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9  e have returned to 
my  f av or i t e 
season ~ fall!  

 
I love the changing of the 
leaves and the cooler crisp 
morning and evening air. 
This is a season of 
transformation. 
 
We are also fast approaching a 
presidential election ~ a leap 
year event in many respects! 
In the uncertainty of our 
economy and the challenges 
facing these candidates, it 
seems like a “leap of faith” 
and a deepening trust in God 
and one another is necessary 
for our nation to move.  

The same may be true of 
our church - to take a leap 
of faith and seek a 
deepening trust in God and 
one another to move 
forward. 
 
Humanity generally loathes 
change; and yet change is so 
essential for growth and 
development. We have been 
changing how we are 
church to be better prepared 
to be church; and we have 
discovered that change does 
not come easy. 
 
Leaves must die in order for 
new life to grow in the 
spring. This cycle of birth, 

li fe, death and rebirth is as 
ancient as Jesus was born, 
lived, died and rose again. 
 
Imago Dei MCC is in a time 
of change, too. We have lost 
some of the old ways; and 
now is the time to grow 
again. During 2008 we 
experienced new ideas and 
opportunities, which led to 
new experiences, outreach, 
a n d  c o m m u n i t y 
relationships. We have 
strengthened our community 
connections and taken our 
outreach to a new level of 
importance. 
 

(See "Change"  on page 11) 
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IMAGO DEI MCC 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

 

Pastor/Moderator 
Rev. Karla Fleshman 

Vice-Moderator  
Gary Hampshire   

Treasurer 
Shelly O'Leary 

Clerk 
Colleen Stuppy  

 
Stewardship Liaison 

Jim Day 
____________  

 
Lay Delegate 

Diane Pierce 
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Rev. Jordan-Pi ckett  was 

instal led as Pastor of Metropoli tan 
Communit y Church of  Phil adelphia on 
October 8, 1994.   Rev. Jordan-Pickett has 
led MCCP in adopting a charismatic, 
Chri st-centered style of worship that 
attracts a diverse group of worshipers.   
 
Besi des hi s work wit h the l ocal 
congregation, for si x years Rev. Jordan-
Pickett served as the Mid-Atlantic Youth 
Di rector. He is also the founding president 
of The Coll ege Settlement camp of 
Phil adelphia Alumni Association. 
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Rev. James L. Mill s, Sr. 
is the Senior Pastor of Greater Hope 
Fellowship, a thriving and growing group 
of believers ministering in the greater 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania region. The 
church intentionally reaches to the outer-
most margins of society, to impact those 
persons who ordinarily would not come in 
contact with the gospel of Jesus Christ. 
Pastor Mill s is also the President and 
Founder of the "Hope Foundation" a 
community based non-profit organization 
serving the needs of women and children in 
crisis and further serves as the East Coast 
Administrator for "The Fellowship." 
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Give us, O God, leaders 
whose hearts are large enough 
to match the breadth of our 
own souls and give us souls 
strong enough to follow 
leaders of vision and wisdom.  
 
In seeking a leader, let us 
seek more than development 
for ourselves - though 
development we hope for - 
more than security for our 
own land - though security we 
need - more than satisfaction 
for our wants - though many 
things we desire.  

(Continued on page 4) 
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AIDS Fund supports HIV/AIDS education, prevention, and 
services in the Delaware Valley Region by raising dollars and 
increasing public awareness about the impact of HIV on our 
communities. Currently, 30 partner organizations are receiving 
funding as a result of AIDS Fund’s activities to provide critical 
HIV prevention education and care services. 
AIDS Walk Phill y is the Delaware Valley’s largest annual 
HIV/AIDS public awareness and fundraising event. Each 
year, thousands of people join with celebrities, community 
leaders, friends and neighbors in a walk-a-thon and 10K Run to 
make a lasting statement about our commitment to conquering 
HIV/AIDS.  
 

Each participant is asked to raise funds by soliciting sponsors – 
your friends, family, neighbors, and co-workers. You can 
register as an individual or you can participate as part of a team. 
Either way, you’ ll be raising money from your sponsors that 
will go to fight HIV/AIDS in the Delaware Valley.  
 
When: 7:30AM, Sunday  October 19, 2008 
Where: AIDS Walk Phil ly begins and ends at Eakins Oval, in 
front of the steps of the Philadelphia Museum of Art. The 12 
kilometer (8.4 mile) route goes up Kelly Drive and back down 
Martin Luther King Drive. 
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O ver a two-night period, Imago Dei MCC welcomed 
in over fifty first time guests to our church, 
including more than twenty high school students and 
students from three area graduate universities.  

 
Our fiscal goal was to break even; and we did. Priceless is the 
community outreach and relationship building that took place.  
 
Through this outreach event, relationship has started and is 
being nurtured with the area Quaker Boarding School: West 
Town. In addition, Planned Parenthood and the GLBTQI Youth 
Program, The Spot, received $100 contribution from the event, 
as well as the beginning of building relationship.  
 
Through this outreach, Imago Dei MCC was approached by the 
Freethought Society of Greater Philadelphia to host an 
upcoming event, which will t ake place on Friday, October 17.  
 
Finally, Grove United Methodist Church loaned their stage 
lighting to us for free so that we may have the right atmosphere 
for our performance audience. 
 
To be ministers of Jesus Christ in the community we are called 
to reach, our church has to engage in activities like the Peterson 
Toscano shows. This two-night event was a success in every 
way according to the goals outlined prior to the weekend event. 
The goals were achieved by many active members and friends 
of Imago Dei MCC. 
 
A special word of thanks goes to the following: Shant, Alex 
M., & Karen for marketing and advertising the event; Jim D 
& Chuck G. for hosting Peterson Toscano in their home; 
Tucker, Val B., Jim D. & Chuck for event hospitali ty; Alex 
M. for running the sound board, Addie & Zoë for running the 
lights, Heather,  Jimmy Joe, & Tr ish for providing 
welcoming and outreach, Nancy W. for preparing the altar area 
and everyone arranging sanctuary space post-event. 
 
Thank you!  
Rev. Karla Fleshman 

I f anyone would like to pull together 
Imago Dei MCC’s first AIDS Walk 
Team, please speak with Rev. Kar la.  
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Our Summer of Change wrapped up on 
September 14th, and the Board of Directors 
would like to thank all who contributed to this 
successful effort to reduce the gap in the church's finances.  
 
Your generous contr ibutions totaled $274.96!!!  Diane Pierce 
had the closest guess on the total at  $265.00 and won a copy of 
The Message, a contemporary translation of the Bible. 
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Help our extended church 
family in times of crisis and 
hardship when you dine out! 
 
Dine at any of the fine restaurants 
listed to the right  using a credit 
or debit card you've pre-
registered with eScrip. When you 
pay for your meals at the 
restaurants li sted with a 
registered credit or debit card, 
eScrip automatically awards the 
IDMCC Benevolence Fund 
with 2.5% of your total bill t o 
provide housing, food, 
transportation, medication, 

etc., on an urgent temporary 
basis.  
 
Just Register any one or all of 
your existing debit and credit 
cards at http://www.escrip.
com/ and select group 
number 150877424. While 
you’re there, check out other 
opportunities to contribute to 
Imago Dei as you shop!  
 
Clip this list and keep it as a 
handy reference for the next 
time you’re ready to eat out 
or try someplace new! 
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Anthony's Ristorante Italiano 
4990 State Rd    
Drexel Hill , PA 19026 

Heng's Thai 
1156 Baltimore Pike    
Springfield, PA 19064 

Baja Fresh 
1138 Baltimore Pike    
Springfield, PA 19064 

Hennessy's 
5201 Pennell Road    
Media, PA 19063 

Brothers Pizza & Restaurant 
700 Burmont Road    
Drexel Hill , PA 19026 

Llanerch Diner 
15 E Township Line Rd    
Upper Darby, PA 19082 

Carson's Dockside Grill  
401 South Swarthmore Rd    
Ridley Park, PA 19078 

Roux 3 
4755 West Chester Pike    
Newtown Square, PA 19073 

Central Park Restaurant 
650 Baltimore Pike    
Springfield, PA 19064 

Wingers 
1001 MacDade Blvd    
Folsom, PA 19033 

now. An inspection can also 
expose worn parts, fail ing 
parts, etc. 
If your furnace is in an 
unheated space such as a  
basement or garage, 
consider adding insulation 
around the air ducts. 
Inspecting the ductwork for 
air leaks can be a simple 
and inexpensive procedure 
as well . Seal ALL leaks 
with a sealant designed for 
ductwork or duct tape. 
(Don’ t use regular every-
day grey “duct tape” as it 
doesn’ t do the best job in 
the long run. It dries out and 
falls off. Use a newer 
technology tape that really 
sticks and stays put!) 
Consi der  get t i ng  a 
thermostat that has an 
automatic heat adjusting 
feature. That way the heat 
automatically drops down 
just before you walk out the 
door to go to work and rises 
just before (or shortly after) 
you get home from work. 
(According to statistics from 
energystar.gov, reducing 
your thermostat 5-8 degrees 

In an effort to practice what I 
preach, I'm reducing a great 
deal of stress from writing 
under a deadline, and re-
using / recycling this space in 
the Image to present a timely 
and insightful environmental 
stewardship piece written by 
Jimmy Joe Jochims.  
 
The final installment of "The 
Three Rs of Environmental 
Stewardship," Recycle, will 
resume with the November 
issue of the Image.  - Shelly  
 

W e’re approaching what 
will li kely become the 

most expensive heating 
season on record. Rising fuel 
costs have made us all 
conserve more money, but the 
heating season could really 
take many of us past the 
breaking point. So what does 
a concerned, forward-thinking 
person do? Let’s look at a few 
things we can do NOW before 
the windows get closed and 
the heaters get turned on.  
We all know about adding 
insulation to the home, 
plugging up leaks around 
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doors, windows, etc. As far 
as our heating appliances, 
most know about regularly 
changing the air filters, 
checking the fan belts, etc. 
but some things we just 
can’ t do ourselves. other 
things we CAN but never 
knew about. Let’s delve into 
some of these money savers. 
If you have an oil based 
furnace, be certain to get it 
cleaned EVERY YEAR. I 
know that sounds extreme 
to some but the combustion 
chamber gets soot in it and 
that acts si mil ar to 
insulation. That makes it 
harder for the combustion 
heat to get through the heat 
exchanger and on to heating 
your rooms. Cleaning the oil 
nozzles inside can also help 
for a cleaner, more efficient 
burn. Cleaning these types 
of furnaces every year pays 
off every time you fill the 
oil tank. 
Gas furnaces/boilers tend to 
not get as “dirty” but if you 
didn’ t have yours inspected 
last season, it may be a 
benefit to have it inspected 

for more than a few hours can 
save a lot on your heating 
costs.) You can do the same 
thi ng wit h a manual 
thermostat but if you forget 
even once, your savings drop 
off . Also consider turning the 
thermostat down a bit more 
than usual while you sleep 
and adding another blanket. 
Heat pumps look like an 
outside air conditioning unit 
but they work two ways, 
providing both heat and 
cooling. Get these serviced 
regularly as they are more 
complex. It’ s important to 
keep the outside unit clear of 
grass/leaves/debris for the 
most efficient use. (Read your 
owner’s manual on how to do 
this yourself safely.) 
While the weather is still nice, 
consider taking a few hours to 
prepare your living space for 
winter. Get some friends over 
to help because as we know, 
where two or more shall 
gather, so shall another very 
Important One show up as 
well! ;-) 
 

 - Jimmy Joe Jochims 
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Tithes                             $ 7,271.45  ($2,570 by mail) 

Building Fund                $ 50.00 

Attendance                    139 / 5 services = 28 Avg./week 

June, July & Aug Tithes Owed to MCC = $2,596.43 
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If anyone has a prayer request during the 
week you may send you request to 
farsideprayer@aol.com. All prayer 
requests will be sent to people on the 
prayer chain. If you have any questions, 
please contact Chuck Bickert at the above 
email address or after church. 

 

If you would like to be a part of the prayer chain. Please send 
an email to Chuck Bickert at farsideprayer@aol.com.  
 

Farside also offers a resource called Tools for Meditation. Just 
go to www.imagodeimcc.org and click the link at the bottom of 
the Farside Prayer Ministry page to download.  

Prayer (continued from page 1) 

Give us the hearts to choose the leader who will work with 
other  leaders to bring safety to the whole world.  

Give us leaders who lead this nation to virtue without seeking 
to impose our kind of virtue on the virtue of others.  

Give us a government that provides for the advancement of this 
country without taking resources from others to achieve it.  

Give us insight enough ourselves to choose as leaders those 
who can tell strength from power, growth from greed, 
leadership from dominance, and real greatness from the 
trappings of grandiosity. 

We trust you, Great God, to open our hearts to learn from those 
to whom you speak in different tongues and to respect the li fe 
and words of those to whom you entrusted the good of other 
parts of this globe.  

We beg you, Great God, give us the vision as a people to know 
where global leadership truly lies, to pursue it dil igently, to 
require it to protect human rights for everyone everywhere.  

We ask these things, Great God, with minds open to your word 
and hearts that trust in your eternal care. Amen.  
 
— Joan D. Chittister, OSB 

Did you ever stop to 
consider why God blesses 
us so abundantly? God 
does so for one simple 
yet profound reason: 
Because God loves us. In 
fact, the prophet Jeremiah 
tell s us that God has 
l oved  us  w i t h  an 
"everlasting love"; that 

i s ,  o u r 
C r e at o r ’ s 
love knows 
no beginning 
and no end. I t 
is God's love 
for us that 
causes God 
to provide for 

us al l that we have. And 
Chr i st  demonst rat ed 
God's love by dying on 
the cross of Calvary to 
redeem us "whil e we stil l 
were sinners" (Rom. 5:8). 
 
What should be our 
response to God's love 
and provision? In spite of 
King David's observation 
that al l things come from 
Go d,  so me  mi ght 
conclude that because of 
their l i festyle, famil y 
background or social 
standing, they deserve 
G o d ' s  b e n e f i c i a l 
treatment. Others might 
reason that their good 
works enti tle them to be 
the recipients of God's 
blessings. But all of our 
nob l e  ef f o r t s  and 
supposedl y r i ghteous 
deeds, when done in our 
strength,  cannot measure 
up to the works of God. 

 
Stewardship 

@imagodeimcc.org 

" Blessed be the God and 
Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, who has blessed us in 
Christ with every spiritual 
blessing in the heavenly 
places" (Eph. 1:3). 
 
As managers and stewards 
of all t hat God has 
entrusted to us, we have 
been blessed 
ab u nd an t l y . 
T h o u g h 
perhaps some 
hav e  be en 
blessed more 
than others, all 
of  us  — 
w i t h o u t 
exception — have been and 
cont i nue  to  be  t he 
r e ci p i ent s  of  God ' s 
blessings.  
 
We are entering into our 
an nu al  st ew ar d sh i p 
emphasis enti tled, "Blessed 
by God to be a Blessing." 
During this time, we wi l l 
consider how God has 
blessed us, the reasons for 
God's blessings, and what 
our response should be to 
God's goodness. 
 
On a dai ly basis, God 
provides for us. God gives 
the seed, along with rain 
and sunshine to cause the 
seed to grow. God gives 
health, strength and li fe 
i tsel f. God gives wealth 
and the abi l ity to acquire 
that whi ch r i ght f ul l y 
belongs to the Creator. 
And God gives grace and 
eternal li fe through the 
Lord Jesus Christ to al l 
who look to the Lord in 
bel ieving faith. 
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(Ephesians 1:3, The Message) 
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October 5 -         Rev. Jeffrey Jordan, MCC Philadelphia 
October 12  -      Money & Sex: Blessed to be a Blessing 
October 19 -       Loving God, Self, Earth and all Her Creatures 
October 26 -       Rev. James Mil ls�
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¨ Meet the Candidates for Board of Directors 2009 
¨ Year-to-Date: Mission, Ministry, & Financial Review 
¨ Looking Ahead to 2009: Mission & Ministry Opportunities 
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First Reading Joshua 3:7-17 
Second Reading: I Thessalonians 2:9-13 
Sermon Title: An All Saints Promise 
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A Three-Week Sermon Series  
 
November 9 - Growing with Chr ist 
Joshua 24:1-3a, 14-25  
Psalm 78:1-7 
1 Thessalonians 4:13-18  

November 16 -  L ift ing up Community 
Judges 4:1-7  
Psalm 123 
1 Thessalonians 5:1-11  

November 23 -  Spreading God’s Love 
Ezekiel 34:11-16, 20-24 
Psalm 100 
Ephesians 1:15-23 
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Hebrew Reading Isaiah 43:16 – 21  
 
A Poem from Saint Teresa of Avila 
 
Christian Reading Luke 14:15 – 24  
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It is with regret that the Board of Directors of Imago Dei MCC 
seeks to inform the congregation that Ed O’Brien tendered his 
resignation as a member of the Board of Directors on 
September 4. Over the past few years Ed worked in various 
roles as a member of the Board, the latest of which was the role 
of building liaison. 
 
With Ed's resignation comes sadness, as we will l ose his unique 
gifts and insight into the Board's way of working and frequent 
communications.  
 
Our thoughts and prayers go to him as we will most certainly 
miss his presence, sense of humor, and the many gifts he 
brought to serve our church. We hope that his return to worship 
with our community of faith will happen in a timely manner, 
and ask that you hold him in prayer and personally reach out to 
him as the Spirit of God leads you to do so. 
 
For the Board of Directors at Imago Dei MCC, this is a time to 
focus on our challenges in this particular moment of change. 
We ask for your prayers as well . It is with respect to you, our 
congregation, that we, the board, submit this news to you at this 
time. 
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Oct. 1st - Transparency & Accountabili ty 
 
Oct. 8th - Empowerment for Women & Justice for 
Children 
 
Oct. 15th - Creating Opportunities & Investing in 
People 
 
Oct. 22nd - Environmental Sustainabili ty  
 
This will be an interfaith / no faith discussion series open to all . 
 
For more information, contact Rev. Karla @ 
revkarla@imagodeimcc.org or 610-358-1716 
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12:15 Sunday, October 5 
7 pm Thursday, October 23 

 
The musicians and vocalists of Imago Dei MCC 

invite all current and aspiring vocalists and musicians to join 
them for their meetings/rehearsals.  
 
Come and share your talents and your ideas for creating a 
dynamic worship experience through music and song!  
 
For more information contact Deb Hoeksema at 
dhcanoe627@aol.com  
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Learning, Encouraging, Adoration, Devotion 
 
LEAD is an acronym for Learning, Encouraging, Adoration, & 
Devotion that stands for a combination of skil l-building and 
discipleship-making opportunities.  This monthly small group 
gathering is strongly recommended* for persons who are cur-
rently leading a ministry at Imago Dei MCC and/or are thinking 
about leading a ministry (within and beyond our church walls). 
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* In 2009, this monthly gathering will be required for persons 
leading or seeking to lead a ministry within Imago Dei MCC 
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Pagan Chr istianity?  Whether you love the book or hate it, 
we’ ll at least have a great time discussing it.  (I dunno… why 
do we use candles on the altar?)  Don’ t miss a week!  For more 
information, contact Colleen Stuppy, Diane Pierce or Rev 
Karla. 
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The first Imago Dei MCC P.R.A.I.S.E. (Prayer, Responsibili ty, 
Altar, Inclusive, Stewardship, Evangelism) Worship Gathering 
will be celebrated OCTOBER 12, 2008 following the Morning 
Service. This is a prime opportunity for planning for the 
upcoming year. 2009 is poised to be a bellwether year for 
Imago Dei MCC and we don't want to be caught off guard by 
growth pains. I firmly believe we stand on the brink of great 
miracles.  
 
Lunch will be provided for this gathering. The meal wil l 
actually be an intentional part of the gathering, as compared to 
only serving as a transition from worship to gathering. How 
God provides for our food through local farm, Fair Trade, and 
specialty outlets will be a short discussion point. The meal wil l 
consist of foods that are grown within 50 miles of Imago Dei, 
gluten-free, or Fair Trade.  
 
Following the meal and short prayer transition we wil l look at 
what it means to be " Blessed to Be a Blessing."  Jim Day is 
offering an exciting look into what motivates us and why. It is 
truly a fantastic segment of the day that you will surely enjoy.  
 
Interactively we will l ook at 2009 together. All of us will have 
the opportunity to 'wish' for something for our church and our 
Ministry Teams. This wish list will be directed toward the 
persons and groups that can best achieve and review them. 
  
Highlighting the day wil l be a video presentation and 
discussion surrounding Rev. Nokuthula Dhladhla's message 
to the MCC General Conference last year in Ar izona. She is 
a dynamic, God-inspired messenger to us and we are blessed 
that our Board of Directors took the initiative to buy the CD of 
her message.  
 
Rounding out the day will be a guided meditation summing up 
PRAISE and visioning us into 2009 by Chuck Bickert.  
 
RSVP is needed to prepare the meal and supplies. Please 
RSVP to Ed Verba by Sunday, October 5th at eaverba@aol.
com or 610-250-7951. 
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This six-week series will be a discussion on the 
MCC Creedal Statement of Faith as written and 
based upon the Nicene & Apostles Creed. 

November 5: God - We believe in one triune God, 
omnipotent, omnipresent and omniscient, of one substance and 
of three persons 

November 12: Jesus - We believe in God, our Parent-Creator; 
Jesus Chr ist, the only begotten son of God, God in flesh, 
human; and the Holy Spirit, God as our Sustainer. We believe 
that Jesus...the Christ...historically recorded as living some 
2,000 years before this writing, is God incarnate, of human 
birth, fully God and fully human, and that by being one with 
God, Jesus has demonstrated once and forever that all people 
are likewise Children of God, being spirituall y made in God’s 
image. 

November 19: Holy Spir it - We believe that the Holy Spir it is 
God making known God’s love and interest to all people. The 
Holy Spirit is God, available to and working through all who 
are will ing to place their welfare in God’s keeping. 

December 3: Bible - We believe that the Bible is the divinely 
inspired Word of God, showing forth God to every person 
through the law and the prophets, and finally, completely and 
ultimately on earth in the being of Jesus Christ. 

December 10: Justification & Sanctification - We believe 
every person is justified by grace to God through faith in Jesus 
Christ. We believe we are saved from loneliness, despair and 
degradation through God’s gift of grace, as was declared by our 
Savior. Such grace is not earned, but is a pure gift from a God 
of pure love. We further commend the community of the 
faithful to a li fe of prayer; to seek genuine forgiveness for 
unkind, thoughtless and unloving acts; and to a committed li fe 
of Christian service. 

December 17: The Church - We believe the Church serves to 
bring all people to God through Christ. To this end, it shall 
arrange for regular services of worship, prayer, interpretation of 
the Scriptures, and edification through the teaching and 
preaching of the Word. 

 
For more information, contact Rev. Karla @ 
revkarla@imagodeimcc.org or 610-358-1716 
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Our fourth annual flea market was a great success, thanks to a 
dedicated team of volunteers led by Val Benner! The event 
raised funds* for the church and served as a valuable outreach 

opportunity to our 
community. Thanks to 
all who helped out!  
 
Left: Jim Day and 
Shelly O'Leary staff 
the hospitali ty tent. 
 
*To be reported in the 
Nov. Image 
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Come Out with your pets for an 11:30 AM blessing 
of the animals! 

Come Out to Celebrate our Families with a potluck 
beginning immediately 

following the pet blessing. 

Rain or Shine –  

We have a Pavilion! 

  

What to bring? What wil l be provided? 
Pets that can handle the 

travel and the crowds  
Blessed bottles of water 
will be given to folks who 

were unable to bring 
their pets for safety 

reasons – we all know 
cats don’t travel that 

well! 
Comfortable Chairs A Grill  
A dish to share with 

others 
Condiments to “dress” 

any grilled food 
Bikes to ride around the 

park 
Ice 

…and anything else that 
would equal fun 

Paper products  
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Dr. Daryl Holl inger, right, will lead us 
on a journey to discover how to bring 
vitali ty to the music and worship of our 
church. Dr. Holl inger will energize us 
and spark our creativity with his 
enthusiastic and innovative teaching.  All are invited to 
par ticipate!  

He will l ead us in new ways to engage folks in worship through 
this dynamic morning retreat. Concepts will be taught through 
participation in singing and playing a wide variety of 
instruments (boom whackers, djembe drums, bongos, hand 
chimes, Native American flute, to name a few). Dr. Holli nger 
will lead our congregation in new approaches to singing as he 
teaches us why we sing, what we sing, and how we sing to 
God!  

You will come away with a variety of tools and ideas to enliven 
worship!  Please register your attendance of a yes or maybe so 
that enough resources will be available for everyone. 

The morning session wil l be followed by an afternoon  
workshop for our musicians and vocalists entitled,  

Tools for the Trade 
All musicians and vocalists are 
invited to this exciting afternoon 
retreat led by Daryl Holl inger. 

This workshop starts at 1 PM and wil l 
give practical tools for musicians and 
vocalists who want to enliven our 
congregation.  Dr. Holl inger will look 
at simple techniques for leading 
congregational song with the voice 

and various instruments.  Participants will l earn how to engage 
the congregation in diverse and creative singing.  An emphasis 
will be placed on developing techniques in various styles 
including global music, gospel, early American, African 
American spirituals, contemporary songs, as well as traditional 
European based hymnody. 

 Dr. Holli nger’s methods of teaching are both enjoyable and 
successful in allowing participants to experience first had 
creative expressions of making music.    

For musicians and vocalists who attend the morning session, 
lunch will be provided between sessions.  Please register your 
attendance with Music Ministry who shall be facil itating 
hospitali ty. 
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Have you ever gone through a 
time in your life when you 
prayed to God for an answer 
and you weren’ t seeing any 
results? There are many 
reasons that might be given 
for that: it could be you're not 
praying hard enough, you 
don’ t fully believe you should 
have what you are asking for, 
your Faith in God isn’ t strong 
enough, or many other 
reasons. I personally see these 
as excuses, not reasons, and I 
believe there is always an 
answer if you are will ing to 
keep an open mind. 
When we pray for something 
for ourselves and don’ t see a 

result, there could be two 
things that might explain 
why, in my experience. The 
first is that we may not be 
ready for what we're asking 
for. We may still have some 
things we must learn before 
we can have what we're 
asking for; we simply aren’ t 
ready for it yet. The second 
is that we may have 
received it and just didn’ t 
realize that we were graced 
with what we asked for. 
Thi s happens ei ther 
gradually or in such a way 
that our vision of the end 
result is different from 
God’s vision, and God's 

// QQ PP VVJJ NN[ �[ � // GGFF KKVVCCVVKKQQ PP ����  ~ Chuck Bickert, Imago Dei Farside Ministry 
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vision is the one that counts 
in the end. 
Perhaps you're reading this 
and thinking, "Neither of 
these seems to fit my 
circumstance; what's the 
answer for me?"  
I do believe that one of the 
above answers is the correct 
one for you. The patience of 
waiting makes you stronger, 
the growing faith that you 
will receive what you are 
asking for makes you 
stronger and the growing 
relationship wi th God 
makes you stronger.  
So in reali ty you are getting 
what you ask for. Plus you 
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An Events Ministry Team? What is that? Ask Tucker! !  
 
Alex “Tucker” Hagar is interested in bringing together an 
Events Ministry Team that would “run church events,” such as 
the  Pet Blessing & Potluck in the Park (for more details see 
adjacent column).  
 
Who knows what other events of social excitement, 
consciousness, and crazy fun this team can stir up for lifting up 
community at Imago Dei MCC!?! 
 
If you would like to help with an already scheduled event and/
or be a part of an emerging new team, please contact Tucker @ 
(610) 566-1685 

are becoming stronger and 
getting to know God more 
intimately. Which in turn 
gives you the advantage to be 
able to get through almost 
anything and enables you to 
help other people that are 
going through what you have 
gone through. So in fact you 
are receiving more than what 
you asked for and are 
becoming a better, stronger, 
healthier person because of it. 
That to me is a 
win-win situation. 
Wouldn’ t you 
agree?  
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The consumer myth tells me that there is  
something else I must add to my life.  
But savoring is not abou t add ition.  

It is abou t subtraction.  
 

I begin by removing the restrictor plate.  
When I do, I see that there is a connection between 

savoring and paying attention (or mindful awareness).  
 

Here's what I know:  
If I am rushing, I do no t see.  

If I do no t see, I am not present.  
If I am not present, I cannot savor beauty.  

 
On the seventh day, God rested. God savored. Savoring 

is rooted in Sabbath. For six days we work, we build, 
create, control. The seventh day we rest. We stop. We 

receive. We savor. Without savoring, we assume reality is 
only about what we create or produce. If we pay attention 

to this, there are three effects:  
 

One, we are free to live this li fe.  
Two, we savor beauty and resurrection  

in p laces we don 't expect.  
Three, when I am present I am grateful.  

And gratitude is always a type of prayer.  
 
 
Taken from: Terry Hershey http://www.terryhershey.com/
nl-beauty.htm Issue 39, submitted by Kelly Rodriguez 
 
* Thneeds are a creation of Dr. Seuss from The Lorax 

Subscr ibe to the YES! Coali tion's News Email l ist: Visit 
http://www.yescoaliti onphil ly.org/news/ or send an email to 
news-subscribe@yescoaliti onphil ly.org. 
 
The Yes! Coaliti on is a diverse group of people who work 
together to say "Yes!" to celebrating faith, and  "Yes!" to 
affirming sexuality and gender expression... 
 
The Yes!Coaliti on serves the Greater Philadelphia area and is 
entirely volunteer-run. 
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I f you have any questions about the church's mission 
and ministry or if there is a new ministry you hope the 
church would consider, please contact Rev. Kar la at 
610-358-1716. 
 
I f any of the ministr ies li sted below interests you, 
please contact the ministry leader to learn more about 
a par ticular ministry and find out how you can be a 
par t of making things happen at Imago Dei MCC!   
�
�
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This course explores what it means to be part of a 
church community.  Concepts covered include the 
body concept, spiritual gifts and service, generous 
living, appropriate expectations of a church, 
resolving conflict at church, the purpose of worship, 
and building friendship networks through small 
groups. 
 
Registration is required. Homework will be assigned. 
Registrants covenant to attend every week they are not out of 
town or ill . $10 registration fee will be collected at the first 
class; scholarships are available. 
 

Contact 
Diane Pierce diane.m.pierce@comcast.net 

Or 
Jim Day jamesday1@verizon.net 
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MEMBERSHIP CLASS 

Tuesdays at 7:00 pm beginning November 4th 
 
Print name: _____________________________________ 
 
Phone: _________________________________________ 
 
Email: _________________________________________ 
 
 
I covenant to attend all sessions unless ill or out of town. 
 
Signature: ______________________________________ 

 



3DJH��� �0RQWKO\��8SGDWH��
RI��,PDJR�'HL�0&&�

%%** ## 00 )) '�'�
(continued from page 1) 

Much has been accomplished 
and experienced this year that 
is to be celebrated! 
 
Our vision, however, stil l 
remains before us, and as we 
head into the last quarter of 
this calendar year, the focus 
of our vision shifts to 2009 
and spreading God’ s love. 
 
What does this mean for us? 
How will it look?  
 
To share the gospel message 
of God’ s love involves 
people who are invested and 
committed to the journey; 
and invested committed 
people exist when folks are 
invited into the process of 

discernment and ministry 
delivery. 
 
During this summer, a series 
of small groups met to talk 
about possible projects and 
plans for 2009. We continue 
this process into the fall by 
asking: what are you 
passionate about? What 
events, programs, and 
ministries do you (a) feel 
this church needs and (b) 
you feel called to be a part 
of making happen? 
 
What we do in 2009 will be 
largely dictated by the 
people of this church. How 
so? Here are three brief 
examples: 
 
Currently the Board of 

Directors is researching 
three areas of ministry 

that will “stretch” our 
church to serve and 
grow.  

I created a resource manual 
l o c at ed  i n  t he 
information rack at 
church entitled Ministry 
Manual: How to start a 
mi ni st r y to  ai de 
individuals in creating 
new ministries.  

The worship ministry wil l 
advance to a new level 
o f  r el at i o nsh i p , 
resourcing and relevant 
ministry in 2009.  

 
This is a time of change for 
how we are church.  
 
You, the people of Imago 
Dei MCC, will be deciding 
from pew to program to 
pulpit, what we worship, 
what we study, and what we 

do within our church, as well 
as how we minister to the 
community. 
 
Not sure what this all means? 
Be sure to talk with the Pastor 
or Board of Directors, and 
plan on  attending the fall 
Congregat i onal  Forum 
(November 2) and Meeting 
(November 23). 
 
Bottom line: your voice 
matters, your hands matter, 
your heart matters – be 
present to matter – be 
engaged to 
make a 
difference – 
be blessed 
by being a 
part of this 
time of 
change. 
 

Over the six years that we 
have been together, we have 
made a conscious and 
deliberate effort to live more 
simply and with less. 
Sometimes it has been out of 
financial necessity, but 
increasingly out of the desire 
to have more control over 
what we eat, do, enjoy, 
experience, and involve 
ourselves with. I t's a 
stewardship of time, talents, 
and treasures in everyday li fe. 
We gave up TV years ago. It 
has been at least 4 years since 
we have had a TV. That is 
just one thing we don't need, 
or want in our lives. Initially 
we simply couldn't afford the 
rising cost of cable and 
satellite, but recently declined 
the offer to have it put back. 
Two years ago, we began to 
eat differently. It was our 
hope that if we ate better we 
would feel better. The old 
adage, "We are what we eat." 
We made a conscious 

By Ed Verba and Chuck Bickert 
 
There is a great story in 
Matthew 25:14-30 about a man 
who called his slaves and 
entrusted them with talents. 
One used them in trade and 
gained more talents. Another 
gained  more as well. But the 
third dug a hole and hid the 
talents. When the man came 
home he was told that one had 
invested very well, one did OK 
and the third buried it and 
returned the same amount. The 
first one was well rewarded, the 
second did OK and the third 
was thrown from the household 
as being evil . So goes the 
parable. 
A ccordi ng to Barbara 
Kingsolver in her book, Animal 
Vegetable, Miracle the average 
food we eat journeys 1500 
miles to get to our tables, which 
uses up ten calories of energy 
for every one consumed. That 
is a long distance and ten-fold 
energy for food production. 

decision to eat more of what 
is produce or grown near us. 
That would mean fresher 
food with less chemicals. 
Until this summer we had 
done that with moderate 
success. Then we started 
going to where local Amish, 
Mennonite and other local 
farmers sell their produce 
directly. We literally buy off 
the wagons food that was 
picked the same day, with no 
chemical additives and with 
full knowledge of where it 
was produced and grown. 
A few of our neighbors began 
asking where we got the 
produce and asked if we 
could get them some too. 
Within a few short weeks that 
turned into a cottage industry 
of selling locally grown, 
chemical free, fresh produce 
to our neighbors and their 
friends and families. To take 
advantage of buying in a 
larger volume we started 
selling it at a local flea 

market. We were both amazed 
and a bit overwhelmed by the 
desire of others to do the same 
thing we were doing; eat more 
sensibly. We heard success 
stories and horror stories about 
food allergies and production 
methods and we made a lot of 
new friends with similar goals 
in life. We have even begun 
thinking about what to do about 
next year and what we might 
sell or what we want to avoid. 
This sideline project started 
out very simply with the 
desire to live more simply and 
efficiently. It has blossomed 
into something that does that 
and now provides us with 
additional income. Not only 
are we improving our own 
well-being, but are helping 
others do the same thing. This 
has turned into a lesson in 
stewardship in our own lives 
and others. We are blessed 
and now are able to bless 
others. It truly is a "Blessed to 
Be a Blessing" 
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littl e closer to the LGBT 
community.  
Then two days later, rather 
unexpectedly, I no longer 
had that worry.  
I didn't tell anyone about 
that prayer and conversation 
with God for years, actually, 
for two full years, until we 
were moving into our new 
church complex in West 
Hollywood -- that's when I 
decided to revise my 
theology! Maybe God did 
tear our building down after 
all , not as a curse, but for 
blessing, so we could 
partner with MCC globally 
and invest in that property 
together! 
You have to rightly discern 
t h ose  ear t h qu a kes! 
Understand your grief, 
losses and challenges. Let 
God help you understand 
the Divine Wisdom at work 
in even your most painful 
and diff icult circumstances. 
The Holy Spirit would not 
let Paul and Silas interpret 
that earthquake as a "Get 
Out of Jail Free" card! No, 
God's greater purpose was 
the life of the jailer, and his 
extended family, and his 
circle of influence. God's 
greater purpose was Jesus' 
love and mercy, and it was 
God's amazing grace and 
liberating power!   
Paul and Silas waited in the 
stil lness to hear the Voice of 
Go d  i nt er pr et  t hat 
earthquake for them, and we 
can, we must, do the same. 
3. Free The Jailer, Too  
When Nelson Mandela 
became President of South 
Africa in that stunning non-
violent revolution that 
ended apartheid, he hosted a 
special inaugural luncheon 
to which he invited his 
white jailers from Robben 
Island, where he had been 

By Rev. 
Nancy L. 
Wilson, 

delivered at 
The 

Fellowship's 
Annual 

Conference, 
Dallas, TX on June 25. 

_____________________ 
Scripture: Acts 16: 25-34 
 
(Continued from the Sept. 
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2 .  I n t er p r et  Y o u r 
Earthquakes  
Now, I know something about 
earthquakes. I am famili ar 
with earthquakes. I li ved 
through the 1994 Northridge 
earthquake, in which MCC 
Los Angeles' building was 
destroyed, one of 80 such 
buildings in Los Angeles 
County.  
Now, no Baptist or Methodist 
or Catholic whose church was 
damaged or destroyed 
wondered if God did this to 
punish them. But you can be 
sure some folks at MCC were 
talking about it. Homophobia, 
i ncl udi ng i n ter nal i zed 
homophobia, sometimes runs 
deep, doesn't it?  
So, I preached against the 
homophobia, saying no way 
did God send the Northridge 
earthquake just to tear down 
our building!  
But I must confess, I held this 
deep, dark secret: Two nights 
before the earthquake, while 
hosting a church growth 
conference, I had struggled 
and prayed about the fact that 
our newly renovated church 
building was too small and 
the foyer was too narrow. 
And I wondered how many 
years it would take for me to 
convince the congregation to 
sell and move closer to West 
Hollywood, or somewhere a 

confined as a politi cal 
prisoner from 1964 to 1982. 
In that gesture, he painted a 
picture of a new South 
Africa, of a higher calling 
and standard. He embodied 
that special grace and 
forgiveness that can free the 
oppressor, and in his case, 
those low-on-the-power-
grid oppressors who are 
themselves so oppressed 
and afraid. 
I met John (not his real 
name) in New York in 
1981. MCC had just sent 
our application letter for 
membership in the National 
Council of Churches, and 
John had told us, through 
the New York Times, not to 
bother. 
But a couple of months later 
we were meeting him and 
the membership committee 
of the NCC in New York. 
And two hours into our 
meeting, John broke down 
and apologized, saying he 
was so stunned about 
MCC's ministry, and he had 
had no idea, etc., etc.  
And the membership 
committee unanimously 
voted that MCC was 
eligible for membership 
within the National Council 
of Churches.  
Two years later, the 
members of the Council 
would reject their own 
decision and indefinitely 
postpone any vote on our 
membership. John was 
he ar t br oken,  de epl y 
disappointed with the 
Church. That night he 
knocked on my door and 
cried; he was so angry and 
so hurt by the Council's 
treatment of MCC. At the 
same time, he was also 
going through the pain of a 
divorce, and he had just 
been let go from his job, 

because, he was told, he had 
lost his objectivity about the 
MCC application.  
Fast forward five years. I was 
at a National Council of 
Churches' meeting celebrating 
Church World Service -- and 
there was John, beaming! He 
rushed up to me, said he had 
left New York and had gone 
half way around the world to 
Bangladesh to find himself 
and his vocation. And during 
his journey he had found 
h i m se l f  ag a i n ,  h e 
rediscovered his call ing -- and 
he had also met the love of his 
li fe, Mary; he introduced me 
to her there, on the spot. Then 
he said to me, "All of this is 
MCC's fault!" We have to 
free the jailers! 
Here is the how Acts 
concludes the story: The next 
morning the authorities come 
to the jailer's house; they tell 
him he can quietly release 
Paul and Silas. But they didn't 
go quietly. They informed 
them that they were Roman 
citizens and had been treated 
unfairly -- so they were 
provided a special escort and 
were thrown out of town in 
the nicest sort of way!  
And here are the lessons for 
us:  
We must be willi ng to risk it 
all to shake the foundations 
and to reinterpret our 
earthquakes in the light of 
God's purposes. 
And while we are at it, we 
must also free the jailers. 
M ay God  bl ess  the 
Fellowship in your conference 
this week. May you be 
everything God has intended 
you to be in the Church and in 
our world, for all who need 
you. 
And may we be One Tribe 
and sit at One Table, in Jesus' 
name.  
Amen. 
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Helping  
Real People  

with Real Estate 
 

 Mike Smith  
Realtor/Notary 
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Rev. Karla will be in the office and available for scheduled 
appointments on Mondays, Tuesdays, and Thursdays.  

 
Please call 610-358-1716 to schedule an 

appointment. 
 

Days Off : Friday & Saturday 
 

Sermon Preparation Day: Wednesday 
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Geriatric Care Management Specialists 

Long Term Care Planning and Assessment 
Monitor Client Care 

24-Hour On-Call Service 
Contact SCP at 610.565.5588 or 
Sbrown@seniorcareofpa.com 
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A local organization where our community 
comes together to socialize.   

 

Covered dish gatherings are held monthly. 
 

Annual dues - $10.00 (single) or $15.00 (couple) 
 

For membership information contact  
Jim at (610) 431-0269, JEY1114@aol.com 

Your Board of Directors met 
on September 8th.  The 
transition to Comcast has 
been completed.  Our 
Treasurer reports that our 
expenses are very close to 
budget.  We are off by 5.1%.  
Attendance and givi ng 
continue to be down from last 
year.   
We are looking for a few 
good souls who would be 
willing to help with church 
repairs.  Please contact any 
Board member if you would 
be will ing to assist with this 
important ministry. 
 

Complete copies of the 
minutes are available in the 

Large Conference Room.  
Contact Colleen Stuppy for 

more information. 
 

The next meeting will be 
held on Tuesday, October 7, 
2008 at 6:15 PM.  All are 
welcome to attend. 

 

 I M A G E   
D E A D L I N E !  

 

DEADLINE  
FOR THE  

NOVEMBER 
IMAGE:  

 
10 PM TUESDAY, OCT 28th 

 

Please address all submissions to Shelly at 
shellenaid@comcast.net 
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Spruce up your church when you recycle your 
printer cartridges or cell phones! 
 
Just drop your used printer cartridges, old cell phones and 
PDAs in the box in the rear of the sanctuary. We will send them 
in for recycling and cash. 
 
All money raised through this ministry will be designated to the 
IDMCC Building Fund, to ensure a clean, safe and secure 
worship environment. For more information, contact Val 
Benner at 610-272-4889 / vbenr59@aol.com 
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Rev. Karla Fleshman, Pastor 
Phone: (610) 358-1716 
Email: RevKarla@ImagoDeiMCC.org 
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Imago Dei Metropoli tan Community Church offers spiritual growth  
and Christ-centered worship to the Rainbow Community preparing people to  
share their God-given time, talent, and treasures with our church and world.  

Location: 
1223 Middletown Rd 
Glen Mil ls, PA 19342 
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The next Imago Dei Board of Directors 
Meeting will be held at 6:15 PM Tuesday, 
October 7 at the church. All are welcome to 
attend! For more information, see Rev. Karla 
or any Board member.  
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Marc Adams is the author of nine books 

including his autobiography, The Preacher's Son. Since 1997, 
he has traversed the United States speaking to nearly 100 
Unitarian Universalist congregations, major universities, 
politi cal organizations, GLBT community centers, pride 
festivals, atheist/humanist groups and others.  
 
The Preacher's Son is his story of growing up gay, the son of a 
fundamentalist Baptist minister, his time as an ex-gay, his li fe 
as a student and employee of Jerry Falwell 's Liberty University, 
coming out, and becoming a Unitarian Universalist/Humanist.  
 
Adams' most recent book, (lost) Found is a follow-up to The 
Preacher's Son. It continues his story after coming out to his 
family and reflects ten years of his li fe being out in a corporate 
workplace, building a family of choice, dealing with the 
baggage from his fundamentalist upbringing and the patient, 
unwavering love of his grandmother. It is truly an homage to 
the real love that only real family can exhibit.  
 
More information about Marc can be found at www.
meetmarcadams.com. 

CALL ME 
MALCOLM 

8 PM FRIDAY  
NOV. 14   

 
Call Me Malcolm...the good 
news of Malcolm's story is the 
way in which shame and fear are 
overcome by grace, compassion 
and knowledge. Viewers cannot 
help but come to a deeper understanding of faith, love, and 
gender identity, and by doing so, arrive at a deeper 
understanding of their own journey. 
 
A love offering wil l be taken to support the TransFaith ministry 
which operates nationally and is dedicated to supporting 
transgender folks in their faith journeys, while providing useful 
resources to help people of faith become better educated trans-
alli es. 


