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" Goodhessisthe only investment that neve fails." ~ Henry David Thoreau

DU®D V . RUQHU
6#-"' 6*' 6#.'065%  #.. '0) ' 61 &#;

Py A\
% vcc > HY
IMAGO DEI
METROPOLITAN
COMMUNITY CHURCH
IMAGO DEI MCC s sid, "And unto
BOARD OF DIRECTORS ne he gave five
alents, to andher
Pastor/Moderator two, to andher, one
Rev. KarlaFleshman|  talent, according to each
Vice-Moderator one's ability, and told them
Alex Morgan go forth and do good”
Tressurer
Shelly O'Leay Today, Imago Dei MCC's
Building Lisison Board _of Directors is
—g—C leen St challenging al who cae
ollean Stuppy about this special
At-large members: community to help ensure
Teresa Duckworth that our church will grow
Terri Talbot stronger as we move
forward to fulfill the vision
God has for us as we seek to
Lay Delegate tead down walls and huild
Diane Pierce up hope.

How come? God gves eat
of us talents ® that we can
grow, share, and serve one
another, fulfilling our
church vision: Growing
with Chrigt, Lifting up
community, and Spreading
God'slove

It is an ideaborrowed from
a sermon and remarkable
challenge by the Rev.
Hamilton Throckmorton to
his church in Chagrin Falls,
Ohio. One Sunday, he
reminded his parishioners of
Jesus' parable of the talents,
a story that tells of the
master who entrusts three

servants with a sum of money
(talents) and instructs them to
go forth and do good The
master lavishes praise on the
two servants who dauble their
money, but chastises the one
who is 9 afraid to take arisk
that he buries his share.

Taking it one step further, and
like the master in this gory,
the pastor told his flock that
he would entrust eech one
with fifty dollars or
"talents’ (loaned to the church
in advance by generous
donors). He gave them seven
weeks to find ways to use

(See"TALENTS' on page 10)
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Rev. Karla Fleshman is requesting your attendance d this
spedally cdled congregational forum.

1%619$' 4

We will discussour:

| #45% # .

) 4#0 6
| +0 4564 +
4' 67405

2NE1.GLOP W BT C UIREON
%QPEGIVYKO /| CUANN ¥
) TPV/ HRRIMAUQP (TG .

1 BMOGT Mo/ 2/

5

«Talents
Challenge

< Moving Forward
by Faith

— o
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< Radical Welcome {4} gy

Our Weeend Celebration of National Coming-Out Day,
October 11, beginswith this peda concert to ceebrate Being
Out, Being Loved!

Carolyn Marshall's clea soprano voice ad Pat Grant's
comedic style offer a wonderfully unique experiencel! They
are both entertaining and spiritually uplifting.

A special love offering will be ®lleded in support of their
continuing ministry and outreach to ocur global community.
Cheds may be made out diredly to Marshall Grant Ministries.




ORQKD\ 8SGDW
Rl ,PCRHLO&&

<

3DJH

1 RRQUWNPRIGU\Q %TEOG# YNNG QH) GPGIOK] OV+0d Q&G %%

) 4# 6+67 &'

8 5

) 4' ' &

0 matter how it is framed,

the historic emnomic bail out

(Emergency  Stabilization

Act of 2008 is most likely
not one of America's finest moments. By
using extreme language oding, the
response to the financial crisis has dhifted
from a balout to a rescue hill to a
taxpayer investment plan. How did we
get in such an apparent financial crisis?
Did it start with the sub-prime meltdown
and then wunravel into an overal
mortgage aisis? Did financial
institutions deliberately lie to
unsuspecting buyers about the
affordability of their homes or auto
purchases? Did an exponential number of
individuals ladk persona responsibility
for their buying dedsions?

Corparate, politicd, and
individual greed is a
debilitating, perhaps evil,

sde of our consumption-
driven culture. Gredl refers
to excessve desre and
consumption, which includes the
aaimonious manipulation of markets,
institutions, and individuals. More

people's ability to embrace deeply
committed, spiritual lives.

Gredl is toxic to Chrigtian values. Being
focused on "getting it al" violates the
first commandment and elevates money
as a god, cetanly a fase god in our
lives. As reaorded throughout the Bible,
God ingtructs believers to be industrious
and to make aliving. At the same time,
God ingructs people that stockpiling
money is not a centra goa. Hoarding
money will destroy our eternal lives. Paul
stated in 1 Timothy 6: 10 that "the love of
money istheroot of al evil."

However, money itself is not evil.
Money is a tod that is to be used
responsibly by God's stewards.
Christian stewardship is essentialy the
management of all of God's resources
to acamplish God's will . Paul reminds
us to adknowledge that money, like dl
our possesdons, belongs to God in the
first place We ae entrusted to ean,
give, save, and spend it in a manner
that brings God glory and honar.

Stewardship begins with an attitude of
gratitude. At the Last Supper, Jesus firgt

gave thanks as an act of gratitude before
commencing the sacred med. Gratitude
serves as a source of strength, and grounds
our perspective in abundance, not scacity.
It shifts our focus away from greed. When
gratitude to God beaomes our focd point,
we are freed from the mngraints of rivalry
and jedousy.

Enormous debt as an expected outcome of
daly living a corporae existence is largely
driven by greed. It is a contagion that seems
to have had an impad on dl levels of our
society, including colossl financia
inditutions and mgor corparations. The
reavakening of human values neaded to
combat this culturd dispostion is only
possble through a different kind of life-
saving hill. It is arescue plan that encourages
individuals to be knowledgesble about their
consumer tendencies and their relationships
with God. This bailout is an investment plan
in the knowledge ad promise of Gods
amazng gace

Copyright 2008David S. Bell. Used with
permisson.
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importantly, greed lreaks down the

5*12 10.4+H" 61 5722146
174 $0'81.'"0% (70&

Now you can help our extended church family in times of crisis
and hardship when you Shop Online!

Shop aline & Amazn.com and suppat the IDMCC
Benevolence Fund and a premium of up to 10% of your total
purchases will be donated to Imago Dei MCC to provide
housing, food, transportation, medicaion, etc., on an ugent
temporary basis at no additional cost to you.

Bookmark http://www.imagodeimcc.org/
contribute/when_you_shop/ in your internet
browser and use the seach bax to purchase
thousands of products.

Youll be sent to Amazon.com, where you can
complete your transadions. Amazon takes the
order, and is responsible for biling and

shipping.
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Regycling ismandatory in Edgmont Township, so /‘
pleasetake a seand or two to make sure you direct t@b‘
your used beverage mntainersand bulletinsinto "’

the proper recycling bins.

THANKS FOR RECYCLING THIS NEWSLETTER!
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Tithes & Offerings $ 5,820.20
Building Fund $  50.00
In-Kind Donations $ 233.11
July tithes paid to UFMCC @ 7% $ 41254

Five months tithes owed to UFMCC $ 4,270.73

Attendance 124 / 4 services = 31 Average
First-time guests 4
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By Rev. Karla / Altar Guild

As | watched the Altar Guild of
our church begin to buzz with
excitement over our first
worship wedding on August
16th, | became humbled by
what | saw. | was humbled to
seethat this team ministry had
bemme apowerful illustration
of the Servant Chrigt. They
pulled dl the positive energy of
the @ngregational body known
as Imago Deé MCC into
themselves and represented our
faith community magnificently
to aur betrothed couple and all
their guests. Thisteam lived out
radical hospitality and
passionate wor ship!

They cleaned. They cooked.
They brought items from their
homes to creae our sanctuary
space They prepared a place
to welcome our community
and guests into worship, as
well as a place to offer
hospitality while we
celebrated communion,
covenant, and community. In
atime of economic chall enge,
they pulled resources and
supplied food for all, made
with their own hands. Do they
want this attention to be
placed upon themselves?
NOPE!

It isn't about them...it is about
the Love of Christ within them.
They represent the best of God
and the best of you, Imago Dei
MCC. This is who we are. We
cdebrate. We serve. We love.
We welcome. We give. We
grow. We tea down walls and
build up hope.

What follows are their
reflections on the experience,
which | asked them to write s0
that we may al lean and grow
even more into being the Body
of Chrigt, cdled to serve and

celebrate community
together. What | ask of you
the reader is this: When and
how will we offer such
radical hospitality again? And
what part will you play in
being a servant of Chrigt
within and beyond Imago Dei
McCC?

From Gary:

In preparing for the wedding
of Gina and Monty Negron
there was much to da |
suppose the quedion o
greatest concern was whether
or not we had too much or
too little tulle that needed to
be hund Kiddng adde,
there was a lot to prepare for
and it seemed as though time
was running out quickly. So
we put our Martha
persondities in high gea and
worked as a team to do the
best possble job we could
do. There was cleaning to be
done, food to be prepared,
tables to be aranged, and
tulle, tulle, tulle, to be hung
and draped, and anything else
that could be aested that
we could make out of tulle.
At that point we were getting
punchy!

However, while our
Martha work was being
done, the Mary dide of
ourselves was also coming
through. You see we knew
as a team that providing for
Gina and Monty's wedding
was not only a gift to the
bride and groom, but a gift
to ead of us who worked
on this wedding. The true
gift was knowing that we
helped Imago Dei
experience a true example
o f "radical
hospitality." God Hessd
eath and every one of us
with talents, and we shared
them with the community.

We asked oursdves, would
we do it again? And with
sweat on our brows and afew
good tulle jokes, the answer
was a unanimous, YES!

From Cedlia:

As | look badk on this
experiencethe highlight was
spending time in
community. | loved getting
to know Gina and Monty
better during the decoration
of the dwrch for their
wedding. We laughed, we
shared, and they got to
experience how truly
neurotic the dtar guild is.
I'm not sure if they'll be
signing up for that ministry
anytime soon, but as | spent

time with them our
community bond
strengthened.

| am the newest member of
the dtar guild, which took
cae of the preparation for
Gina and Monty's weddng.
It's hard to come into a
church community and find a
minigtry that fits one's gifts.
The dtar guild didn't give a
hoat about my gifts or talents,
they just put me to work!

For me, Gina and Monty's
weddng was a wonderful
oppatunity to get to know
my friends on the atar guild
better. Friendship is truly
tested when you have to hang
tulle together. But | have to
say we worked well together;
no one died in the hanging o
the tulle and my admiration
and adoration of these folks
has grown tremendoudly.

Monty and Ginds wedding
gave me a1 oppatunity to
spend time living in
community, an experience |
will tressure in my heat
aways.

From Nancy:

Community is important to me.
Community is hospitable, and
our Church communty is
beginning to establish a ailture
of universa hogpitality. My
family has aways celebrated
births, deahs, new jobs,
gradudtions, - any event at dl -
with gusto.

When Rev. Karla anounced
the upcoming Mama Mia
nuptials | asked the members of
the Altar Guild if they could get
on board, and as you now know
they did. So now, lucky me, my
church family isjust asready to
celebrate members'
acomplishments as my family
of origin.

On Augwst 16" saw happy
faces, couples holding hands
during the vows, fabulous foad,
loving interactions among the
gathered guests, glorious cake
and sasa dancing!! What a

wonderful  reward for our
weeks of planning and
preparation.

We were celebrating love! We
were celebrating a couple some
congregants hardly knew. Like
Rev. Troy Perry, Mother
Theresa, Dr. Martin  Luther
King, Fr. Mycha Judge, Eunice
Shriver, and the multitude of
caing people who have
precaled us, Imago De MCC
doesn't have to be dose to,
related to, or have vesed
interests in someone to lend a
hand and celebrate their lives.
We clebrate each one of us
becuse God made us brothers
and Sgters---we ae family.

Thank you, Monty and Gina,
for dlowing Imago Dei - and
epecidly the Altar Guild - to
follow the path of radica
hospitdlity.
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The Shack

Discussion Group
Tuesdays, 7:00—-8:45PM

September 29— November 10

The Shadk has touched millions of readers with its portrayal of
a mmpassionate God in the face of grea evil. Many have
identified with the main charader's Grea Sadness the terrible
burden of grief that often accompanies and foll ows a deep loss,
for the Grea Sadness is part of the human condition. And it
compels us to ask: Where is God? Who is God?

Join us every Tuesday from September until November as we
listen to and discuss Roger Mueller's reading of William P.
Young's controversial novel.

For more information, contad Va Benner vbenr59@aol.com
or Jim Day jamesdayl@verizon.net.
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Imago Del MCC

has begun an

evening worship
service known as Vespers, a service that involves music,
spiritual readings, contemplative prayer, and meditation.

Vespers will involve much of what we ae acustomed to on
any given Sunday with music, liturgy, scripture, and prayers,
except that there will be no sermon.

First and third Wednesdays beginning at 7 PM
(following Vespers) and lasting for fifty (50) minutes.
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This course explores what it means to be part of the Imago Dei
church community.  Concepts covered include the body
concept, spiritual gifts and service, generous living, appropriate
expedations of a church, resolving corflict at church, the
purpose of worship, and building friendship networks through
small groups.

Registration is required. Homework will be adgned.
Registrants covenant to attend every week they are not out of
town or ill. $10 registration fee will be mlleded at the first
class scholarships are available.

For more information, plesse @mntad
JimDay at jamesdayl@verizon.net

&IOS 7HDUHWM
3@FH WKLY RURQIQWHK 2 [1HIQ) %DVNAARUE WEDUGKLS %R

MEMBERSHIP CLASS
Tuesdays at 7:00 pm beginning November 3rd

Print name:

Phone:

Email:

| covenant to attend all sessions unlessill or out of town.

Signature:
Registration is $10. Do you need a scholarship? Yes No
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edio Divina simply means divine reading, spiritual
reading, or holy realing, and represents an ancient
Christian pradice of prayer and scriptural realing
intended to engender communion with the Triune
God, while dso increasing one’s knowledge of God's Word.

It is a way of praying with Scripture that cdls one to study,
ponder, listen, and, in the cae of Imago Dei MCC, discuss
together before dosing out our eveningin prayer.

First and third Wednesdays beginning at 8 PM
(following Vespers) and lasting for fifty (50) minutes.
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Plesse welcome Ms. Esde
Jackson, Imago Dei MCC's
first student clergy intern!
She cmes to us by way of
MCC-DC, and is currently a
student at Lancaster
Theologicd Seminary.

Esdse begins her internship
with us on Sunday,
September 13", and  will
contribute ten hours per week
(Sundays and Wednesdays)
to the mission and ministry
of our church. She will be
adive with Sunday worship,
Vespers, Ledio Divina, and our Welcoming Ministry.

Ms. Esse Jackson

Stay posted to learn more @out Essie and her internship with
Imago Del MCC, and/or spe&k to a member of our new
Internship Committee( see ajacent article).

M oderator: Nancy Whitton
Members. Ron Cropper, Monty Negron, & Ed Verba
Supervising Clergy: Rev. Karla Fleshman

Imago Dei MCC will be hosting our first student intern
beginning in September. Ms. Esde Jadson is a semnd-year
student at Lancaster Theologicd Seminary (LTS). She will be
with us from September until May for ten hours a week as a
student leaning and discerning her cdl to ordained ministry. In
preparation for Ms. Jadkson's arrival, and in acordance with
MCC's Office of Formation and Leadership Development and
LTS, alay-led internship committee has been formed.

The four primary responsibilities of the Internship Committee
are @venant-building, feedback, evaluation, and suppart. They
represent challenges and opportunities in ministry with/to the
student. The cmmittee will mea monthly with Ms Jadkson
throughout her internship at Imago Deli.

Please welcome Ms. Jadkson and hold her and our internship
committeein your prayers!
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A credive visionary
Committed to personal spiritual growth

Able to crede and/or lead a team in an area of
administrative ministry

While engaging in Hedthy Communication
Embodying the Values of the Church
Making a pledge to vibrant stewardship

Humbly called to encourage the church into living the
mission and ministry God has given to Imago Dei MCC

Please mnsider prayerful reflection asto whether Godis cdling
you for such atime as this! Imago Dei MCC is a congregational
church with eleded members of the Board guiding our vision
and oversedng church misdson between congregational
medings. There ae one or more open pasitions on the board of
diredorsin 201Q

Contact any member of the Board for more information.
(Seefront page)
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< ToRon: for supdying soda

<« ToKely and Tammy: for supdying all paper
products

<« Totheofficia Altar Guild membersfor amillion
and orethings: Addie, Cedlia and Gary

<« Tothehonaary Altar Guild members, Terry T.
and Jim D: for suppat with set up and clean up

<« ToRev.Karla: for the oppartunity
<« ToGina and Monty: Thank youfor beingin

love '

<« Toour guests: .‘

Thanks for
cdebrating!!!

Youare eathly
angels!!! Asever,
Nancy
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September 6™

Contemporary Reading: An excerpt from How to
Be Evangdical Without Being Conservative by
Roger E. Olson

Gospel Reading Matthew 28:16— 20

Refledion: Murky are the waters of Good News!

We give you thanks for the gift
of baptism. In this water we
becane one with Jesus Christ
and were incorporated into
Christ’'s body the church;
through this water we were
made temples of your Spirit.

September 13"

First Reading Phili ppians 2:14— 18
Seoond Reading John 1:24 — 29
Refledion The Good News of Sacaifice

We give you thanks for the gift of baptism. In this water we
were buried with Christ in his deah; from this water we were
raised to share in the resurredion; through this water we were
reborn of the Holy Spirit.

September 20th

First Reading Second Corinthians 5:16— 21
Seoond Reading John 831 - 36

Refledion The GoodNews of Reconcili ation

Pour out your Holy Spirit, that aswe died and rose again in the
water of baptism, we may now pread good news to the poar,
proclaim release to the captives, and set at liberty those who are
oppressed.

September 27th
First Reading Romans 5:1 — 8
Seoond Reading John 46 — 23
Refledion The Good News of
Reaoncili ation

Pour out your Holy Spirit, that as we
were dothed with Christ through the
waters of baptism, we may proclaim:
There is no longer slave or freg there
is no longer male or female; al are
onein Christ Jesus.
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If you have any questions about the church's mission
and ministry or if thereisa new ministry you hope the
church would consider, please mntact Rev. Karla at
610-358-1716.

If any of the ministries listed below interests you,
please wmntact the ministry leader to learn more about
a particular ministry and find out how you can be a
part of making things happen at |mago Dei MCC!
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By Theodare W. Jennings Jr.

"The Man Jesus Loved" cleas away centuries of traditional
Christian teading to reexamine Jesus's positi ons and roles with
regard to persona relationships and family values and how
these relate to the Kingdom of Heaven.

Jennings takes a halistic gpproad, studying the views of Jesus
towards marginalized people in general, Jesus' distrust of the
patriarchal system and the "family values' it held sacosanct,
the general evangelicd egadlitarianism of the Gospels, and the
implicit approval of same-sex love in many Gospel narratives.

For more information about this bodk or to arder a copy from
Amazon.com, go to http://www.imagodeimcc.org/bodks on the
Imago Dei MCC website. Youll be sent to Amazon.com,
where you can complete the transadion. Amazon takes the
order, and is responsible for hilling and shipping. Imago Dei
MCC recaves a smal commission on eah sale, which
supparts our Benevolencefund
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Would you like to be a part of an interfaith movement of
welcoming and &cepting congregations? Believe it or nat,
there truly is a group currently meding in Delaware Courty.
Sofar two organizational meetings have taken place the first
was at Imago Dei MCC, the second & Collenbrook United
Church. The next meding will take placeat the UUCDC.

The group is cdled the Delaware-Chester County Outreach
of YES! Coadlition. The group is focused on increasing
visibility and outread to those seeking a spiritual community,
offering speaers and programming through our locd churches,
and ather socia justice work. The mngregations represented at
prior megings were: Imago Dei MCC, Unitarian Universalist
Church of Delaware Country, Drexel Hill Baptist Church, and
Collenbrook United Church. Also represented was Prysm, a
gueea youth group medingin Media, PA. The group is actively
seeking to add to thelist of adive and involved congregations.

The next meeing will focus on what future events, programs,
and passble justice work can be brought to our suburban area

For more information and a list of passble topics, please go to
the Y es Coaliti on's website & www.yescoaliti onphilly.org.

If you would like to attend the next meeting, please spe& with
Rev. Karlato learn more details!
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A wide range of viewson thisimportant topic will be
presented by speakersfrom Academia, the Clergy,
Government and Legal Profesgons, including Rev.

Karla Fleshman.

A round-table discussion with the speakerswill be
held at the mnclusion of the Symposium.
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PRYSM’s mission is to provide Gay, Lesbian, Bisexua,
Transgender and Questioning Youth and their Straight Allies
(GLBTQA) with a safe, suppative and non-judgmental
environment where they can mee regularly and be themselves.
This group will fadlitate social, educaional and suppartive
adivities, as well as oppatunities to participate in outreach
adivities and leadership development.

RSVP Referred—please email info@holcombprevention.org
Light Refreshments will be served

Questions? Fed freeto cdl Dan at 484467-8416
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Do you remember the warm welcome you receved the first

time you came through our doas? Would you like an

opportunity to share some of that warmth with others and help
with Sunday worship too?

Please prayerfully consider joining the
Usher/greder team, to ensure that all of
our vistors get a warm "welcome
home!" For more info, contad Jim
Jochims at 610-999-9774 /
jamesbjochims@rcn.com.
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Help us redi ze the dream of having our own .\ ?
worship spacesomeday by bringing in your (]
used printer catridges, cdl phones and \ ’
PDASs, and droppng them in the box at the

rea of the sanctuary for recycling.

Your "trash" is regycled for cash, and all money raised through
this part of Imago Dei's environmental stewardship ministry
will be designated to the IDMCC Building Fund! For more
information, contad Va Benner at 610-2724839 /
vbenr59@aol.com.
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The Philadelphia Community Fellowship and Hope Outreach
Ministries (UCC) recently launched a refuge for gender and
sexual minority youth in Philadelphia, PA.

Recognizing the need for a place of refuge for LGBTQI
Teens who have limited or no resources in Philadelphia,
Reverend Celestine Brooks, Founding Pastor of
Philadelphia Community Fellowship and Reverend
Deborah Savage Pastor of Hope Outreach Ministries
(UCC) with their respective oongregations have joined
together in ministry to offer LGBTQI at-risk and
homeless youth a place of refuge.

Dionne's Place will offer refuge to the gender and sexual
minority population ages 13-19. The mngregations will
provide them with safe, comfortable bedding, food,
counseling and referral services and recreaional adivities
between the hours of 6:00 pm — 6:00 am, starting on
Monday, August 3, 2009.

“We ae atticipating an enormous neal. Espedally as the fall
and winter months grow nea. We will neal suppat from the
LGBTQI gpiritual community as well as any faith-based
organizdions or congregations to asdst usin answering the cdl
from LGBTQI youth-at-risk,” said Rev Brooks.

Dionne' s Placeisrequesting your assstanceand isin urgent
need of shift volunteers, cots, linens, television and radio
equipment, financial support and of course, prayer.

For more information, to refer a teen in real, to make a
donation or to voluntee plesse @ntad Rev. Brooks at
Pastorbrooks@philadel phiacommunityfellowship.org or cdl
267-3388024
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If you're new to Imago Dei MCC, you might not
be aware of the restricted parking spaces
(marked with painted crosss) nea the entrance
to the dhurch.

As part of our rental agreement with Gradyvill e
United Methodist Church, these spaces are
reserved for the Methodist congregation, who are generally part
of an older demographic groupthan Imago Dei MCC.

So please remember in the future to save these prime parking
spaces for our gradous host congregation.

4'8 -#4.# 5*1745
Sunday —9:30to 3:30 B0
Monday — 1230to 9.30* % =
Tuesday — OFF Can¥%

Wednesday —1230to 9:30*

Thursday — 9:30to 3:30 (sermon prep day)
Friday — OFF

Saturday — OFF

* To schedule an appantment, please cdl 610 3581716 Karla
fadlit ates Small Group programming at the church Monday
and Wednesday evenings. Please visit the church website or
read the Image for up-to-date programming content and
schedules.

(Due to ongoing budget restraints,
Rev. Karlais currently employed at % time with our church.)




ORQKD\ 8SGDW
Rl ,PORHLO&&

N

3DJH

2#5614 5% #..'0) "' 574244%5'5%1 0) 4') #6+ 0

By Jeremy Reynalds

n what would turn out to be a

ar-from-ordinary Sunday, the

ev. Hamilton Throckmorton

surprised his flock in Chagrin

Falls, Ohio, when he followed up a
sermon by handing out $40,000 in cash.

Just prior to that, the 52-yea-old minister
had delivered ore of the most
extraordinary sermons of hislife. First he
read the parable of the talents from the
Gospel of Matthew. Then he eplained
the story, which tells about a rich master
who entrusts three servants with a sum of
money, "talents,” and instructs them to
go and do good The master praised the
two servants who daubled their money.
But he cast into the wil derness the one so
afraid to take arisk that he buried his
share.

Gazng down from the pulpit that
Sunday, Throckmorton dropped his
bombshell.

Like the master, he would entrust each
adult with a sum of money - in this case,
$50. Church members had seven weeks
to find ways to dauble their money, with
the proceals going toward church
missions.

"Live the parable of the talents!"
Throckmorton exhorted, as asdstants
handed out hundreds of red envelopes
stuffed with crisp $50bill's and stunned
church members did quick mental
cdculations, wondering where dl the
money had come from. There ae about
1,700 in the congregation, though not
everyone dtends each week.

The cah, Throckmorton explained, was
loaned by several anonymous donors.

Throckmorton is warm and
approachable, as comfortable talking
about the Cleveland Indians baseball
team as he is discussing scripture. At the
Federated Church, he is known simply as
Hamilton.

But as church members illed into the
late summer sunshine that morning, the
there were many who thought that their
pastor was redly pushing them thistime.

"There was definitely this tension, this

presarre to live up to something,” said
Ha Maskiel, a 62-yea-old retired
Navy pilot who spent days trying to
figure out how to med the dhallenge.

Maskiell's passion is flying a four-
seaer Cessna 172 Skyhawk.. He
dedded to use his $50 to rent air time
from Portage County airport, and
charge $30 for half-hour rides. Church
members eagerly signed up. Maskiell
said he was thrilled to get hours of
flying time, and he raised $700.

Others felt the same way. Barbara
Gates raised $40 crafting pendants
from beals and sea glass - pieces she
had made for her grandchildren over
the yeas. Kathie Biggin creaed little
red-nosed Rudolph pins, and sold them
for $2.50 ead.

Everyone oontributed their own speda
talents to the challenge, but everyone
said it wasn't the money. Members said
it was mething far lesstangible, but
still very red. For seven weeks, an
almost magicd sense of excitement and
camaraderie infused the red-brick
church on Bell Stred, spilli ng over into
homes and heats as the parable of the
talents came dive for them.

Zooming down country roads clinging
to the badk of a leaher-clad hiker,
Florence Cross sid she felt it too. For
the challenge, Barry Biggin had parked
his 2006 Harley Davidson Road King
outside the church, offering 12mile
ridesfor $30. Crosswas thefirst to sign
up. Never mind that she is in her mid-
80s, had never been on a bike, or that
her husband of 60 yeas had to hoist
her up.

"Oh, it was such a thrill!" Cross sid,
her face glowing at the memory. Her
friends now cdl her "Harley Girl."

Talents began multiplying at such a
rate that the church held a bazaa after
services on two conseadtive Sundays
for people to dsplay - and sell - their
wares.

The pretty littl e village on the Chagrin
River fals had never seen anything
quite like it. that everyone seemed to
be talking about the talent challenge:
over coffeg at the locd bookshop on

the green, and while sipping drinks at the
locd tavern. Even members of other
churches wanted to talk about what was
going on at Federated Church.

"Anyone ca open their wallet and give
cash," Kris Tesar said. "This was just an
extraordinary process of exploration and
discovery, and o challenging ourselves.
It becane bigger than any one of us, or
than any individual talent.”

Throckmorton is asked all the time if the
talent challenge will become an annual
event, but he is doubtful. It was a spedal
time and a spedal idea he said, and heis
not sure it could be re-creaed or relived.

Yet in a very red sense, it lives on.
Church members who never knew each
other have become friends.

There are other, more poignant
reminders, like Ann Nagy's haunting
tribute to her father, who ded of brain
cancer on Oct. 11.

Nagy, 44, has always been a singer with
a beadtiful voice It wasn't until her
father grew ill and moved into a hospice
that she started writing songs. She found
comfort in the music, and a way of
communicding that was sometimes
easier than spoken words.

At hospice patients are taught five
simple truths to tell their loved ones
before they die: I'll missyou. | love you.
| forgive you. I'm sorry. Goodtye.

Borrowing from that theme, Nagy wrote
a farewell song for her Dad. She poded
her $50 talent money with her husband's
share, and cut a CD to sell to church
members. Ironicdly it was finished just
an hour before her father passed, on Oct.
11. Nagy stood by his bed and sang it for
him anyway.

On Nov. 11 - her father's 72nd brthday -
Throckmorton preadied a sermon about
dying. He invited Nagy to the dtar.
There, accompanied by a cdlist and a
pianist she sang "Before You Go."

As her voice soared and the
congregation wept, the parable of the
talents had never seemed so dlive.
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(Continued fromp. 1)

their talents to dauble their
money for the durch's
missions. "Live the parable of
the talents!” Throckmorton
exhorted, as asgstants handed
out hundreds of red envelopes
stuffed with crisp $50 bl s.

Imago Del MCC would like
to duplicate Rev.
Throckmorton's grea idea
with our own speda Parable
of the Talents Challenge,
beginning with a Talents
Challenge Kickoff on
October 4th and concluding
with a Celebration of Stories
on November 22nd.

N

How to begin?

Begin with prayer to
discern what talent(s)
God will be asking you
to share.

< Attend worship and the
Congregational Forum
on October 4" to sign
up for the Tadents
Challenge.

< Take afew moments to
read Rev. T's sermon at
www.fedchurch.org/
talent and the aticle on
page 9, which tells of
how a @ngregation
was transformed by a
simple challenge to live
into their God-given
talents!
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Maybe youre saying, "l don't Do | know a group o HERE ARE SOME
have any talents; what could | club that can help? GREAT IDEAS

ever do a make with the
money given to me?"

Well, you're not alone, on two
fronts. First, you are probably
like most people in that you
dont think you can do
anything spedal; and seaond,
you might surprise yourself if
you just sit down and think
(and pray) about it. God gave
you more talents and skills
than you could ever want; you
just have to recognize them.

Your first hurdle is probably
thinking too g -- Remember
the KISMIF Rule - Keep it
simple, make it fun. Also
consider your resources and
amount of time you have to
devote to this projed.

Here are some questions
that might help:

-What do| do for fun?

-What are my hobhies?
-What resourcesdo | have?
-Who dol know that can help
me?

-What would | like to do
but never had the
opportunity?

-What can | do that will
build my community?

You are free to use your
Talent Grant money any
way you choose (as long
as you keep it legal). You
might need to buy
supplies or postage and
cards for invitations, or

make posters for
promotion.
There is only one

expectation, and that you
take risks with God and
yourself to seek to raise
at least the amount you
received to cover your
original talent grant. If
you are combining efforts
with another person, each
of you can get the same
amount. That way, you
can do twice as much.

-Put in an extra hour of
overtime & work or work
someone dse's shift

- Give arplane rides (only if
you're apil ot)

-Host a cad party or "game
night"

-Write & record a song and
sell the CD's

-Make and sell craft or art
pieces

-Baby sit, mow lawns, do
house deaning or spring
clean-ups

- Sell something you own on
Craig'sList or Ebay

- Give motorcycle rides

- Design awebsite

-Rent a popcorn machine
and sell popcorn

- Photograph a wedding

- Give a omputer leson
-Give amusic lesson

-Host a dinner party
-Provide & hour of
profesdonal services

Whereisyour talent?
Shareit!

) 11 &
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On August 16th Lisa Thome
finished a TRlathlon FIRST
in her age group and Tenth
overall out of 300
competitors!

Congratulations
Lisa!

Do you have a good news
moment that youd like to
share? A spedal event or
moment that would kring a
smile to our community? If o,
submit it to
I mage@imagodeimcc.org !
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The Image is YOUR newdlet-
ter. All spiritually relevant con-
tributions and comments are
more than welcome. Send us
your favorite devotions, testi-
monies, coming out dories,
poems, artwork, or whatever
ese inspires YOU and share it
with our Christian community.
Send contributions to Shelly
O’'Leary at shelle-
nald@comcast.net. For more
information, see Shelly, emall,
or cdl 609-927-5844
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How do | participate?
PREFERRED Every "Talent Volunteg" participating is asked to do two
things:
Buyer Agent Use your gifts to provide aservice or make and sell something
Seller Agent that will help build community and raise much-needed funds to
] help Imago Dei MCC take cae of our back tithes.
Helping DEADLINE How do | get my " Talent Grant?"
_Real People FOR THE It's easy. Just register and then come to the Kickoff on October
with Real Estate OCTOBER 4th; get 'al charged up' and then pick up your Taents
Mike Smith IMAGE: Challenge envelope with your Talents Grant.

Redtor/Notary ) What do | do with my Talent Grant?

10PM TUES, You can use your Talent Grant to purchase supplies or to help
1 HHKEG SEPT. 2%h promote your projed.

%QGW ’ Where @an | get ideas on what to do?
/KMG UGEON EQ Please addressall There ae lots of ideas. You can ask family and friends for
submissionsto Shelly ideas. Y ou can even cdl members of the Board of Diredors and

' $CNKO@RKMG at shellenaid@ we will help you pick your brain.
IGFKC 2# comcast.net When can | start my projed?

IE' S50 5044 94 1( 2#

Geriatric Care Management Spedalists
Long Term Care Planning and Assessment
Monitor Client Care
24-Hour On-Call Service
Contact SCP at 610565.588 or
Sbrown@seniorcareof pa.com
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A locd organization where our community
comes together to socialize

Covered dish gatherings are held monthly.
Annual dues - $10.00 (single) or $15.00 (couple)

For membership information contact
Jimat (610) 431-:0269, JEY 1114@aol.com

You can start any time. You don't have to wait for the kickoff.
But you should complete your projed by November 22nd.

Can my spouse or friend cometoo ?

If you would like to join forces with another person you can get
another Talent Grant for that person. Just sign up as a team.
What about groups or ministry teams?

Groups can participate too.

When and wheredo | go?

Our Kickoff is Sunday, October 4th at 10:30 AM and aur
Closing Celebration of Stories is on Sunday, November 22" at
10:30 AM.

Are my donationstax-deductible?

Outright cash donations are deductible. However, if a product
or service is purchased, the fair-market value is not tax-
deductible.

Wheredo | get more infor mation?

Contad Rev. Karla Fleshman or any Board member for more
information

How do | Sign up?

Just pick your projed, fill i n aregistration form available in the
information rack, send it into Imago Dei MCC or placeit in the
colledion basket, then GOFOR IT!

$1#48 1 ( &' %6145/ " 65
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The next Imago Dei Board of Diredors
Meding will be held at 6:15 on Sept. 9th.
All are welcome to attend! For more
information, see ay Board member (see
box on page one).

* 1 5246#.46; |/ 40 564;

The Hospitality Ministry
needs smeone spedal whois
willing to share their time
and talents once a month to
ensure that we dways have
something tasty to ea and
drink to share with our
guests. All food and
beverages are provided; you need only to serve it and clean up
afterwards. If interested, please mntad Jim Day.
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Imago Del Metropolitan Community Church offers spiritual growth

and Christ-centered worship to the Rainbow Community preparing people to
share their God-given time, talent, and treasures with our church and world.

Locaion: Rev. Karla Fleshman, Pastor
1223Middetown Rd Phone: (610) 3581716
Glen Mills, PA 1932 Email: RevKarla@lmagoDeiMCC.org
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Fall back to worship after your summer escapades by attending worship on September 13th,
bringing a dish to share, and staying for the fun and games!
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