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Rev. Karla Fleshman is requesting your attendance at this 
specially called congregational forum. 
 
We will discuss our: 
 

‹ T a l e n t s 
Challenge 

‹ Moving Forward 
by Faith   

‹ Radical Welcome 
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But seek ye first the 
kingdom of God, and God’s 
righteousness; and all these 
things shall be added unto 
you. (KJV, Matthew 6:33) 

It is evident on the faces of 
more than a few folks. It is 
evident that people are busy, 
but are they productive? 
Yes, people are busy, but 
are they living as if they are 
blessed? Certainly people 
are busy, but do they know 
a peace that surpasses 
understanding? By the looks 
on their faces, I’d be 
surprised if many said, 
“Yes.”  

personal world, forgetting to 
seek first the Great Morning 
Star, the Alpha & Omega, the 
perfecter of our faith: 

Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, 
the author and perfecter of 
our faith, who for the joy set 
before him endured the cross, 
scorning its shame, and sat 
down at the right hand of the 
throne of God. (NIV, Hebrews 
12:2) 

For those who feel that they 
have no choice but to keep 
doing what the boss demands, 
they have li mited their 
options to the human 

(See "INVESTING" on page 10) 

" The habit of giving only enhances the desire to give" - Walt Whitman 
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Rev. Karla Fleshman 
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Treasurer 
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Building Liaison 
Colleen Stuppy 

 

At-large members: 
Teresa Duckworth 

Terri Talbot 
______________ 

 
Lay Delegate 

Diane Pierce 

Our economic situation has 
left some folks feeling 
“stuck in a job” they don’ t 
like. Others are feeling the 
burden to work more hours 
in a week for the same 
salary since raises and 
bonuses have been cut from 
the bottom line budget. Stil l 
more have had to relocate to 
new jobs since the one they 
ended last year with is no 
longer available. 

When living as lemmings 
frantic to not fail financially 
or fall short of famili al 
expectations, we can burrow 
under the weight of our 
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of not having enough for 
ourselves and our loved 
ones is a consequence of 
how we look at li fe, not of 
how much we actually have 
to give, just as we are 
“without one plea,” as the 
gospel song has it. 
 
Our accumulated resources 
or assets, like what income 
we have at our disposal, is 
part of God’s power already 
ours. But like the big lamp 
in the living room, we’ve 
got to turn it on—otherwise 
it is useless. “ Use it, or lose 
it!”  was Jesus’ message in 
the parable of the talents 
(Mt. 25:14–30). And so it is 
for us. We turn on the 
assurance that God does 
“provide.” And every last 
littl e bit of what we share is 
mult ipl ied to produce 
abundance beyond anything 
we can ask or imagine (Mt. 
14:13–21, Mk. 6:30–44, Lk. 
9:10–17, Jn. 6:1–14). 
 
Asked by her pastor how she 
was doing after her hip 
surgery, an elderly woman 
replied, “I’m better than I 
feel.” So are we, whatever the 
weakness and liability we 
face. We are more than we 
think we are! And by the 
grace of God we have more 
to give than we think we do.  

From the daily provision of 
food as the people of God 
journey through the wilderness 
(Exodus 16: 15–20), to the 
admonition of Jesus not to 
worry about what you may 
need tomorrow (Matthew 6:19–
20, 25–34), the message of the 
Bible seems to be that God will 
provide—do not save it up. 
 
But the point is never against 
“accumulation” or “assets.” 
The argument is never against 
“possessions.” The concern of 
s c r i p t u r e  i s  w i t h 
possessiveness. The problem 
is our tendency to seek 
security for ourselves by 
conserving and controlli ng all 
we can. The Bible challenges 
that common disposition. All 
that we cannot give easily 
possesses us unless matched 
by a desire to relax our grip 
and share what we have. This 
is no harsh moral teaching but 
an invitation to happiness and 
love no longer short-circuited 
by anxiety about controll ing 
and possessing. 
 
We have what it takes to do 
anything that needs doing. 
Although we have faith but 
the size of a mustard seed, 
that is said to be enough to 
move mountains.  But we 
won’ t know this if we wait for 
assurance before we act—
before we give. 
 
That hesitation is the 
equivalent of denying God’s 
promise of love and guidance.  
Faith is for us as it was for 
Abraham and for Caleb after 
he spied out the future God 
had promised, bucking the 
fears of others. It is going out 
believing in the challenge and 
saying, in effect, “Give me 
the mountain!” Faith is 

trusting in God’s promise of 
blessing, giving all that is 
possible to the specific 
promise and opportunity at 
hand (Gn. 12—15; Num. 
13; Heb. 11:8–19). God 
cannot steer a parked car! 
Unless we start moving and 
keep going, we deny divine 
grace and guidance. 
 
We cannot accumulate and 
“store up” security. This 
assurance is actually the 
truer “asset” waiting to 
become known as we move 
out and give, not just guard, 
share, not just keep, risk, 
not just protect—and so live 
more  happi l y ,  l ess 
defensively.  On the move, 
getting up and getting 
going, giving from all we 
have, then, as with our 
bibli cal forebears, we 
discover how real is God’s 
promise of blessing. 
 
Talking about how giving is 
inhibited, James Baldwin1 
had this to say in his classic 
essay, “The Fire Next 
Time”: “Most people guard 
and keep. They suppose that 
it is they themselves and 
what they identify with 
themselves that they are 
guarding and keeping. . . 
What they are actually 
guarding and keeping is 
their system of reali ty and 
w hat  t hey  as sume 
themselves to be.”  
 
Our assumptions about 
ourselves, like our “system 
of reali ty,” easily deny or 
diminish the reali ty of God. 
God is power already at 
work in us, “able to 
accomplish abundantly far 
more than all we can ask or 
imagine” (Eph. 3:20). Fear 
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Tithes & Offerings                                  $  7,977.48 

Building Fund                                          $       50.00  

In-Kind Donations                                  $     546.12   

August t ithes paid to UFMCC @ 8%    $     669.21 

Five months tithes owed to UFMCC    $  4,270.73 
 

Attendance                    163 / 5 services = 33 Average 

First-time guests           19 
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God has given us all things to 
enjoy and share in the spirit of 
love and happiness far greater 
than we can keep to 
ourselves. Let us grow in our 
experience of this love, 
knowing that it is in giving 
we receive—beyond anything 
that is ours alone. 
 
1James Arthur Baldwin 
(August 2, 1924 – November 
30, 1987) was an American 
novelist, writer, playwright, 
poet, essayist and civil rights 
activist. 
 
Most of Baldwin's work deals 
with racial and sexual issues 
in the mid-20th century in the 
United States. His novels are 
notable for the personal way 
in which they explore 
questions of identity as well 
as the way in which they mine 
compl ex  soc i al  and 
psychol ogi cal pressures 
related to being black and 
homosexual well before the 
social, cultural or politi cal 
equali ty of these groups was 
improved. 
 
For additional financial and 
stewardship resources, visit 
the Stewardship site on the 
web at http://www.
imagodeimcc.org/ministries/
stewardship_ministry/�
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this: get wisdom! (Proverbs 
4:7) Imago Dei MCC is a 
“young in faith” church. It 
has taken years of 
encouraging people to 
develop spiritual disciplines 
(worshi p,  medi t at i ve 
practices, and bibl ical 
study) and embrace the idea 
that God calls all of us to a 
greater purpose.  
 
With this pilgrimage, I hope 
for a rejuvenated passion 
tempered with wisdom born 
of experience. I see a 
blessed opportunity to 
testify and teach when I 
return in three obvious 
ways: 
‹ S t r e n g t h e n i n g 

passionate worship;  
‹ I nt ent i onal  f ai t h 

dev el opment  f or 
p r a c t i c a l  l i f e 
application; 

‹ Risk-taking mission and 
service to those who 
have yet to trust that God 
loves them, too. 

 
We practice an emergent 
worship and teaching style 
engaging all our senses, for 
example: building a Waili ng 
Wall  in our own sanctuary 
and a lay-led healing service 
on The Stations of the 
Eucharist.  

Journey of Faith is a unique 
opportunity for renewal 
offered for mid-career pastors 
by Columbia Theological 
Semi nary’ s Center f or 
Lifelong Learning. Journey of 
Faith includes an expense-
paid two-week pilgrimage to 
the Holy Land and two short 
retreats—one before and one 
after  the pilgrimage. This 
extraordinary event wi l l 
enable pastors to journey 
from the demands and 
chall enges of everyday 
mi nistry, to vi sit the 
birthplace of our faith, and to 
reflect on their call to 
ministry.  
 
Rev. Karla is one of 20 
participants (out of 72 
applications) who wil l have an 
opportunity to deepen their 
spiritual journey, clarify their 
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call to ministry, and gain 
valuable insights through this 
journey to the roots of our 
faith. 
 
Rev. Karla was required to 
complete an application that 
included brief responses to 
each quest i on.  T he 
foll owing includes one 
quest i on  f r om  her 
appl i cati on; and her 
response to the question: 
 
If Journey of Faith were to 
be an experience of pastoral 
renewal for you, what might 
that look like? What would 
you hope to see happen in 
your life and ministry as a 
result of your participation 
in the project? (200 words 
maximum) 
 
The beginning of wisdom is 

 
What artifacts, images, and 
stories I will be able to return 
with that will enhance our 
abiliti es to connect with our 
ancestors of faith in a way 
that leads us to live up to the 
Gospel Story of Jesus Christ 
today! 
 
How may you participate in 
the Journey to Fai th 
experience to strengthen 
y o u r se l f  a n d  ou r 
congregation? 
 
‹ Write out your prayer on 

the supplied “onion skin” 
paper for Rev. Karla to 
deliver to the Wail ing 
Wall i n the Old City of 
Jerusalem 

 
‹ Pray for the pilgrims 

taking this journey that 
they return with wisdom 
and resources to strengthen 
thei r congregati ons, 
including Rev. Karla & 
Imago Dei MCC. 

 
‹ Plan on attending both 

worship services while 
Rev. Karla is away 
because you wish to 
embody a healthy faith 
practice that honors God 
while strengthening our 
church. 
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¨ A creative visionary 

¨ Committed to personal spiritual growth 

¨ Able to create and/or lead a team in an area of 
administrative ministry while engaging in Healthy 
Communication 

¨ Embodying the Values of the Church 

¨ Making a pledge to vibrant stewardship 

¨ Humbly called to encourage the church into living the 
mission and ministry God has given to Imago Dei MCC 

 
Please consider prayerful reflection as to whether God is calling 
you for such a time as this! Imago Dei MCC is a congregational 
church with elected members of the Board guiding our vision 
and overseeing church mission between congregational 
meetings. There are one or more open positions on the board of 
directors in 2010.  
 

Contact any member of the Board for more information. 
(See front page) 
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Rev. Karla will be featured 
as a guest speaker during 
Yale University's Trans 
Week in November.  
On Monday, November 
16th, she will present 
“Transgender Stories in 
Scripture.” *she wil l take 
the train up the evening of 
11.15.09 and will return the 
morning of 11.17.09. 
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The Marshall -Grant concert 
scheduled for Friday, October 
9th has been cancelled due to 
injury.   
 
Please keep Carolyn and Pat 
in your prayers, and we wil l 
attempt to reschedule them in 
the Spring. 
 



The Shack 
Discussion Group 

Tuesdays, 7:00 – 8:45 PM 

September 29 – November 10 
 

The Shack has touched mil lions of readers with its portrayal of 
a compassionate God in the face of great evil . Many have 
identified with the main character's Great Sadness, the terrible 
burden of grief that often accompanies and follows a deep loss, 
for the Great Sadness is part of the human condition. And it 
compels us to ask: Where is God? Who is God?  
 
Join us every Tuesday from September until November as we 
listen to and discuss Roger Mueller’s reading of Wil liam P. 
Young’s controversial novel. 
 

For more information, contact Val Benner vbenr59@aol.com  
or Jim Day jamesday1@verizon.net. 
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Imago Dei MCC 
has begun an 
evening worship 

service known as Vespers, a service that involves music, 
spiritual readings, contemplative prayer, and meditation. 
 
Vespers wil l involve much of what we are accustomed to on 
any given Sunday with music, liturgy, scripture, and prayers, 
except that there will be no sermon.  
 

First and third Wednesdays beginning at 7 PM  
(following Vespers) and lasting for fifty (50) minutes. 
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/  
ectio Divina simply means divine reading, spiritual 
reading, or holy reading, and represents an ancient 
Christian practice of prayer and scriptural reading 
intended to engender communion with the Triune 

God, while also increasing one’s knowledge of God's Word.  
 
It is a way of praying with Scripture that calls one to study, 
ponder, listen, and, in the case of Imago Dei MCC, discuss 
together before closing out our evening in prayer. 
 

First and third Wednesdays beginning at 8 PM  
(following Vespers) and lasting for fifty (50) minutes. 
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This course explores what it means to be part of the Imago Dei  
church community.  Concepts covered include the body 
concept, spiritual gifts and service, generous living, appropriate 
expectations of a church, resolving conflict at church, the 
purpose of worship, and building friendship networks through 
small groups. 
 
Registration is required. Homework will be assigned. 
Registrants covenant to attend every week they are not out of 
town or ill . $10 registration fee will be collected at the first 
class; scholarships are available. 
 

For more information, please contact 
Jim Day  at  jamesday1@verizon.net 

Keep this portion for your records 
- - - - - -- - - - - - - - - - - - Clip/ Tear Here -- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
- -  

Place this portion in the Offering Basket or Stewardship Box 
 

MEMBERSHIP CLASS 
Tuesdays at 7:00 pm beginning November 3rd 

 
Print name: _____________________________________ 
 
Phone: _________________________________________ 
 
Email: _________________________________________ 
 
I covenant to attend all sessions unless ill or out of town. 
 
Signature: ______________________________________ 
Registration is $10. Do you need a scholarship? Yes  No 
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Please welcome Ms. Essie Jackson, Imago Dei MCC’s first 
student clergy intern! She comes to us by way of MCC-DC, 
and is currently a student at Lancaster Theological Seminary.  
 
Essie begins her internship with us on Sunday, September 13th, 
and will contribute ten hours per week (Sundays and 

Wednesdays) to the mission 
and ministry of our church. She 
will be active with Sunday 
worship, Vespers, Lectio 
Divina, and our Welcoming 
Ministry.  
 
Stay posted to learn more about 
Essie and her internship with 
Imago Dei MCC, and/or speak 
to a member of our new 
Internship Committee. 
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ECCLESIAL (usually only when  
invited and hosted by the church) 

Size  
Area 

Care 
Area 

Ordinations  X  

5-Year Anniversaries X  

Pastor’s Installation X  

Affili ation service X  

External ceremonial X  

Building dedication X  

JUDICATORY/ 
RELATIONSHIP WITH MCC 

Size  
Area 

Care  
Area 

Signing administrative forms X   

Review and approval of church Bylaws X  

Appointment of Interim Pastors X   

Role in judicial process X   

Moderator of Regional Conference   X 

Clergy interventions  X   

Affili ations and closures X    

Incorporation of local churches X  

Incorporation of MCC in emerging nations   X  

Interface with Office of Formation  
& Leadership Development 

X  

Report to the Moderator X X 

Oversee compliance of churches and  
clergy with MCC policies 

X  

Risk management X   

CARE, CONNECTION,  
AND COMMUNICATION 

Size  
Area 

Care 
Area 

Supervise the Core Teams  X  

Funerals/Memorials  
(as time and funding allow) 

 X 

Weddings/Holy Unions  
(as time and funding allow) 

 X 

Subregional/Cluster gatherings  
for community-building 

 X 

Publications/Communications X  X  

Pastoral care for leaders   X 

Dear Rev. Karla: 
 
From 1 August 2009 through the end of next year, the four 
Elders elected by Regions are responsible for providing support 
to churches in all seven regions. Whenever an issue or need 
arises, please refer to the chart to the right to see whether your 
initial contact should be with me as your “Care Elder” or with 
your “Size Elder.” If you have any questions about this new 
way of working for the Elders, please let me know. 
 
I am the Elder who will work in partnership with your Cluster 
Team to support you and your church in the areas of care, 
connection, and communication. As your “Care Elder,” I will 
ensure that your church and the lay and clergy leaders receive 
care, have opportunities to connect with one another, and are 
able to communicate effectively and efficiently with one 
another and with MCC. 
 
I am also the Elder who will support your church in the area of 
church development, providing you and your church with 
support, resources, and consultation services based upon your 
church’s size. You should expect to hear more from me about 
this by no later than 10 September. 
 
We are looking forward to working with you in this new way as 
you continue to minister in your communities.  
 
Blessings, 
Rev. Elder Diane Fisher 
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I f you have any questions about the church's mission 
and ministry or if there is a new ministry you hope the 
church would consider, please contact Rev. Kar la at 
610-358-1716. 
 
I f any of the ministr ies li sted below interests you, 
please contact the ministry leader to learn more about 
a par ticular ministry and find out how you can be a 
par t of making things happen at Imago Dei MCC!   
�
�

$OWDU�* XLOG�� �1 DQF\�: KLWWRQ�� ��� � � ��� �  

$VVLVWDQW�:R UVKLS�&RRUGLQDWRU�� � �
(G�9HUED�� ��� � � ��� � �

&RPPXQLFDWLRQV�0 LQLVWU\ ³ 3OHDVH�FRQWDFW�5HY��. DUOD�LI�
LQWHUHVWHG�LQ� DQ\� RI� WKHVH� PLQLVWU\� DUHDV�� &KXUFK�
OLWHUDWXUH��:H EVLWH��( PDLO��3UHVV�UHOHDVHV��DGYHUWLVLQJ��� �

, PDJH³ 6KHOO\�2·/ HDU\�� �� �� � ��� � ���� �

&RQJUHJDWLRQDO�&DUH�0LQLVWU\�� � �
5HY��.DUOD�� ��&���� � � ��� � � ��� �

(YHQWV�0 LQLVWU\�� � 7XFNHU�+DJHU�� ���� � ��� � �

)DFLOLWLHV�0D LQWHQDQFH�&RRUGLQDWRU�� � �
- LP�-RFKLPV�� ������ �� � � ���  

)DU�6LGH�3UD\HU�0 LQLVWU\� � &KXFN�%LFNHUW�� ���� � � � �� �

) LQDQFLDO� $GPLQLVWUDWLRQ�7 HDP� � � 6 KHOO\�2 
/ HDU\� � �
��� � ��� � ���� �

+,9� $ ,' 6�0 LQLVWU\³ 1DQF\�: KLWWRQ�� ���� � ��� ��� �

+RVSLWDOLW\³ 9DFDQW�� �6 HH�5HY��. DUOD��

0 HPEHUVKLS�&ODVV�	�3ODFH�PLQLVWU\�� � �
'L DQH�3LHUFH�� �� �� � ��� � � ��� �

9HVSHUV�  � VW�	��UG�:H GQHVGD\�� �5HY��. DUOD 

/HFWLR�'LYLQD�  � VW�	��UG�: HGQHVGD\�� �5HY�. DUOD 

0X VLF�0 LQLVWU\�� � 6KHOO\��2
/ HDU\�� ���� � �� � � ���� �

6PDOO�*URXSV�� � - LP�' D\� � ���� � ��� � ���� �

6WHZDUGVKLS�� � - LP� ' D\�� � ���� � ��� � ���� �

6XQGD\�' HYRWLRQV�� � &ROOHHQ�6WXSS\� � ���� � ��� � �

:HOFRPLQJ� 0 LQLVWU\�� � $ OH[�0RUJDQ�� �� �� � �� � � �� � � �

,I�\RX�ZD QW�WR�JHW� LQYROYHG��SOHDVH�JLYH�WKHP�D�FDOO�RU�
VSHDN�WR�5HY��.DUOD��
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October 4th – Wor ld Communion 
Sunday: Global Good News Sunday! 
Exodus 20:1-20 and Matthew 21:33-46 
 
October 7th - Vespers 
 

October 11th – National Coming Out Day: 
Come Out &  Hear Our Stor ies of Good 
News! 
Genesis 45:1-5, Esther 4:13-16, and John 11:39-44 
 
October 18th – Is Good News Only a Parable? 
(par t one) Psalm 8 and Matthew 25:14-30 
 
October 21st - Vespers 
 
October 25th – Consecrations Sunday: Is Good 
News Only a Parable? (par t two) 
Psalm 8 and Matthew 25:14-30 
 
 
Sunday, November 1st – All Saints Sunday Service 
(Guest Preacher: Rev. Lance Mulli ns) 

Hebrews 11:29-12:2 and Matthew 5:1-16 
 
Sunday, November 8th – God of the 
L iving 
(Guest Preacher: Rev. Lance Mulli ns) 
2 Thessalonians 2:13 – 17 and Luke 20:27-40 
 

Sunday, November 15th –  
Going on a Journey 
(Rev. Kar la returns from Israel) 
Hebrews 10:15 - 25 and Mark 13:24 – 37 
 

Sunday, November 22nd – 
Celebrating Our Talents 

Annual Congregational Meeting  
immediately following worship 

Matthew 25:14-30 
 

Sunday, Nov. 29th – 
Wor ld AIDS Day 
Recognition: We 
Worship in Hope! 

 Cheryl Bragg of 
Whosoever M inistr ies with 

guest pianist, Jeremy 
Jer. 33:14-16 / Lk 21:25-36 
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Subscr ibe to the YES! Coali tion's News Email l ist: Visit 
http://www.yescoaliti onphil ly.org/news/ or send an email to 
news-subscribe@yescoaliti onphil ly.org. 
 
The Yes! Coaliti on is a diverse group of people who work 
together to say "Yes!" to celebrating faith, and  "Yes!" to 
affirming sexuality and gender expression... 
 
The Yes!Coaliti on serves the Greater Philadelphia area and is 
entirely volunteer-run. Check it out at yescoalationphil ly.org ! 

isolation, but together with the Board of 
Elders and leadership. If we are to be the 
new face of Jesus in the 21st century, we 
have to be connected spiritually, to God 
and to one another. We have to learn to 
trust God for the mission and ministry. 
We also have to be accountable for that 
vision and mission to God and to each 
other.  
 
In my original essay two and a half years 
ago, said that my first role was to "Build 
a Shared Vision" - I would amend that to 
say, "Build and Communicate a Shared 
Vision." 
 
Our Shared Vision is not my vision, it is 
our vision. My role is to promote that 
vision and to communicate it; and to help 
people in MCC feel connected to one 
another in the implementation and 
embodiment of that vision and the values 
that undergird it.  
 
I am open to serving a second term, if 
this is the will of the Nominations 
Committee and the General Conference. 
As always, I am a grateful, li fe long 
MCCer, and will serve in whatever ways 
please God and the people of MCC. 
 

 - Rev Elder Nancy Wi l son 

The Elders Nominating Committee 
announced that Rev. Elder Nancy Wilson 
has been selected from the list of two (2) 
quali fied candidates by every Regional 
Conference over the last two years as a 
nominee for the position of Moderator. 
The election of the Moderator occurs at 
General Conference in 2010 in Acapulco, 
Mexico, June 28 - July 2, 2010. 
 
During the 2010 MCC General 
Conference, both Lay and Clergy 
delegates will have an opportunity to cast 
their vote to elect the nominee to serve as 
the MCC Moderator. 
 
1. The Moderator's Forum will be open 
for anyone to attend; one does not need 
to be a Clergy or Lay Delegate to 
participate. 
2. The Elders Nominating Committee 
will present to the General Conference 
the qualified nominee for election by 
General Conference. 
 
 Information about the nominee is 
available on the MCC website. To learn 
more about Moderator Nominee Rev. 
Elder Nancy Wilson, go to: http://www.
mccchurch.org/A M /Templ ate.cf m?
Se ct i o n= E l d er _ s_ N o mi nat i n g 
_ Co m mi t t ee& T emp l at e= / C M /

HTMLDisplay.cfm&ContentID=4574  
 

Statement taken from the  
Application for MCC Moderator 

   
I have been the Moderator of 
Metropolitan Community Churches 
now for two and a half years, and have 
completed half of my term.  Being the 
Moderator of MCC means being the 
spiritual leader and pastor to our 
movement and denomination; not in 
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Please plan now to attend this special multi-faith service with a 
three-pronged focus:  
(1) Remembering Trans-folk murdered because of hate;  
(2) Celebrating the inherent dignity and worth of Trans-folk;   
(3) Call ing for justice and equality for Trans-Folk.  
 
This special service of remembrance sponsored by YES! 
Coaliti on will be held at 5:30 on Saturday, November 21st in 
the Media area (Location TBD/See the November Image). If 
you would like to help out in advance with organization or 
marketing, or with logistics on the night of the event, please 
contact Rev. Karla. 

 Rev Elder Nancy Wi l son 
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On Sunday, October 4th Kyle 
Beaumont (16) and Gerald 
Strauss (15) will be baptized 
at Imago Dei MCC.  
 
Please extend a warm 
welcome to Kyle and Gerald 
into our Christian family!  
 
Do you have a good news 
moment that you'd like to 
share? A special event or 
moment that would bring a 
smile to our community? If so, 
s u b m i t  i t  t o 
Image@imagodeimcc.org ! 
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Sunday – 9:30 to 3:30 
Monday – 12:30 to 9:30*  
Tuesday – OFF 
Wednesday – 12:30 to 9:30* 
Thursday – 9:30 to 3:30 (sermon prep day) 
Fr iday – OFF 
Saturday – OFF 

 

* To schedule an appointment, please call 610 358-1716. Karla 
facilit ates Small Group programming at the church Monday 
and Wednesday evenings. Please visit the church website or 
read the Image for up-to-date programming content and 
schedules. 
 

(Due to ongoing budget restraints,  
Rev. Karla is currently employed at ¾ time with our church.) 
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Do you remember the warm welcome you received the first 
time you came through our doors? Would you like an 
opportunity to share some of that warmth with others and help 

with Sunday worship too?  
 
Please prayerfully consider joining the 
Usher/greeter team, to ensure that all of 
our visitors get a warm "welcome 
home!" For more info, contact Jim 
Jochi ms  at  6 1 0- 9 99- 9 7 7 4  / 
jamesbjochims@rcn.com.
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Help us realize the dream of having our own 
worship space someday by bringing in your 
used printer cartridges, cell phones and 
PDAs, and dropping them in the box at the 
rear of the sanctuary for recycling.  
 
Your "trash" is recycled for cash, and all money raised through 
this part of Imago Dei's environmental stewardship ministry 
will be designated to the IDMCC Building Fund! For more 
information, contact Val Benner at 610-272-4889 / 
vbenr59@aol.com. 
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If you're new to Imago Dei MCC, you might not 
be aware of the restricted parking spaces 
(marked with painted crosses) near the entrance 
to the church. 
 
As part of our rental agreement with Gradyvill e 
United Methodist Church, these spaces are 
reserved for the Methodist congregation, who are generally part 
of an older demographic group than Imago Dei MCC. 
 
So please remember in the future to save these prime parking 
spaces for our gracious host congregation. 
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A ll Sai nts' Day i s a 
uni versal f esti val of the 
Church. Thi s f esti val 
d a y  d i r e ct s  o u r 
a t t en t i o n  t o  t h e 
r i chness of Chri sti an 
hi story and the vari ed 
exper i ences  of  t he 
grace of God by l i f t i ng 
up the l i ves of the 
sai nts.  
 
T h e  c u s t o m  o f 
commemorati ng all t he 
martyrs of the Church 
on a si ngl e day goes 
back at l east to the 
t hi r d  cent ur y .  A l l 
Sai nts' Day (Nov. 1) 
cel ebrates not onl y the 
martyrs and sai nts, but 
al l the people of God, 
l i vi ng and dead, who 
t oget her  f or m  t he 
my st i c al  b od y  o f 
Chri st.  
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Dear friends in Christ,  
 
One of the primary tasks of the Board of 
Directors is to cast the long-term vision 
of the church – hopefully with a litt le 
more detail than our congregation’s 
thoughtfully crafted vision statement, 
“Growing With Christ, Lifting Up 
Community, and Spreading God’s 
Word.”  
 
Some recent and ongoing restrictions to 
our desired activities to li ft up 
community have prompted the Board of 
Directors to revisit discussions of our 
long-term vision, and the first thing we 
realized was that, as a congregational 
church, we need your help. 
 
As many of you are aware, our contract 
with the Gradyvill e United Methodist 
Church prohibits us from holding same-
sex holy union ceremonies. At one time 
we were content with this provision in 
order to attain a 24/7 space for achieving 
our vision. After Jim and Chuck (and 
how many others?) were recently married 
at another church, we need to ask the 
question, Are we still content with this 
provision?  
 
Fewer of you are likely aware that our 
landlord has the right to nix any activity 
involving use of the facili ty outside of 
what is spelled out in our contract. This 
past summer Jimmy Joe was denied his 
vision to raise much-needed funds (and 
li ft up community) by showing drive-in 
movies in the parking lot. 
 
Fewer of you still are likely aware that 
Rev. Karla accepted a 25% reduction in 
hours and pay out of necessity a few 
years ago and remains at that rate of pay 
while she is working and planning for us 
virtually 24/7.  
 
The Board of Directors is unanimous in 
its sense that a time of major change is 
upon us, and we have decided to hold a 
series of Congregational Forums to get 
your input on these issues and whatever 
else may be sticking in your craw or may 

be holding us back from offering the 
type of Radical Hospitali ty that Jesus 
modeled for us (e.g., accessibili ty, 
visibility, fairness, etc.). 
 
If you consider Imago Dei MCC your 
spiritual home, we strongly urge your 
attendance and participation in at least 
one of the upcoming Congregational 
Forums to voice your opinions and 
concerns on these issues and more. 
(Your input is important! If for some 
reason you cannot make it to any of the 
forums, please talk directly to any 
Board member about any concern you 
may have about these issues.) 
 
The two primary areas of discussion 
are: 
 
1 To discern whether to stay at our 
current location or start the long and 
complex process of deciding where, 
when and how we move (The Board 
feels that the “why” is clear, but are 
completely open to your views.) 
2 To discern whether it is fair to have a 
full -time pastor for ¾ time salary, and 
how we can attain the level of 
congregational commitment (tithing) 
necessary to support this change. 
 
What will our next steps be (other than 
prayers for discernment)? Where do we 
need to invest the time talents and 
treasures of this community to spread 
the joy we have found in God’s all -
i nclusi ve love to the sexual ly 
marginalized and our alli es in the 
Delaware Valley?  
 
Please plan now on meeting with your 
Board of Directors after worship on 
October 18th and/or November 1st or on 
the evenings of Thursday, October 22nd 
or Wednesday, November 11th to share 
your vision for Imago Dei MCC. 
 
Sincerely,  
 
The Board of Directors 
 
(See page 1 for Board listing) 
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OPEN DOOR MCC  
BOYDS, MD 

 

$25.00 per person  
(lunch included) 

 
The Rev. Troy Perry started the 
Metropolit an Community Church 
movement with the first worship service in 
his home in Los Angeles, CA on Oct. 6, 
1968.  In the 41 years since, MCCs have 
been established in over 25 countries.  
MCC is the largest and most influential 
religious movement for the LGBT 
community and allies in the world. 
 
Rev. Perry will share the dynamic and 
powerful stories of his personal spiritual 
journey and the history of MCC.  Join us 
for this very special opportunity to talk 
with Troy Perry and hear him tell his own 
story and MCC’s story.  Lunch wil l be 
included. 
 
Rev Perry’s books will be for sale and he 
wil l be available to sign books from 2 to 3 
pm and from 6 to 7 pm. At 7:30 pm he will 
preach at a special worship service.  The 
book signings and worship service are free 
(there will be a love offering for Troy at the 
7:30 worship service). 
 
Find directions and more information at 
www.OpenDoorMCC.com.�
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It is an occasion to look to the one 
who loved you into life and say, 
“God, what talents, skills, and 
gifts did you give me that I 
shelved because others told me I 
couldn’ t or shouldn’ t use it? God, 
how can I bring you into my daily 
li fe rather than just on Sunday? 
God, I wish to seek you first." No 
more hiding our inner light or 
burying our talents, for each of us 
has the power of God within us to 
live a li fe investing in what 
matters. 

May you begin to do so today! 

++00 88 '' 5566++00 )) �
(Continued from p. 1) 

condition, faili ng to remember to 
look to the hill s when wallowing 
in the valley of challenge: 

Psalm 121- A song of ascents:  
1 I li ft up my eyes to the hills—
where does my help come from?  
2 My help comes from the LORD, 
the Maker of heaven and earth. 

Isn’ t it t ime to invest in what 
matters? 

The TALENT CHALLENGE of 
Imago Dei MCC isn’ t a gimmick. 
It is an opportunity for each 
person who dares to live a li fe 
with more hope, peace, joy, and 
love. This chance provided by the 
Board of Directors is a chance for 
you to take a step back from the 
cattle-cal l push to produce 
according to the demands of some 
person; and seek first God’s 
Loving Righteousness.  

 

Maybe you're  saying, "I don't have any 
talents; what could I ever do or make 
with the money given to me?" 
 
Well , you're not alone, on two fronts. 
First, you are probably like most people 
in that you don't think you can do 
anything special; and second, you might 
surprise yourself if you just sit down and 
think (and pray) about it. God gave you 
more talents and skills than you could 
ever want; you just have to recognize 
them. 
 
Your first hurdle is probably thinking too 
big -- Remember the KISMIF Rule - 
Keep it simple, make it fun. Also 
consider your resources and amount of 
time you have to devote to this project. 
 
Here are some questions that might 
help: 
· What do I do for fun?  
· What are my hobbies?  
· What resources do I have?  
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· Who do I know that can help me?  
· Do I know a group or club that can 
help?  

· What would I like to do but never 
had the opportunity?  

· What can I do that will buil d my 
community?  

 
You are free to use your Talent 
Grant money any way you choose 
(as long as you keep i t legal). You 
might need to buy suppli es or 
postage and  cards for invitations, 
or make posters for promotion. 
 
There is only one expectation, and 
that you take risks with God and 
yoursel f to seek to raise at least the 
amount you received to cover your 
original talent grant. I f you are 
combining ef forts wi th another 
person, each of you can get the 
same amount. That way, you can do 
twice as much. 

 

HERE ARE SOME GREAT IDEAS 
· Put in an extra hour of overtime at work 
or work someone else's shift  

· Give airplane rides (only if you're a 
pilot)  

· Host a card party or "game night"  
· Write & record a song and sell the CD's  
· Make and sell craft or art pieces  
· Baby sit, mow lawns, do house cleaning 
or spring clean-ups  

· Sell something you own on Craig's List 
or Ebay  

· Give motorcycle rides (Terri)  
· Design a website  
· Rent a popcorn machine and sell 
popcorn  

· Photograph a wedding  
· Give a computer lesson  
· Give a music lesson  
· Host a dinner party  
· Provide an hour of professional services  
 

Where is your talent?  
Share it!  
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PREFERRED 

 
Buyer Agent 
Seller Agent 

   

Helping  
Real People  

with Real Estate 
 

 Mike Smith  
Realtor/Notary 

 


������ � � �� � � �� 1 HHKEG�

������ � � �� � � �� %GNN�

/KMG�UGNN"CQN�EQO�
�

�� � �� ' ��$CNVKOQTG�2KMG��
/GFKC�2#�� � � ��

����

$$11 ## 44&�&�11 (�(� &&++44'' %%6611 445�5�// '''' 665�5�
// 11 00 &&## ;; ������ 11 %%66���� �� �� VVJJ  

 
The next Imago Dei Board of Directors 
Meeting will be held at 6:15 on Oct. 12th. 
All are welcome to attend! For more 
information, see any Board member (see 
box on page one).  

<< H�H�22 OOGGH�H���
&& KKHHVVWWHHU�U�&& RRXQXQWW\�\ � %%UUXQXQFFK�K�%%XQXQFFKK��

A local organization where our community 
comes together to socialize.   

 

Covered dish gatherings are held monthly. 
 

Annual dues - $10.00 (single) or $15.00 (couple) 
 

For membership information contact  
Jim at (610) 431-0269, JEY1114@aol.com 

 

DEADLINE  
FOR THE  

NOVEMBER 
IMAGE:  

10 PM TUES, 
OCT. 27th 

 

Please address all 
submissions to Shelly 

at shellenaid@ 
comcast.net 
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Geriatric Care Management Specialists 

Long Term Care Planning and Assessment 
Monitor Client Care 

24-Hour On-Call Service 
Contact SCP at 610.565.5588 or 
Sbrown@seniorcareofpa.com 
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The Hospitalit y Ministry 
needs someone special who is 
willing to share their time 
and talents once a month to 
ensure that we always have 
something tasty to eat and 
drink to share with our 
guests. A ll food and 

beverages are provided; you need only to serve it and clean up 
afterwards. If interested, please contact Jim Day.   
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How do I par ticipate? 
Every "Talent Volunteer" participating is asked to do two 
things:  
Use your gifts to provide a service or make and sell something 
that will help build community and raise much-needed funds to 
help Imago Dei MCC take care of our back tithes. 
How do I get my " Talent Grant?"  
It's easy. Just register and then come to the Kickoff on October 
4th; get 'all charged up' and then pick up your Talents 
Challenge envelope with your Talents Grant.  
What do I do with my Talent Grant? 
You can use your Talent Grant to purchase supplies or to help 
promote your project. 
Where can I get ideas on what to do? 
There are lots of ideas. You can ask family and friends for 
ideas. You can even call members of the Board of Directors and 
we will help you pick your brain.  
When can I star t my project? 
You can start any time. You don't have to wait for the kickoff. 
But you should complete your project by November 22nd.  
Can my spouse or fr iend come too ? 
If you would like to join forces with another person you can get 
another Talent Grant for that person. Just sign up as a team. 
What about groups or ministry teams? 
Groups can participate too.  
When and where do I go? 
Our Kickoff is Sunday, October 4th at 10:30 AM and our 
Closing Celebration of Stories is on Sunday, November 22nd at 
10:30 AM.  
Are my donations tax-deductible? 
Outright cash donations are deductible. However, if a product 
or service is purchased, the fair-market value is not tax-
deductible. 
Where do I get more information? 
Contact Rev. Karla Fleshman or any Board member for more 
information 
How do I Sign up? 
Just pick your project, fill i n a registration form available in the 
information rack, send it into Imago Dei MCC or place it in the 
collection basket, then GO FOR IT! 
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Rev. Karla Fleshman, Pastor 
Phone: (610) 358-1716 
Email: RevKarla@ImagoDeiMCC.org 

:::
�,0

$
*

2
'

(
,0

&
&

�2
5

*
 

22XXU�U�00 LLVVVVLLRRQQ����
�

Imago Dei Metropoli tan Community Church offers spiritual growth  
and Christ-centered worship to the Rainbow Community preparing people to  
share their God-given time, talent, and treasures with our church and world.  

Location: 
1223 Middletown Rd 
Glen Mil ls, PA 19342 
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The Shack  
by Willi am P. Young 

 
Young gives us a personal encounter with a God, full of surprises, 
wisdom, great, great love and intimacy in a cruel, sad, heart-
wrenching, and almost unbearable world. We have our notions of 
God from experience, observation, religion, the Bible or holy 
books, but if there is a God, our notions are all inadequate. This is 
quite obvious as Mack, the main character encounters God in all 
His manifestations, Jesus, and the Holy Spirit. The Bible does not 
contain a complete description of God for it would take volumes 
and volumes to describe all the aspects of God’s infinite being, and 
if writings can give us a greater sense of our Creator, let us be open 
to examine that. The Bible mentions God as a Shepherd, 
housewife, and a hen, among others.we can investigate as we get 
to know God better. Young's book is a stimulating read that tackles 
questions of good and evil , free wil l, forgiveness, and faith. 
 
For more information or to order a copy from Amazon.com, go to 
http://www.imagodeimcc.org/books on the Imago Dei MCC 
website.  You'll be sent to Amazon.com, where you can complete 
the transaction.  Amazon takes the order, and is responsible for 
bil ling and shipping.  Imago Dei MCC receives a small 
commission on each sale to support our benevolence fund.   
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Now you can help our extended 
church family in times of crisis and 
hardship when you Shop Online! 
 
Shop onli ne at Amazon.com and 
support the IDMCC Benevolence 
Fund and a premium of up to 10% of 
your total purchases will be donated 
to Imago Dei MCC to provide 
housi ng,  f ood,  transpor tat i on, 
medication, etc., on an urgent 
temporary basis  at no additional cost 
to you. 
 
B o o k m a r k  h t t p : / / w w w .
i ma g od ei mc c.or g/ con t r i b u t e/
when_you_shop/ in your internet 
browser and use the search box to 
purchase thousands of products. 
 
You'll be sent to Amazon.com, where 
you can complete your transactions.  
Amazon takes the order, and is 
responsible for billi ng and shipping. 

 


