

be seen at a “straight” function 
advertising a church that “serves to bring 
all people to God through Christ” and 
“celebrates diversity and independent 
thought as each person works out their 
spiritual journey within the context of 
community.”  (Website: http://www.
imagodeimcc.org/about/)   
 
Other opportunities came along for me to 
stay involved and each one has been 
unique with pleasant memories of church 
folk bonding.  For Philadelphia’s 
“Equality Forum 2008” I worked as a 
volunteer, and in 2009 became the 
organizer.  The weather put a damper on 
much of the festivities, but the process of 
evangelizing to God’s people and the 
joyous sense that you’ve given peace and 
hope to someone - even if it’s through 
bubbles - far outweighs the gloom of 
rainy weather!  
 
Since I’ve become a part of this 
community, I’ve regularly participated in 
the following activities and Small 
Groups: 
 
Sunday Worship; 
Mid-Week Reflections; 
Money & The Bible (led by Jim Day); 
Forgiveness (led by Rev Karla); 
Lance Mullin’s series on The Eucharist  
(and several others I cannot remember 
the titles of). 
 
I have also served on the following 
Ministries: 
Welcoming Ministry 
Usher Ministry 
Music Ministry 
 
I have accepted my recent appointment 
to the Board of Directors, first to offer 
my talents in a way that wil l continually 
build up the church that I love, and 
second, to share all of the love that was 
given to me and strive to do what I can to 
maintain the strong organizational base 
of Imago Dei MCC Church. 
 
Your sister in Christ, 
 
Terri Talbot 
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Rev. Karla has recently been 
awarded a cont i nui ng 
education scholarship of a 
two-week trip to Israel.  She 
is one of twenty selected for 
"Journey of Faith Pilgrimage" 
by her alma mater, Columbia 
Theological Seminary.  She 
will leave October 28th and 
will return November 11th of 
2009.  To learn more, ask 
Rev. Karla. 
 
Do you have a good news 
moment that you'd like to 
share? A special event or 
moment that would bring a 
smile to our community? If so, 
s u b m i t  i t  t o 
Image@imagodeimcc.org ! 
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The Image is YOUR newslet-
ter. All spiritually relevant con-
tributions and comments are 
more than welcome. Send us 
your favorite devotions, testi-
monies, coming out stories, 
poems, artwork, or whatever 
else inspires YOU and share it 
with our Christian community. 
Send contributions to Shelly 
O ’ L ear y  at  shel l e-
naid@comcast.net. For more 
information, see Shelly, email, 
or call 609-927-5844. 
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Several of us stood out in 
the parking lot looking 
out over the f ield to see 
where the rainbow began 
on the left of the parking 
lot, arched into the sky 
over the f ield, and landed 
on the right side of the 
road. The colors were 
prominent and vibrant, 
reflecting upon itsel f to 
create a mirror image 
pointing to the sky. 
 
As cel l phones and other 
cameras cl icked away, 
t he  col or s  be came 
brighter and brighter. 
Those of us outside felt 
what was left of the soft 
cascade of rain, whi le 
others viewed from the 
windows this gi f t of God. 
 
Conversations began to 
pick up again as we 
l i ngered  under  t he 
promise with occasional 
pause to cl ick a few more 
pictures and medi tate 
upon the meaning of this 
beauti ful gi f t. 
 
When God gave the 
promise to the people, 
they had just endured 
hardship having made 
their way through one 
heck of a storm; and they 
were about to set-up 
home.  
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The parties of people mixed 
and mingled from chairs to 
table to sharing a smoke 
outside as the rain came 
down, cooli ng the ground 
w i t h  a  f i ne  mi st . 
Conversations flit ted and 
floated from serious to sill y 
as a guitar was brought out 
for folks to sing to some 
“oldies.” A child danced and 
toddler reached for a 
tambourine given to her by a 
new car i ng sur rogate 
grandma. Plans were made 
by four to take trip to the 
beach the next day; and the 
rain slowed down as the 
laughter reverberated in the 
space known as both 
sanctuary and fellowship 
hall. 
 
The Holy Spirit is so lively 
and alive among and within 
the people this church. 
 
Recipes swapped, tattoos 
exposed, and lives shared 
intentionall y as a people who 
follow the way of Jesus. To 
look upon this mix you’d see 
unlikely people sharing hugs 
and stories all made possible 
because of our common 
bonds. 
 
We are the church alive! 
We are living the promise! 
 
Glancing out the window with 
a smile upon my face, having 
already exchanged hellos and 
hallelujahs with folks seen 
last Sunday - as well as last 
year - I was surprised by the 
beauty God had given us this 
evening. Outside the window 
emerged a full double 
rainbow! 
 
I couldn’ t help myself but 
shout above the voices, “A 
Rainbow!”  

The people of Imago Dei 
M CC have endured 
various forms of hardship, 
too. Are we about to set-up 
home? 
 
Where is God pointing us 
to by way of identity, 
vision, mission, values, 
ministry, and location? 
These questions may 
require for us to enter into 
i ntent i onal  t i me  of 
discernment and reflection. 
How come? For this, I am 
confident; the rainbow is 
portending of what may be 
ahead for a people who 
li ve the promise.  
 
Friday night - followed by 
a most inspiring Sunday 
worship - showed me a 
people li ving the promise. 
The glimpse of what can 
be was most evident by 
any observer of the over 
fifty folks who gathered 
f or  ei ther  or  both 
occasions. 
 
We are God’ s Diversity! 
We are the Body of Christ! 
We are the church ali ve! 
We are l iving the promise! 
 
Thanks be to God; and 
may the people - The 
reader of this story - say 
AMEN! 
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Equal protection in all matters governed by civil l aw in all 
50 states. We will accept no less and will work until it is 
achieved. Equali ty Across America exists to support grassroots 
organizing in all 435 Congressional Districts to achieve full 
equali ty. 
 
Equal Protection encompasses many issues, including: 
‹ Repeal of the Defense of Marriage Act (DOMA) so that 

every marriage in every state has the same federal rights.  
‹ Repeal of Don't Ask, Don't Tell so that LGBT persons may 

serve in the milit ary openly and with the same rights as 
their straight counterparts.  

‹ An end to workplace discrimination for everyone with an 
Employment Non-Discrimination Act (ENDA) that 
protects everyone.  

‹ The right to adopt children and raise famili es like any other 
parents.  

‹ Hate Crimes legislation that includes LGBT people and 
protects us like any other targeted group.  

‹ Immigration reform that recognizes same-sex couples and 
ends the needless separation of families.  

1 WT�UVTCVGI[ ��
Equali ty Across America is a network of decentralized 
organizers in every one of the 435 Congressional districts. 
These organizers form Congressional District Action Teams 
(CDATs) that will do the work on the ground in their own 
communities to achieve full equali ty. 
 
Each CDAT works not only toward national equali ty, but 
participates in their local and state struggles for equali ty in 
areas like marriage, adoption, and work-place discrimination. 
Equali ty Across America connects organizers from around the 
country so we can support one another in all of our work, 
focusing energy and resources in battlegrounds when needed. 

* QY� VQ�I GV�KPXQNXGF� 
Start by signing our pledge. On the sign-up page you can indicate 
if you want to want to join your local Congressional District 
Action Team and if you want to participate in the National 
Equality March in October. After you sign up, you'll receive 
information about the team in your area. If there is no team in your 
Congressional District, we can help you start one. 
 
Equality Across America exists to serve the Congressional District 
Action Teams. Each Team wil l be self-organized, led by local 
organizers who know their community and the local issues best. 
 

�

3DJH��� �0RQWKO\��8SGDWH��
RI��,PDJR�'HL�0&&�

�;; QQWWT�T�44GGCCN�N�'' UUVVCCVVG�G���
++PPHHQQTTOOCCVVKKQQP�P�55QQWWTTEEGG��

       

  
PREFERRED 

 
Buyer Agent 
Seller Agent 

   

Helping  
Real People  

with Real Estate 
 

 Mike Smith  
Realtor/Notary 
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The next Imago Dei Board of Directors 
Meeting will be held after worship on 
August 9. All are welcome to attend! For 
more information, see any Board member 
(see box on page one).  
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A local organization where our community 
comes together to socialize.   

 

Covered dish gatherings are held monthly. 
 

Annual dues - $10.00 (single) or $15.00 (couple) 
 

For membership information contact  
Jim at (610) 431-0269, JEY1114@aol.com 

 

DEADLINE  
FOR THE  

SEPTEMBER 
IMAGE:  

10 PM TUES, 
AUGUST 25th 

 

Please address all 
submissions to Shelly 

at shellenaid@ 
comcast.net 
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Geriatric Care Management Specialists 

Long Term Care Planning and Assessment 
Monitor Client Care 

24-Hour On-Call Service 
Contact SCP at 610.565.5588 or 
Sbrown@seniorcareofpa.com 

�
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Rev. Karla Fleshman, Pastor 
Phone: (610) 358-1716 
Email: RevKarla@ImagoDeiMCC.org 
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Imago Dei Metropoli tan Community Church offers spiritual growth  
and Christ-centered worship to the Rainbow Community preparing people to  
share their God-given time, talent, and treasures with our church and world.  

Location: 
1223 Middletown Rd 
Glen Mil ls, PA 19342 
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Would you like to be a part of an interfaith movement of 
welcoming and accepting congregations? Believe it or not, 
there truly is a group currently meeting in Delaware County. 
So far two organizational meetings have taken place: the first 
was at Imago Dei MCC, the second at Collenbrook United 
Church. The next meeting will t ake place at the UUCDC 
 
The group is called the Delaware-Chester County Outreach 
of YES! Coali tion. We are a regional group focused on being 
visible, outreaching to those seeking a spiritual community, 
offering speakers and programming through our local churches, 
and justice work. Right now the congregations represented at 
both meetings were: Imago Dei MCC, Unitarian Universalist 
Church of Delaware Country, Drexel Hill Baptist Church, and 
Collenbrook United Church. We also had representation from 
Prysm, which is the queer youth group meeting in Media, PA. 
We hope to add to the list of active and involved congregations. 
Our next meeting will focus on what future events, programs, 
and possible justice work we hope to bring to our suburban 
area.  
 
For more information and a list of possible topics, please go to  
the Yes Coalit ion's website at www.yescoaliti onphil ly.org. 
 
If you would like to attend the next meeting, please speak with 
Rev. Karla to learn more details! 
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by Car ter Heyward 
 
Carter Heyward is a pioneering feminist theologian who 
has taught for twenty-f ive years at Episcopal Divinity 
School in Cambridge, Massachusetts, where she is the 
Howard Chandler Robbins Professor of Theology. Since 
The Redemption of God (1981) this leader lesbian 
Christian voice has addressed issues of power, sexuali ty, 
and social and gender justice in relation to salvation. 
 
For more information about this book or to order a copy 
from Amazon.com, go to http://www.imagodeimcc.org/
books on the Imago Dei MCC websi te.  You'll be sent to 
Amazon.com, where you can complete the transaction.  
Amazon takes the order, and is responsible for bi l li ng and 
shipping.  Imago Dei MCC receives a small commission 
on each sale to support our Benevolence Fund. 

 


