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“ Purpose is the thing in 
your li fe you will fight for. 
I t is the ground you wil l 

defend at any cost.”  

~ Jim Loehr, The Power of 
Story 

“ The name of infinite and 
inexhaustible depth and 
ground of our being is 

God.”  

--Paul Tilli ch, The Shaking 
of The Foundations 

Lately I have spent a good 
amount of time reading, 
reflecting, and writing on 
the subject of evangelism.  
This is not a standard 
subject matter for most 
queer folk, nor is it popular 

wi th many who cal l 
themselves either Liberal or 
Progressive Christians. (I’ ll 
call them LPCs.) 

I think I know some of why 
that is.   

There have been so many 
“ i cky” and “ vi cious” 
atti tudes and actions 
directed from the supposed 
“elect” and “saved” toward 
the labeled “reprobate” and 
“ lost” that many a decent 
Christian today would never 
consider sharing their faith 
with another for fear of 
offending or judging. 

This rejection of the call to 
evangelize by LPCs has left 

both a spiritual and religious 
vacuum in our nation largely 
fill ed by conservative and 
fundamental Christians. 

Many LPCs have substituted 
any action that may smack of 
evangeli zing or testifying 
about the “good news” of 
Jesus with good works and 
justice-seeking activities.  The 
out-of balance preference is to 
“show” the love of God rather 
than talk about the “ love of 
God” being accepted. 

It is as if the teaching—“faith 
w i t h o u t  w o r k s  i s 
dead” (James 2:18)—has been 
taken to a whole new level.  

(See "The Message"  on page 11) 

� 2GQRNG�HGCT�EJCPI G��+	O�GURGEKCNN[�CHTCKF�QH�RGPPKGU� � � `� # WVJQT�7 PMPQY P�

2' 6' 451 0� 61 5%# 0 1 �
�� 5* 1 9 5�� �� 0 +) * 65��

�

3 WGGT�� � � �� �
0 QY� +�MPQY� O[�I # [ �� $ �� %	U��
�� RO� ( TKFC[ �� 5GRVGODGT�� � �

Morphing into a cast of characters while drawing on the 
inspiration of poets Audre Lorde, Langston Hughes, Walt 
Whitman and Federico Garcia Lorca, performance artist 
Peterson Toscano playfully explores what it means to be queer 
in the 21st Century.  
�
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Toscano deepens well-known (and lesser-known) Bible stories 
as he presents an array of characters with an array of 
genders. Who are these transgender Bible heroes (and 
sheroes)?   You will just have to see Transfigurations for 
yourself! - MORE INFO ON PAGE 5 >>> 
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IMAGO DEI MCC 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

 

Pastor/Moderator 
Rev. Karla Fleshman 

Vice-Moderator  
Gary Hampshire   

Treasurer 
Shelly O'Leary 

Clerk 
Colleen Stuppy  

Building Liaison 
Ed O'Brien 

Stewardship Liaison 
Jim Day 

____________  
 
Lay Delegate 

Diane Pierce 

%%44## (( 6�6�## 00 &�&�
6464 '' ## 5577 44'' ��

(( .. '' #�#� // ## 44-- '' 66��
��

55CCVVWWTTFFCC[[ ���� ��
55GGRRVVGGOODDGGT�T������� ��
���� CCO�O� �������� RROO����

Time to clean house? 
$20 gets you a 15' x 15' space! 
Bring  your attic treasures and sell , sell , sell!  
Bring your own tables, canopy, blanket, etc. 
Or simply donate your unwanted "quali ty clutter" to be sold at 
the church  table! 
 
Food and beverages will be sold to benefit our Hospitali ty fund 
 
For more information, contact Val Benner at 610-272-4889 
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Who do we need?  Stage managers, stage assistants, student 
volunteers, gophers, runners, or anyone who is multilingual, 
creative, outgoing, people with brawn, and people with brains! 
 
If you fit any of those descriptions, or if you would just like to 
help, contact America's First Fair Trade Town Committee 
member Dawn Roe at dawneroe1@yahoo.com. 
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So start digging through your attics, garages, basements, 
closets, and drawers for our annual Flea Market on Saturday, 
Sept. 13 from 9-3.  

Rent a space of your own or start saving items for the church 
table! We are also looking for vendors, volunteers and 
additional donors.  

Flea markets are a great way to help the environment by re-
using other peoples' "junk" and finding new homes for your 
own! (See "Re-use" on page 3)  

For information contact Val Benner at 610-272-4889 or e-mail 
vbenr59@aol.com.  

Interested in a 
post-Sund ay 

worship ou ting?  
 

Care to know 
how to be a 

better steward? 
 

Join Rev. Karla and 
others on an outing into 
downtown Media (Just a 
few  minutes from the 
church) for the first Fair 
Trade Concert and 
educational program 
sponsored by Media, PA 
~ America’s First Fair 
Trade Town! 

 
Stay posted for more 
details; and please let 
Rev. Karla know if you 
ar e i nter ested i n 
attending this event! 
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AIDS Fund supports HIV/AIDS education, prevention, and 
services in the Delaware Valley Region by raising dollars and 
increasing public awareness about the impact of HIV on our 
communities. Currently, 30 partner organizations are receiving 
funding as a result of AIDS Fund’s activities to provide critical 
HIV prevention education and care services. 
AIDS Walk Phill y is the Delaware Valley’s largest annual 
HIV/AIDS public awareness and fundraising event. Each 
year, thousands of people join with celebrities, community 
leaders, friends and neighbors in a walk-a-thon and 10K Run to 
make a lasting statement about our commitment to conquering 
HIV/AIDS.  
 

Each participant is asked to raise funds by soliciting sponsors – 
your friends, family, neighbors, and co-workers. You can 
register as an individual or you can participate as part of a team. 
Either way, you’ ll be raising money from your sponsors that 
will go to fight HIV/AIDS in the Delaware Valley.  
 
When: 7:30AM, Sunday  October 19, 2008 
Where: AIDS Walk Phil ly begins and ends at Eakins Oval, in 
front of the steps of the Philadelphia Museum of Art. The 12 
kilometer (8.4 mile) route goes up Kelly Drive and back down 
Martin Luther King Drive. 
 

I f anyone would like to pull together Imago Dei MCC’s first 
AIDS Walk Team, please speak with Rev. Kar la before 
Sunday, September 21.  
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Help our extended church 
family in times of crisis and 
hardship when you dine out! 
 
Dine at any of the fine restaurants 
listed to the right  using a credit 
or debit card you've pre-
registered with eScrip. When you 
pay for your meals at the 
restaurants li sted with a 
registered credit or debit card, 
eScrip automatically awards the 
IDMCC Benevolence Fund 
with 2.5% of your total bill t o 
provide housing, food, 
transportation, medication, 

etc., on an urgent temporary 
basis.  
 
Just Register any one or all of 
your existing debit and credit 
cards at http://www.escrip.
com/ and select group 
number 150877424. While 
you’re there, check out other 
opportunities to contribute to 
Imago Dei as you shop!  
 
Clip this list and keep it as a 
handy reference for the next 
time you’re ready to eat out 
or try someplace new! 
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Anthony's Ristorante Italiano 
4990 State Rd    
Drexel Hill , PA 19026 

Heng's Thai 
1156 Baltimore Pike    
Springfield, PA 19064 

Baja Fresh 
1138 Baltimore Pike    
Springfield, PA 19064 

Hennessy's 
5201 Pennell Road    
Media, PA 19063 

Brothers Pizza & Restaurant 
700 Burmont Road    
Drexel Hill , PA 19026 

Llanerch Diner 
15 E Township Line Rd    
Upper Darby, PA 19082 

Carson's Dockside Grill  
401 South Swarthmore Rd    
Ridley Park, PA 19078 

Roux 3 
4755 West Chester Pike    
Newtown Square, PA 19073 

Central Park Restaurant 
650 Baltimore Pike    
Springfield, PA 19064 

Wingers 
1001 MacDade Blvd    
Folsom, PA 19033 

Just as with reducing, there 
are countless common-sense 
and creative ways you can 
reuse things, and Googling 
"re-use" or "reuse" fetched 
over 40 milli on (!) websites 
to facilit ate / discuss re-use.  
 
Knowledge and sel f -
awareness are the key 
factors in living a low-
impact life. Remember  that 
everything you buy (and a 
lot of the free stuff , too) is 
ultimately trash, and that six 
bil lion people creating trash 
without concern is going to 
cause  some ser i ous 
environmental problems, for 
future generations if not 
immediately.  
 
God gave us dominion over 
the earth, and by implication, 
responsibility to maintain it to 
the extent of our knowledge 
and  abili ties. Thus 
consumption itself (or lack 
thereof) becomes a spiritual 
exercise and a means to attain 
a closer walk with God. May 
you walk more closely with 
God in every way! 

By Shelly O'Leary (Part three 
of a four-part article on 
environmental stewardship) 
 
If you’ve not read the 
previous two articles on the 
“Three Rs of Environmental 
Stewardship,” I invite you to 
take a few minutes to 
download a copy of the past 
two month’s issues of The 
Image from our website and 
catch up.  
 
And in case you just arrived 
through the Stargate,* the 
three Rs are Reduce, Reuse, 
and Recycle, which serve as a 
handy mnemonic to convey 
the essentials of leading a life 
of environmental stewardship, 
as ordained by God in 
Genesis 26.  
 
While each can be considered 
separately, when the three are 
entwined they form a lifestyle 
braid that creates something 
much stronger than the sum of 
i t s  par t s:  Reduc i ng 
consumption reduces the need 
to Reuse and/or recycle; 
reusing results in a reduction 
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in both consumption and 
recycling; and recycling is a 
form of reuse that ultimately 
l ead s  t o  r ed u c ed 
consumption.  
 
On a grand scale, our entire 
time-space-energy-matter 
continuum is an exercise in 
re-use and recycli ng. 
Countless industries and 
soci al  customs have 
emerged to capitalize on the 
economics of the three Rs, 
and this month Imago Dei 
will be demonstrating one 
of the oldest social customs 
of all t ime at our annual flea 
market.  
 
Shameless plug: please 
consider: 1.) renting space 
to sell , and/or 2.) donating 
your unused treasures to the 
church table so that 
someone else can save them 
from the landfill f or a while 
longer, and/or 3.) coming 
out on September 13 to 
support our church and see 
what treasures you can find.  
You win; the church wins; 
the community wins!   

*My partner Diane and I 
share a love for sci-fi and 
have amassed a complete 
collection of ten years of the 
Sci-Fi Channel’s Stargate 
series on DVD. We’ ve 
enjoyed them all and will 
surely reuse them once we 
allow sufficient time for our 
memories to lapse. In the 
meantime, we’d like to share 
them with anyone in our 
church community who thinks 
they may enj oy thi s 
wonderful series of rich 
characters on intergalactic 
adventures.  
 
And in the interest of reusing 
further, I will compile a 
searchable list in Microsoft 
Excel of all of our DVDs that 
we would be glad to reuse 
( shar e)  w i t h i n  o u r 
community.  
 
And If you have a collection 
of DVDs you’d like to share 
with our congregation, just 
send me a list of titles and I’ ll 
add them to the list.  
 
Next month: Recycle 
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Tithes                             $ 5,253.00  ($1,830 by mail) 

Building Fund                $ 25.00 

In-Kind Donations        $ 109.26 

Attendance                    111/4 services=28 Avg./week 

June and July Tithes Owed to Fellowship $1,651.14 
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If anyone has a prayer request during the 
week you may send your request to 
farsideprayer@aol.com. All prayer requests 
will be sent to people on the prayer chain. 
If you have any questions please contact 
Chuck Bickert at the email address above, 
or after church. 
 

If you would like to be a part of the prayer chain. Please send 
an email to Chuck Bickert at farsideprayer@aol.com.  
 
There is a new online resource called Tools for Meditation. Just 
go to www.imagodeimcc.org and on the Farside Prayer 
Ministry page at the bottom is a link to download.  

¨ Ken Howat (Don’s Son) 
employment & peace as 
he seeks housing for his 
son Riley and Riley’s 
mother Rachel. 

¨ Shane who has AIDS and 
is awaiting SS approval. 

¨ Charles for discernment 
w/job and guidance. 

¨ Prayers for those being 
harassed. 

¨ Prayers for those with 
disruptive health choices. 

¨ Prayers for Heather’s 
ongoing medical and 
financial struggles. 

¨ Tammy’s mom Gail -
cancer. 

¨ My Uncle John who 
passed on 8/9/08. Please 
be with the family as they 
experience their loss. Let 
them find joy in his life. 

¨ Thanks for another 
blessed year of our Holy 
Union - Terry & Kym. 

¨ Prayers for (family) of 
the man who was kill ed 
when he was traveling 
over the Bay Bridge in  
OCMD.  Pray for the 
woman who cut him off 
falling asleep at the 

wheel who survived. 
¨ Jim’ s sister going 

through divorce & 
f ibromyalgia. Mom 
having to move soon 
after her husband died 
July 1st. 

¨ LGBT Elderly. 
¨ Praises for all the 

blessings we receive. 
A ppr eci at i ng  t he 
positive and knowing it 
outweighs the negative. 

¨ Strengthen our faith, 
hope, and charity. 

¨ For Diane's mother, 
F e r n ,  w h o  i s 
undergoing radiation 
t r e a t m e n t s  f o r 
lymphoma 

¨ For the IDMCC Board 
of Directors 

¨ For  Shel l y  f or 
vocational direction and 
employment 

¨ Continued healing and 
strength for Rev. 
Delores Berry 
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A former boss and his wife make it a 
habit to pick up any coins they find 
lying on the ground – picture this 70 
year old guy and his wife stooping to 
pick up pennies in a parking lot.  They 
put all those coins in a jar, and then 
periodically, they take what they have 
collected and give it to their church.  
Over the years that amount of “ found” 
money that they have given to their 
church, above and beyond their tithes, 
has been quite substantial. 
 

What do you do if you see coins on the ground?  Do you pick 
them up, or just leave them lay on the ground?  What good is a 
dime or a nickel?  If you don’ t pick it up, you will never know! 
 
Our “Summer of Change” is in full swing. Have you 
remembered to bring in your loose change to make a joyful 
noise to the Lord and Imago Dei?  Bring us the change you had 
left in your pocket at the end of the day and pick up those lost 
and discarded coins on the street.  Have you checked your sofa 
cushions yet?  Bring it all i n and watch how God can multiply 
it! 
 
Here’s a challenge for the month of September:  Whenever you 
go to the store, use only bill s to pay, and put all that change in a 
jar or a can, or even a baggie, to bring in to church.  Even if 
your bill comes to $3.02, give the cashier four one dollar bill s, 
and pocket the change for Imago Dei. 
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The SPOT (a Space to be Proud Open and Together), 

which is a gay/straight youth program facilitated by 
Planned Parenthood of Chester County, PA 
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September 7 -     Our Responsibili ty - Ministry 
September 14 -   Our Integrity - Method 
September 21 -   Our Dedication - Motivation 
September 28 -   Our Exaltation - Momentum 
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(Ephesians 1:3, The Message) 
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October 5 -         Rev. Jeffrey Jordan, MCC Philadelphia 
October 12  -      Money & Sex: Blessed to be a Blessing 
October 19 -       Loving God, Self, Earth and all Her Creatures 
October 26 -       Rev. James Mil ls�
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Rev. Jordan-Pickett was installed as 
Pastor of Metropolitan Community 
Church of Philadelphia on October 8, 
1994.   Rev. Jordan-Pickett has led 
MCCP in adopting a charismatic, Christ-centered style of 
worship that attracts a diverse group of worshipers.  Besides his 
work with the local congregation, for six years Rev. Jordan-
Pickett served as the Mid-Atlantic Youth Director. He is also 
the founding president of The College Settlement camp of 
Philadelphia Alumni Association. 
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Rev. James L. Mill s, Sr. is the Senior 
Pastor of Greater Hope Fellowship, a 
thriving and growing group of believers 
ministering in the greater Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania region. The church intentionally reaches to the 
outer-most margins of society, to impact those persons who 
ordinarily would not come in contact with the gospel of Jesus 
Christ. Pastor Mill s is also the President and Founder of the 
"Hope Foundation" a community based non-profit organization 
serving the needs of women and children in crisis and further 
serves as the East Coast Administrator for "The Fellowship." 
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Hosted by The Coffee Club, Media PA 
Facili tated by Rev. Karla Fleshman  

 
Beginning 9.17.08 
Start @ 7:00 PM  
End @ 8:30 PM 

 
Wednesday Nights  
@ The Coffee Club 
214 W. State Street  
Media, PA 19063 

 
Sept. 17th - Fair Price for Products 
Sept. 24th - Empowerment & Capacity Building 
Oct. 1st - Transparency & Accountability 
Oct. 8th - Empowerment for Women & Justice 
for Children 
Oct. 15th - Creating Opportunities & Investing 
in People 
Oct. 22nd - Environmental Sustainability  
 
This will be an interfaith / no faith discussion series open to all . 
 
For more information, contact Rev. Karla @ 
revkarla@imagodeimcc.org or 610-358-1716 
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12:15 Sunday, September   7  
7 pm Thursday, September 25 

 
The musicians and vocalists of Imago Dei MCC 

invite all current and aspiring vocalists and musicians to join 
them for their meetings/rehearsals.  
 
Come and share your talents and your ideas for creating a 
dynamic worship experience through music and song!  
 
For more information contact Deb Hoeksema at 
dhcanoe627@aol.com  
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Learning, Encouraging, Adoration, Devotion 
 
LEAD is an acronym for Learning, Encouraging, 
Adoration, & Devotion that stands for a combination 
of skill -building and discipleship-making opportuni-
ties.  This monthly small group gathering is strongly 
recommended* for persons who are currently lead-
ing a ministry at Imago Dei MCC and/or are thinking 
about leading a ministry (within and beyond our 
church walls). 
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* In 2009, this monthly gathering will be required for persons 
leading or seeking to lead a ministry within Imago Dei MCC 
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Are we really doing Church “by the book”?  Why does the pastor preach a sermon at every 
service?  Are Christians supposed to “dress up” to go to church each week?  And should we do 
infant baptism or believer baptism?  Is it better to be dunked or sprinkled?  Is tithing really 
scriptural? 
 
If you have had these same thoughts cross your mind or have ever asked yourself similar questions, then come on out to Sunday 
Devotions!  Our Fall K ickoff begins Sunday, September 14, at 9:45 AM in the large conference room downstairs.  Rev. Karla 
will join us as we look at some of our church traditions and where they originated. Over the following four Sundays, we’ ll take the 
book entitled Pagan Chr istianity? apart, and possibly some of our church thinking along with it! 
 
Pagan Christianity?  Whether you love the book or hate it, we’ ll at least have a great time discussing it.  (I dunno… why do we use 
candles on the altar?)  Don’ t miss a week!  For more information, contact Colleen Stuppy, Diane Pierce or Rev Karla. 
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Come Out with your pets for an 11:30 AM blessing 
of the animals! 

Come Out to Celebrate our Families with a potluck 
beginning immediately 

following the pet blessing. 

Rain or Shine –  

We have a Pavilion! 

  

� ) 11 &� 0 ' 9 5�
%1 4 0 ' 4 �

 

Zoë Jeffery is thril led to 
announce that she officially 
became a US citizen today at 3 
pm on August 14, 2008. Congratulations to Zoë from 
all ! 
 
Do you have a good news moment that you'd like to share? A 
special event or moment that would bring a smile to our 
community? If so, submit it to Image@imagodeimcc.org ! 

What to bring? What wil l be provided? 
Pets that can handle the 

travel and the crowds  
Blessed bottles of water 
will be given to folks who 

were unable to bring 
their pets for safety 

reasons – we all know 
cats don’t travel that 

well! 
Comfortable Chairs A Grill  
A dish to share with 

others 
Condiments to “dress” 

any grilled food 
Bikes to ride around the 

park 
Ice 

…and anything else that 
would equal fun 

Paper products  
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Dr. Daryl Holl inger, right, will lead us 
on a journey to discover how to bring 
vitali ty to the music and worship of our 
church. Dr. Holl inger will energize us 
and spark our creativity with his 
enthusiastic and innovative teaching.  All are invited to 
par ticipate!  

He will l ead us in new ways to engage folks in worship through 
this dynamic morning retreat. Concepts will be taught through 
participation in singing and playing a wide variety of 
instruments (boom whackers, djembe drums, bongos, hand 
chimes, Native American flute, to name a few). Dr. Holli nger 
will lead our congregation in new approaches to singing as he 
teaches us why we sing, what we sing, and how we sing to 
God!  

You will come away with a variety of tools and ideas to enliven 
worship!  Please register your attendance of a yes or maybe so 
that enough resources will be available for everyone. 

The morning session wil l be followed by an afternoon  
workshop for our musicians and vocalists entitled,  

Tools for the Trade 
All musicians and vocalists are 
invited to this exciting afternoon 
retreat led by Daryl Holl inger. 

This workshop starts at 1 PM and wil l 
give practical tools for musicians and 
vocalists who want to enliven our 
congregation.  Dr. Holl inger will look 
at simple techniques for leading 
congregational song with the voice 

and various instruments.  Participants will l earn how to engage 
the congregation in diverse and creative singing.  An emphasis 
will be placed on developing techniques in various styles 
including global music, gospel, early American, African 
American spirituals, contemporary songs, as well as traditional 
European based hymnody. 

 Dr. Holli nger’s methods of teaching are both enjoyable and 
successful in allowing participants to experience first had 
creative expressions of making music.    

For musicians and vocalists who attend the morning session, 
lunch will be provided between sessions.  Please register your 
attendance with Music Ministry who shall be facil itating 
hospitali ty. 
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reflection on our Lord.  Or 
as the Apostle Paul 
expressed it so clearly in 1 
Thessalonians 4:11-12, we 
are to behave properly 
towards people who are 
outside the family of God 
and outside God’s church. 
 
Psalm 37:21 says that to 
borrow (to create a debt) 
and then not repay it is 
wrong. But on a positive 
note, this same verse also 
says that the person who is 
righteous shows mercy by 
repaying debts and by 
giving to the needs of 
others. 

By the way, do people know 
you're a Christian by how 
you pay your bill s and by 
how you give to others? 

 
Stewardship 

@imagodeimcc.org 

A  debt  si mpl y 
r epr esent s  a 
promise to pay.  
Nothing more.  

Nothing less.  Whether the 
debt is to purchase a car, a 
house, or to facilitate a 
purchase by using a credit 
card, the issue is the same.  
By creating a debt, we also 
create simultaneously an 
obligation and promise to 
pay. 
 
Larry Burkett wrote this, "To 
define debt is not simple, but 
basically, it's an obligation to 
pay that can't be kept. . . .
Probably forty percent of all 
American families are in debt 
in a typical year. They're 
unable to make the monthly 
payments on the money they 
borrowed. Many actuall y 
borrow more money to make 
payments on the money 
they've already borrowed." 
 
We who are Christians should 
pay our debts, not only for 
our reputations and personal 
integrity, but also because 
what we do is a direct 
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An Events Ministry Team? What is that? Ask Tucker! !  
 
Alex “Tucker” Hagar is interested in 
bringing together an Events Ministry 
Team that would “run church events,” 
such as the upcoming Two-Night 
“Welcome Back to Church” Performing 
Artist ~ Peterson Toscano and the Pet 
Blessing & Potluck in the Park (for more 
details see adjacent column).  
 
Who knows what other events of social excitement, 
consciousness, and crazy fun this team can stir up for lifting up 
community at Imago Dei MCC!?! 
 
If you would like to help with an already scheduled event and/
or be a part of an emerging new team, please contact Tucker @ 
(610) 566-1685 
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¨ A creative visionary 

¨ Committed to personal spiritual growth 

¨ Able to create and/or lead a team in an area of 
administrative ministry  

¨ While engaging in Healthy Communication 

¨ Embodying the Values of the Church 

¨ Making a pledge to vibrant stewardship 

¨ Humbly called to encourage the church into living the 
mission and ministry God has given to Imago Dei MCC 

 

Please consider prayerful reflection as to whether God is calling 
you for such a time as this! Imago Dei MCC is a congregational 
church with elected members (in good standing) guiding vision 
and overseeing church mission between congregational 
meetings. For the 2009 – 2010 term, we have three open 
positions on the board of directors.  
 

Contact any member of the Nominating Committee for more 
info: Gary Hampshire @ (856) 265-5239 or Kelly Rodriguez @ 
(484) 639-2309 or Karen Lasko @ (610) 325-3273 
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B e slow to take offense if indeed you 
ever take offense at all .  

For being offended gains you 
nothing and can cost you much.  

Forgive early and forgive often.  

Have patience with the mistakes and folli es of others.  

Instead of harsh criticism, offer genuinely helpful feedback so 
that everyone benefits.  

Set yourself free from the heavy burden of resentment, and 
move quickly beyond the pain.  

Learn from your regrets, yet do not punish yourself with them.  

Today is a new day with more possibili ties than ever before.  

Be truly thankful for all that is, and for your opportunity to 
experience it.  

You'll discover great stores of goodness and value when you 
simply have faith that they're there.  

Live beyond the petty, fleeting concerns, and focus on the 
profound and beautiful substance of your li fe.  

There is so very much good that you can always do with it.  

-- Ralph Marston 
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A couple of weeks ago I was 
taking a friend home and 
ended up having to take a 
d et o u r  b ec au se  o f 
construction the city is 
doing. They have been doing 
this off and on all summer so 
I have inadvertently learned 
new ways to get around the 
city. This particular evening 
I decided to go one of the 
new ways to avoid the 
construction taking place in 
Phili psburg, NJ. So as I was 
going along I made a wrong 
turn in the dark and found 
mysel f at a di f ferent 
intersection than I wanted to 
be at. My friend asked me, 

“Where are we going?” I 
told him I was taking him 
home. He proceeded to tell 
me I was going in the 
wrong direction. He was 
kind enough to point me in 
the right direction and I got 
him home safely. 
There are so many times in 
our li ves when we need 
direction. We become 
unsure of what to do or 
how to achieve some goal 
we have set; we don’ t 
know what direction to go.  
So, what do we do? Where 
do we turn? 
Everyone  has a purpose in 
li fe and sometimes we get 

// QQ PP VVJJ NN[ �[ � // GGFF KKVVCCVVKKQQ PP ����  ~ Chuck Bickert, Imago Dei Farside Ministry 
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caught up in so many 
things we lose our direction 
and focus and we become 
u nhappy  w i t h  our 
circumstances. We become 
frustrated and don’ t know 
what to do.  
Since it is God that has 
given us all our gifts, 
talents, and opportunities, 
all we need to do is go to 
God in prayer. We need to 
li sten to God; let God guide 
us and put us in the right 
direction. How do we do 
that? By letting go of our 
baggage and  having no 
fear in talking with God; by 
telli ng God everything and 
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So, have you seen how full 
our “Summer of Change” 
bottle is getting?  Have you 
added your two cents?  Well , 
hopefully more than two 
cents!   

Or are you like Officer Phil i n 
the Volkswagen commercial, 
who just wants to know when 
this promotion is going to be 
over?  Ah, we’ve only just 
gotten the coin roll ing… 

Do you eat your lunch out, or 
do you take your own?  If you 
normally eat out, just one day, 
pack a lunch and put the 
money you would have spent 
on lunch in your “Summer of 
Change” cup and bring it in 
the next Sunday.   

You always pack your lunch?  
Then place what you figure 
you save by packing your 
lunch for 
one day 
in the 
bottle the 
next time 
you're in 
church. 

waiting for an answer.  
Once that is done, we need to  
take time to li sten and let 
God fill our hearts with the 
hope and peace of a new 
direction.  
We also need to know that 
we will have all the support 
that we need. God can 
remove all obstacles. There 
is no challenge that we 
cannot overcome. We fear 
the new simply because it’ s 
new and are hesitant to 
embrace it and let go of the 
old. Once we can let go of 
our fears we will be able to 
achieve anything. 

say taffies!) with the Imago 
Dei website URL attached.  
Theresa scoured the 
vendors to seek members 
for our flea market on 
September 13th. 
Kelly and Tammy were my 
mental support and chart 
makers for the email 
information. 
Alex M. was our technical 
a d v i s o r  f o r  t h e 
temperamental bubble 
machine. 
Mary was our coffee runner  
M aya distributed our 
trinkets to the masses! 
Karla bedazzled all with her 
groovy dancing!!  
Jim Day generously went 
out of his way to open the 
church for us to return the 
materials. 
  
My abundant thanks to all 
for your GENEROUS 
contribution to this “ first 
time in the ‘burbs” outreach 
event. I consider this 
out reach to  be  an 
unqualified success! 
 
Terri Talbot 

WHEW!  OK I can breathe 
and relax now.  Why?  Let me 
explain… 
 
I spearheaded an event on 
Sunday, August 24th at the 
Media Super Sunday where 
Imago Dei rented a space 
along with 199 other vendors.  
My hope and prayer was for 
everything to fall into place 
correctly.     
 
The merchandise that we 
“sold” was a welcoming 
community at Imago Dei.  
Our primary goal and 
contribution to the event was, 
in my view, a presence in 
downtown suburbia (Media) 
for the wandering, wondering, 
and searching rainbow 
community to discover a safe 
haven to worship. 
 
Our  many  beaut i f u l 
volunteers, as well as our 
impressive table design 
contributed greatly to the 
positive impression that we 
portrayed to the public. 
 
The following describes the 
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generous involvement of 
our volunteers. 
 
ALL WORKED THE 
TABLE AND: 
Addie generously kept most 
of the supplies stored in her 
van for over a week and 
helped with set-up. 
Diane contributed to set-up 
and distributed water to the 
parched folks. 
K ar e n  D au b er m an 
distributed water and 
assisted with breakdown. 
Sar a  desi gned  and 
artisticall y painted the 
beautiful poster, “Journey to 
the Mountaintop,” and 
assisted with breakdown. 
Joan gave her energy to 
distribute our flyers near the 
end of the event when we 
all were exhausted!!  She 
then generously carried the 
materials in her Jeep back to 
Imago Dei. 
Chuck B. took our ragtag 
Imago Dei banner and 
designed it into a work of 
art. 
Ed V. gave his time to label 
several hundred lolli pops (I 
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I f you have any questions about the church's mission 
and ministry or if there is a new ministry you hope the 
church would consider, please contact Rev. Kar la at 
610-358-1716. 
 
I f any of the ministr ies li sted below interests you, 
please contact the ministry leader to learn more about 
a par ticular ministry and find out how you can be a 
par t of making things happen at Imago Dei MCC!   
�
�
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$VVLVWDQW�:R UVKLS�&RRUGLQDWRU�� � �
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&RPPXQLFDWLRQV� 0 LQLVWU\ ³ 3OHDVH� FRQWDFW� 5HY�� . DUOD�
LI� LQWHUHVWHG�LQ�DQ\�RI� WKHVH�PLQLVWU\�DUHDV��&K XUFK�
OLWHUDWXUH�� :HEVLWH�� (PDLO�� 3UHVV� UHOHDVHV��
DGYHUWLVLQJ�� �
, PDJH³ 6KHOO\�2·/HDU\�� �� �� � ��� � ���� �

&RQJUHJDWLRQDO� &DUH� 0LQLVWU\�� � -RKQ� +RXWRQ�� � � �� �
��� � ������&KULVW LQH�. DQLFNL�� ����� � ��� � � � � � �

'RP HVWLF�$EXVH�3URMHFW�RI�0 HGLD�� � �
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)DFLOLWLHV�0D LQWHQDQFH�&RRUGLQDWRU�� � �
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0 HPEHUVKLS�&ODVV�	�3ODFH�PLQLVWU\�� � �
'L DQH�3LHUFH�� ���� � ��� � � � �� �

0LGZHHN�5HIOHFWLRQV�� � ( G�2
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6WHZDUGVKLS�� � - LP� ' D\�� � ���� � ��� � ���� �
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This course explores what it means to be part of a 
church community.  Concepts covered include the 
body concept, spiritual gifts and service, generous 
living, appropriate expectations of a church, 
resolving conflict at church, the purpose of worship, 
and building friendship networks through small 
groups. 
 
Registration is required. Homework will be assigned. 
Registrants covenant to attend every week they are not out of 
town or ill . $10 registration fee will be collected at the first 
class; scholarships are available. 
 

Contact 
Diane Pierce diane.m.pierce@comcast.net 

Or 
Jim Day jamesday1@verizon.net 

 
 
 

-GGR�VQR�RQTVKQP�HQT�[QWT�TGEQTFU�
�
�
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2NCEG�VJKU�RQTVKQP�KP�VJG�1HHGTKPI�$CUMGV��
QT�5VGYCTFUJKR�$QZ�

 
MEMBERSHIP CLASS 

Tuesdays at 7:00 pm beginning November 4th 
 
Print name: _____________________________________ 
 
Phone: _________________________________________ 
 
Email: _________________________________________ 
 
 
I covenant to attend all sessions unless ill or out of town. 
 
Signature: ______________________________________ 
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(continued from page 1) 

Don’ t talk about your faith, 
but do be sure to do good 
works…lots of good works (if 
you have the time). And in 
our culture of multi-tasking 
and over-commitment, this 
extremism of doing versus 
being is out of control. 

The problem with this is that 
The Message of God’s love 
may never get told, leaving 
assumption and chance to fill 
in the gap, resulting in our 
having a Martha-syndrome 
wreaking havoc on our 
suburban culture; and so what 
we need is a Mary-revival!  
(Read Luke 10:38-42 for back 
story). 

Mary and Jesus shared 
relationship based upon 
listening to one another’s 
stories.  Evangelism, at the 
heart, is about listening to one 
another’s stories; and the 
thread that ties all our stories 
together is The Message of 
God’s love. 

In John Caputo’s book What 
would Jesus DE-construct?, 
he writes: 

The great dignity of being 
human lies in pursuing goals 
for which there is no 
guarantee of success and 
even, at a certain point, no 
hope of success.  But being 
“ religious people,” by which 
I mean people who dream of 
things that have never been 
and ask “ why not?” we stil l 
pursue  them.  (Baker 
A cademi c  Publ i shi ng, 
2007:50) 

When Imago Dei MCC was in 
a state of inception nine years 
ago, the question posed by 
many LPCs was, “Why plant 
in suburbia?”  The response 
they received was, “Why 
not?” 

Metropolitan Community 
Churches was known for 
being, well , “metropolitan” 
and Imago Dei MCC was 
forming in suburbia, which 
had a history of being 
anything but welcoming; 
and yet God had a 
purpose—stil l 
has a purpose. 

What is that 
purpose?   

The purpose is 
to communicate 
a  s i m p l e 
message that 
inspires people 
to change their 
lives, and in 
changing their 
lives to be more in sync 
with the reign of God’s 
love.   

What i s the si mple 
message?  For God so loved 
the world that God gave 
God’s only Child so that 
the world might be saved 
(John 3:16). 

Did you catch all that? 

The point of being a 
Christians isn’ t to be all 
about doing, like a Martha 
on speed, but rather to be 
like Mary: in relationship 
with God. Healthy, loving 
relationships are salvific!  It 
just so happens that perhaps 
too much of the God talk 
has been done by folks who 
communicate a message that 
is often anything but loving. 

An unfortunate result is that 
this supposed “Christian” 
nation has one of the lowest 
percentages of folks who 
consi der  t hemsel ves 
religious.  Christian religion 
has recently been deemed as 
largely i rrelevant and 
hypocritical. [For more 
detailed statistics on church 
growth in the United States, 
please visit, www.barna.
com] 

In 1997 Rodney Stark 
published The Rise of 
Chr istianity: How the 
Obscure, Marginal Jesus 
Movement Became the 
Dominant Religious Force 
in the Western World in a 
Few Centuries.  As a 

professor of 
sociology and 
compar at i ve 
religion he has 
studied many 
r e l i g i o u s 
mov ement s, 
i n c l u d i n g 
Chr i st i ani t y.  
He wrote about 
one of the 
e s s e n t i a l 
opportunit i es 

that new religions need to 
have to get started: 

Usuall y, there is no 
significant market niche for a 
new religion to fill because 
most people are already 
r easonabl y  sat i sf i ed 
participants in the “ older” 
religion(s).  However, once in 
a while the conventional 
religious organization(s) are 
sufficiently weak to provide 
an opportunity for something 
truly new to arise and 
flourish. (Harper Collins 
Publishing, 1997:191) 

In 1968 the United States was 
ready for a new religious 
movement to arise and 
flourish; and that movement 
w as  M e t r o p ol i t an 
Community Churches.  In 
2000 in Delaware County 
suburbia was ready for a new 
church to arise and flourish; 
and that church was Imago 
Dei MCC. 

Stark went on to write 
something else of relevance 
to MCC as we approach our 
40th anniversary, and to 
Imago Dei MCC as we move 
through our seventh year of 
worship: 

A congregational structure 

that relies on the collective 
action of numerous volunteers 
is needed to make the religion 
credible. (p.176) 

And: 

Because Christianity was a 
mass movement, rooted in a 
highly committed rank and file, 
it had the advantage of the best 
of all marketing techniques: 
person-to-person influence (p. 
208) 

Christianity grew because 
Christian believers—those who 
called themselves followers of 
Jesus—shared the good news.  
They shared The Message!  
This sharing involves both 
works and faith—caring for the 
sick, hungry, homeless, and 
imprisoned—and testifying to 
the love of God through Jesus 
Christ. 

Deep enduring purpose is 
virtually always motivated by a 
desire for the well-being of 
others (John Loehr, The Power 
of Story) 

For those who claim to be 
followers of Christ, go deep 
within to RE-discover the 
purpose God has placed within 
you to care for the well -being 
of others—to care enough to 
share good news—to share The 
Message. 

It is about time that the people 
of Imago Dei MCC begin to 
share The Message of God’s 
love given to us through Jesus 
Christ.  It is time to have a rank 
and file of church folk 
committed to spreading God’s 
l ove whil e l i f t i ng up 
community.  It is time to grow 
with Christ through living and 
sh a r i n g 
T h e 
Message. 

May it be 
so and may 
it begin 
with you! 
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One Community - jail ers, 
Paul and Sil as and al l 
those nameless prisoners. 
The one who was the 
jail er discovered he was 
trapped in a prison of his 
mind. Those who had 
been trapped in prison 
found themselves free! 
Reversal upon reversal.  
T h e  j a i l e r  h a d 
encountered these two 
wi ld men of fai th, who 
k n e w  t h e r e  w a s 
something more important 
than escaping from jail at 
that moment. Through 
Paul and Sil as, the jail er 
had encountered Jesus. 
The jail er fel l on his 
knees, begging Paul and 
Sil as to tel l him what i t 
i s they have, because he 
wants it . He, who was 
not willi ng to risk being 
b l a m e d  f o r  a n 
earthquake, who was 
af rai d  of  hi s  own 
shado w ,  w ho  f el t 
worthless about his li fe, 
suddenly was risking 
everything! The Bible 
says he took Paul and 
Sil as to his home, fed 
them and dressed their 
wounds! He li stened to 
them; he witnessed their 
faith. And then he asked 
to be baptized, accepting 
that f reedom for himsel f 
and his famil y. 
Bishop Greenlee, could 
you have  i magi ned 
yoursel f, 20 years ago, 
doing what you are doing 
today? I sn't f reedom 
amazing? Jim Mitulski, 
L i l l ie Brock, Darlene 
Garner, Bishop Flunder, 
could you ever have 
imagined? What a gift 
f reedom is, and what 
amazing doors i t opens to 
God's love and mercy 
and grace!  

By Rev. 
Nancy L. 
Wilson, 

delivered at 
The 

Fellowship's 
Annual 

Conference, 
Dallas, TX on June 25. 

_____________________ 
Scripture: Acts 16: 25-34 
 
(continued from the August  
Image, available online) 
 
Suddenly there was an 
earthquake -- an earthquake 
so violent that it shook the 
foundations of the jail . 
Chains broke free. Doors 
f lew open. I think in those 
circumstances, I might well  
have said, "Thanks, God, 
I 'm outta here!"  
But not Paul and Sil as.  
They simply waited. They 
wai ted in the sil ence, that 
still , eerie sil ence that 
foll ows an earthquake.  
The jail keeper awoke with 
such dread and angst that 
he immediately took out his 
sword to kill himsel f. He 
feared his bosses so much, 
feared they would blame 
hi m for l osi ng these 
prisoners. He, too, was 
trapped in a prison, a 
prison of his mind. He had 
so  i n t er nal i zed  hi s 
oppressors that kill i ng 
himsel f seemed the only 
option.  
And at that very moment, 
there's a shout, "Don't harm 
yoursel f, we are all here!" 
I t was Paul, speaking with 
authori ty on behal f of al l 
the prisoners.  
That word became the 
transformative moment for 
the jail er. I t was the Voice 
of God, announcing mercy, 
grace, love and soli dari ty. 
In that moment, they were 

So what do we find in this 
story that is for all of us, 
here, at the Fell owship's 
Annual Conference in 
2008? 
1. God Is Shaking The 
Foundations! 
We are not here solely to 
create safe space for 
LGBT, queer, same-
gender-loving people and 
our famili es and alli es to 
worship, although that is 
still a great need, even in 
the US in 2008. I t is 
about much more than 
that. We are here to shake 
the  f oundat i ons  of 
injustice, and to chall enge 
systems and slavery -- 
economic, politi cal, and 
spiritual slavery.  
There is real slavery stil l 
going on, in alarming 
numbers, all over the 
world. People are sick 
and dying because of 
slavery in all of i ts 
forms -- to raci sm, 
sexi sm,  and  gender 
oppression, to drugs and 
substances that mask 
reali ty and deny us our 
f u l l  p o t en t i al ,  t o 
judgments directed at us 
by others and, worse sti l l , 
the judgments we impose 
on ourselves -– all those 
things that numb our 
sp i r i t s  and  br eed 
hopelessness.  
And let me say this: Too 
many of our own people -
- our own LGBT sisters 
and brothers -- are sti l l 
in mental and spir i tual 
slavery to notions of a 
God who oppresses, 
rather than li berates. 
In Jamaica today, LGBT 
people are being kill ed 
and harassed. The legacy 
of colonial ism has twisted 
race and sexuali ty into a 
l e t h a l  b r a i d  o f 

homophobi a.  But  our 
people are rising up for 
justice and hope, and we 
need to be with them! A 
recent poll showed that 
70% of Jamaicans do not 
support gay rights and it 's 
worth noting that this 
reflects progress! Three 
years ago, before there was 
an MCC in Jamaica and 
before the recent publi c 
campaigns, I 'm sure it was 
greater than 90%. 
Jamaica's Prime Minister, 
Bruce Golding, recently 
told the BBC that he would 
not appoint a gay person to 
his cabinet. Now, the truth 
is that he probably already 
has gay people in his 
cabinet and just doesn't 
know i t; we real ly are 
everywhere. 
Meanwhil e, the real ity is 
that no LGBT person in 
Jamaica cares i f he wants to 
appoint someone gay to the 
cabinet -- they just want to 
stop being kill ed! They 
want pol ice protection. 
They want civil and human 
rights.  
Here in our own county, in 
the U.S., our government is 
engaged in an horri f ical ly 
expensive (in human l i fe, 
as  wel l  as  i n  l ost 
opportuniti es for peace and 
in f iscal costs), i l legal war 
in which unprecedented 
war prof i t eer i ng goes 
largely unchal lenged. But 
God  i s  shak i ng the 
foundations and God is 
i n vi t i n g  us  - -  T he 
Fell owshi p, M CC, the 
United Church of Christ, 
and many, many others -- 
to resist and stand up for 
justice, peace and hope. 
 
Next month: 2. I nterpret 
Your Earthquakes and the 
conclusion of this sermon. 
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Buyer Agent 
Seller Agent 

   

Helping  
Real People  

with Real Estate 
 

 Mike Smith  
Realtor/Notary 
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Rev. Karla will be in the office and available for scheduled 
appointments on Mondays, Tuesdays, and Thursdays.  

 
Please call 610-358-1716 to schedule an 

appointment. 
 

Days Off : Friday & Saturday 
 

Sermon Preparation Day: Wednesday 
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Geriatric Care Management Specialists 

Long Term Care Planning and Assessment 
Monitor Client Care 

24-Hour On-Call Service 
Contact SCP at 610.565.5588 or 
Sbrown@seniorcareofpa.com 
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A local organization where our community 
comes together to socialize.   

 

Covered dish gatherings are held monthly. 
 

Annual dues - $10.00 (single) or $15.00 (couple) 
 

For membership information contact  
Jim at (610) 431-0269, JEY1114@aol.com 

Your Board of Directors met 
on Monday August 11, 2008. 
A full fall is being planned! 
The Nominating Committee is 
hard at work securing 
potential new Board 
members.  Mid-week 
Reflections will be 
returning with a 
series on Fair Trade 
starting at The Coffee 
Club in Media in 
September.  Ticket 
sales have started for 
the Peterson Toscano 
weekend, September 19th and 
20th.  Vendors have begun 
requesting their spots for our 
annual Church-wide Flea 
Market on September 13th. 

October is Stewardship 
Month, and it also marks the 
40th anniversary of MCC!  
Look for more information 
on both in the coming 

weeks.  
We continue to 
fall behind in our 
finances.  Without 
the upgrade to our 
web, we might be 
deficit free, but all 
agreed that the 
upgrade was a 

much needed improvement 
and will continue to pay 
dividends in the future. 
 

The next meeting is 
scheduled for Monday 
September 8.   

 

 I M A G E   
D E A D L I N E !  

 

DEADLINE  
FOR THE  
OCTOBER 

IMAGE:  
 

10 PM TUESDAY, SEPT. 23rd 
 

Please address all submissions to Shelly at 
shellenaid@comcast.net 
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Spruce up your church when you recycle your 
printer cartridges or cell phones! 
 
Just drop your used printer cartridges, old cell phones and 
PDAs in the box in the rear of the sanctuary. We will send them 
in for recycling and cash. 
 
All money raised through this ministry will be designated to the 
IDMCC Building Fund, to ensure a clean, safe and secure 
worship environment. For more information, contact Val 
Benner at 610-272-4889 / vbenr59@aol.com 
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Rev. Karla Fleshman, Pastor 
Phone: (610) 358-1716 
Email: RevKarla@ImagoDeiMCC.org 
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Imago Dei Metropoli tan Community Church offers spiritual growth  
and Christ-centered worship to the Rainbow Community preparing people to  
share their God-given time, talent, and treasures with our church and world.  

Location: 
1223 Middletown Rd 
Glen Mil ls, PA 19342 
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The Hospitality Ministry is looking for folks who like to share! We 
need folks wil ling to commit as li ttle as a half hour of their time to 
help set up or clean up our Hospitality Hour after worship each 
Sunday.  Ideally candidates would adopt one Sunday per month to 
do both, but not necessarily. 

�

This important ministry provides time for Christian fellowship 
and relationship building in a safe and healthy environment, 
while providing sustenance for the body as well.   

�

If you are interested in helping out, or would like 
more information, please contact  Shelly 
O'Leary at shellenaid@comcast.net / 609-927-
5844 
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The next Imago Dei Board of Directors 
Meeting will be held at 6:15 PM Monday, 
September 8 at the church. All are welcome 
to attend! For more information, see Rev. 
Karla or any Board member.  
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