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Walking in two worlds 
both have always existed 
one since my beginning 
the other since my birth 
 
Walking in two worlds 
I wear the 3-D glasses 
while statements fly at me 
and burn me to the core 
I feel the old world isolation 
and new-found family inclusion 
while walking in two worlds 
 
Walking in two worlds 
one foot in the old 
the other in the new 
and it will always be that way 

Walking in two worlds 
I wear the 3-D glasses 
while statements fly at me 
and excite me to the core 
I’ m learning the new world rules 
but losing some of the old 
while walking in two worlds 
 
Walking in two worlds 
both have always existed 
one since by beginning 
the other since my birth 
 
By Karla Fleshman 
May, 1991 - when I came out as one of 
God’s beloved holy homos! 

(Continued on page 10 
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December 7th ~ Gentle Joseph, Gentle Jesus 
Readings:  Genesis 21:1-7, Matthew 1:18 – 25 
Hymn of Reflection: NCH #105 ~ Gentle Joseph, Joseph, Dear 
 
December 14th ~ Mary Sings, Jesus Sings 
Readings:  Genesis 46:28 - 34, Luke 1:46 – 55 
Hymn of Reflection: NCH #106 ~  
My Heart Sings Out with Joyful Praise 
 
December 21st~ Blessed with Jesus to be a Blessing to Others 
Readings:  1 Kings 8:1 - 11, Matthew 1:68 – 79  
Hymn of Reflection: NCH #110 ~ Now Bless the God of Israel 

 

%JTKUVOCU�' XG�5GTXKEG�� �� �� 2/  
 

Readings: Isaiah 9:1 – 7, Luke 2:1 – 7 
Hymn of Reflection: NCH # 124—Away in a Manger 
A Christmas Eve Reflection: Two Babes in a Manger 

Earlier this summer and again 
in the fall, I asked the 
congregation to tell me what 
are to be our priorities in 
2009; and the message was 
clear: 
 
The overwhelming theme of 
the priorities proposed by the 
people of Imago Dei MCC 
speaks to Buil ding up 
Community.   

In 2009 the programs of the 
church will focus upon 
building up the community:  
the I mago Dei M CC 
community and the larger 

99 ## .. -- ++00 ) �) � ++0 �0 � 66 99 1 �1 � 99 11 44 .. && 55��
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community to which calls 
us forward to serve. 

The program we will use as 
our guide in the journey of 
2009 is rather appropriately 
named Five Practices of 
Fruitful Congregations.  I 
am choosing to use a double 
entendre in this instance. 

F i ve Practices i s a 
congregation-wide program 
that involves everyone—
pastors, leaders, teachers, 
small groups, and the entire 
membership.   

(Continued on page 6) 
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church.  Please read a note 
he sent, below; and hold 
him, his son, his church, 
closeted gay folks, and all 
those suffering under the 
current regime in your 
prayers. 
 

UPDATE  FROM 
REV. MAXWELL  

November, 2008 
 
Dear Friends in the Lord, 
 
I hope I find you well. we 
really thank our Lord for 
keeping us safe. We 
continue to gather as a 

During the Season of Advent 
in the first three weeks of 
December, Imago Dei MCC 
will have a coin jar at the 
back of the church.  We are 
asking members of Imago Dei 
MCC to place their loose 
change, or more, into the jug. 
 
If you would like to bring in 
cards for people to sign as 
another means of support, 
please do so knowing that if 
anything even “hints” at being 
gay, we will not be able to 
send it.  
 
We are collecting much- 
needed cash for Rev. Maxwell 
Master, a church planter in 
Zimbabwe.  Earlier this year 
he successfully transferred his 
clergy credentials into MCC; 
and earl i er thi s year 
Zimbabwe’s government was 
unable to complete successful 
presidential elections leaving 
the country in a state of chaos 
and turmoil. 
Rev. Maxwell has been 
encouraged to leave the 
country for his safety, but he 
is unwilling to leave his house 

group for Bible study 
every Saturday. It is sti ll 
not public and we stil l fear 
to announce many people 
to come and attend 
because if we do so we 
will be picked by the 
police right away. It is 
very very expensive to pay 
for the legal costs in the 
cour t s  o f  l aw  i n 
Z i mbabwe,  but  we 
continue to gather with 
these 'trusted few'. Pray for 
us for we do not know 
when they will pick us 
again for questioning . 
 when there is an opening 
of democratic space in 

COLL ECTING COINS, CASH AND CARDS FOR A CHURCH PASTOR IN ZIMBABWE��
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If anyone has a prayer request during the week you 
may send your request to farsideprayer@aol.com. All 
prayer requests will be sent to people on the prayer 
chain. If you have any questions please contact Chuck 

Bickert at the above email address or after church. 
 

If you would like to be a part of the prayer chain, please send 
an email to Chuck Bickert at farsideprayer@aol.com.  
 

Farside also offers a resource called Tools for Meditation. Just 
go to www.imagodeimcc.org and in the Farside prayer Ministry 
page and click on the link at the bottom to download.  
 

Sacred Space is a new online resource to enable you to pray from 
home, work, or anywhere there is a computer. Just go to www.
imagodeimcc.org and at the bottom of the Farside Prayer Ministry 
page is a link that will take you to this wonderful resource.  

�� �� �� �� 	 �	 � �� �� �� � �� � �� 

 

 �� �� ��
�

The Hospitality Ministry is looking for folks who like to share! We 
need folks wil ling to commit as li ttle as a half hour of their time to 
help set up or clean up our Hospitality Hour after worship each 
Sunday.  Ideally candidates would adopt one Sunday per month to 
do both, but not necessarily. 

�

This important ministry provides time for Christian fellowship 
and relationship building in a safe and 
healthy environment, while providing 
sustenance for the body as well.   

�

If you are interested in helping out, or 
would like more information, please 
contact   Shel l y O'L eary at 
shellenaid@comcast.net / 609-927-5844 

Zimbabwe I will not hesitate 
to go publi c and advertise 
MCC in the local media but 
at the moment we continue 
to gather in few numbers 
and the good thing is that all 
of them are now ready to 
disciple others . 
 
Chall enges: 
Our Bible study group 
members have not been 
spared with the economic 
hardships that face this 
c o u n t r y  t o  d a t e . 
I for one ,would li ke to 
thank the Lord because these 
members did not desert us 
[MCC]. We reall y thank you 
all who continue to pray for 
us and support us in many 
w a y s  . 
 
I also thank all those who 
are moving in with speed to 
all eviate hunger induced 
deaths in Zimbabwe. 
 
I thank you and god bless. 
 
Bye. 
 
Rev. Maxwell Master 
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Help bring some Holiday cheer to the residents of the 
Delaware County Juvenile Detention Center.  There are 
three ways to participate: 
 

1. Bring your favorite home-baked Christmas 
cookies to the church on Saturday, December 
20th or to worship on Sunday, December 21st. 

 
2. Join us at the church on Saturday, December 20th 

to decorate old-fashioned ‘paint brush” cookies or 
bring your own favorite cookies for others to 
decorate. 

 
3. Join us at the church at Noon on Saturday, 

December 20th for lunch, followed by a showing 
of “Holiday Heart” starring Ving Rhames and 
Alfre Woodard (Rated R). 

 
 
Cookies will be delivered to the 
Delaware County Juvenile Detention 
Center on Tuesday, December 23rd. 
 
 

Help our extended church family in times of crisis and 
hardship when you Shop Online! 
 
Shop at any of the stores listed to the right (and lots more) 
through eScrip’s Online Mall using a credit or debit card 
you've pre-registered with eScrip.  
 
When you pay for your online purchases using any pre-
registered credit or debit card, eScrip tracks your purchases 
and automatically awards the IDMCC Benevolence Fund with 
2-6% of the total to provide housing, food, transportation, medication, etc., on an urgent temporary basis.  
 

Register as many of your existing debit and credit cards as you can at www.escrip.com and select group number 150877424. 

Macy's Circuit City 

Lands' End Walmart.com 

Barnes&Noble.com  Willi ams-Sonoma  

Borders.com  PETCO 

Buy.com PetSmart 

Best Buy  Harry and David 

 

& GNCY CTG�%QWPV[� , WXGPKNG�& GVGPVKQP�%GPVGT�1 WVTGCEJ�
http://www.co.delaware.pa.us/courts/juveniledetention.html 
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Place new or gently used books in 
the drop-off box located in the 
church foyer.  Book subject 
matter should be appropriate for 
those between the ages of 10 – 18 
years old. 
 
Playing cards are another option 

popular with the residents. 
 
For  more i nf ormat i on,  contact  Ji m at 
jamesday1@verizon.net 
 
 
…'Master, what are you talking 
about? When did we ever see you 
hungry and feed you, thirsty and 
give you a drink?  And when did 
we ever see you sick or in prison 
and come to you?'  Then the King 
wil l say, 'I'm tell ing the solemn 
truth: Whenever you did one of 
these thi ngs to someone 
overlooked or ignored, that was 
me - you did it to me.'   

 
Matthew 25:37-40 
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The musicians and vocalists of Imago Dei MCC 
invite all current and aspiring vocalists and 

musicians to join them for their meetings/rehearsals.  
 
Come and share your talents and your ideas for creating a 
dynamic worship experience through music and song!  
 
For more information contact Deb Hoeksema at 
dhcanoe627@aol.com  

H ave you ever 
been “hurt” 
b y  G o d  
when a loved 

one died tragically? 
 

Have you ever felt like you 
couldn’t forgive God? 
 

Have you ever been curious to know what it would be like to 
live with God, Jesus, and the Holy Spirit for a weekend? 
 

Join us for a Sunday study on the best-sell ing book, The Shack.  
We’ ll take as long as you like. All are welcome! ��

�� �������� ## /�/� ��
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Subscr ibe to the YES! Coali tion's News Email l ist: Visit 
http://www.yescoaliti onphil ly.org/news/ or send an email to 
news-subscribe@yescoaliti onphil ly.org. 
 
The Yes! Coaliti on is a diverse group of people who work 
together to say "Yes!" to celebrating faith, and  "Yes!" to 
affirming sexuality and gender expression... 
 
The Yes!Coaliti on serves the Greater Philadelphia area and is 
entirely volunteer-run. 
Check it out at yescoalationphil ly.org ! 
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This series will be a discussion on the MCC 
Creedal Statement of Faith as written and 
based upon the Nicene & Apostles Creed. 

December 3: Bible - We believe that the 
Bible is the divinely inspired Word of God, 
showing forth God to every person through 
the law and the prophets, and finally, completely and ultimately 
on earth in the being of Jesus Christ. 

December 10: Justification & Sanctification - We believe 
every person is justified by grace to God through faith in Jesus 
Christ. We believe we are saved from loneliness, despair and 
degradation through God’s gift of grace, as was declared by our 
Savior. Such grace is not earned, but is a pure gift from a God 
of pure love. We further commend the community of the 
faithful to a li fe of prayer; to seek genuine forgiveness for 
unkind, thoughtless and unloving acts; and to a committed li fe 
of Christian service. 

December 17: The Church - We believe the Church serves to 
bring all people to God through Christ. To this end, it shall 
arrange for regular services of worship, prayer, interpretation of 
the Scriptures, and edification through the teaching and 
preaching of the Word. 
 
For more information, contact Rev. Karla @ 
revkarla@imagodeimcc.org or 610-358-1716 

5 / # . . � � � � � � ) 4 1 7 2 5  
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2008 financial crisis causing you to 
worry?  Crunched for Christmas shopping?  There is no 
shortage of information on the crucial matter of money in the 
Bible.  More than two thousand Scripture passages touch on the 
theme of money.  Jesus spoke about it frequently.  About two-
thirds of Jesus’ parables make reference to our use of financial 
resources.  He often talked about these matters because he 
understood what was at stake.  He saw how easil y our hearts 
would be led astray from pure devotion to God into areas of 
worry and even obsession over possessions. 
 
No matter what your circumstances – financial crisis or 
abundance - get ready to receive tangible help in this area by 
controlling your finances rather than allowing them to control you! 
 
Jan 7:  Discover three prominent cultural myths about money 
Jan 14:  Become closer to the Mind and Heart of God as 
earners, givers, and savers. 
Jan 21:  Discover who we are becoming as debtors. 
Jan 28:  Driving your stake Lifestyle-wise 
Feb 4:  Proverbs 1:5 
Feb 11:  Choosing and setting up a record-keeping system 
Feb 18 :  Special Guest! 
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facilit ated by Rev. Karla 
Topics & Focus – the first hour is focused on discipleship and 
the second hour is focused on leading others.  If interested in 
attending, please contact Rev. Karla to receive a copy of the 
reading. 
January – Is Spiritual Formation Needed? 
February – Spiritual Formation of Christian Leaders in History 
March – The Main Thing: A Relationship with God 
 

(( 44 77 ++66 (( 77 . �. � 99 11 44 55 ** ++22  #�/Q#�/Q PPVJN[�5GTKGU�VJN[�5GTKGU�HHQT�9QT�9QQTUJKR�&GTUJKR�&GXGNQROGPXGNQROGPV�V���
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co-facilit ated by Ed Verba & Rev. Karla 
Topics & Focus – The first hour is focused on discipleship and 
the second hour is focused on leading others.  If interested in 
attending, please contact Ed Verba 
January – Sunday Words (see Rev. Karla for the reading) 
February – How does the Music Testify? 
March – Praying into Believing 
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facilit ated by Rev. Karla 

Topics & Focus – the first hour is a closed session focused on 
discipleship; and the remaining time is an open session to 
which any person may attend allocated to the matters of the 
church. 
January – special session Board retreat (Jan 8th & Jan 10th) 
February – Why Integrity Matters? – Part One  
March – Why Integrity Matters? – Part Two 
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facilit ated by Rev. Karla 
 

The Power of Forgiveness originally aired on PBS as  
documentary and includes feature stories on the Amish, the 
9/11 tragedy, and peace-building in Northern Ireland, along 
with interviews with renowned Buddhist teacher Thich Nhat 
Hanh, Nobel Peace Laureate Elie Wiesel, best-sell ing authors 
Thomas Moore and Marianne Willi amson, and others.  This 
series explores the role of forgiveness holds in various faith 
traditions and examines how the scientific community is now 
measuring the physical and mental benefits of letting go of grief 
and resentment. 
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Does God really condemn 
l o v i n g  ho m o s e x u a l 
relationships?  Is the chasm 
separating Christianity from 
gays and lesbians too wide to 
cross?  Is the Bible an excuse to 
hate?  These questions and 
more are answered i n 
t h i s a w a r d - w i n n i n g 
documentary, which brilli antly 
reconciles homosexuali ty and Biblical scripture – and reveals 
that religious anti-gay bias is based almost solely upon a 
misinterpretation of the Bible. 
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I f you have any questions about the church's mission 
and ministry or if there is a new ministry you hope the 
church would consider, please contact Rev. Kar la at 
610-358-1716. 
 
I f any of the ministr ies li sted below interests you, 
please contact the ministry leader to learn more about 
a par ticular ministry and find out how you can be a 
par t of making things happen at Imago Dei MCC!   
�
�

$OWDU�* XLOG�� �1 DQF\�: KLWWRQ�� ��� � � ��� �  

$VVLVWDQW�:R UVKLS�&RRUGLQDWRU�� � �
(G�9HUED�� ��� � � ��� � �

&RPPXQLFDWLRQV� 0 LQLVWU\ ³ 3OHDVH� FRQWDFW� 5HY�� . DUOD�
LI� LQWHUHVWHG�LQ�DQ\�RI� WKHVH�PLQLVWU\�DUHDV��&K XUFK�
OLWHUDWXUH�� :HEVLWH�� (PDLO�� 3UHVV� UHOHDVHV��
DGYHUWLVLQJ�� �
, PDJH³ 6KHOO\�2·/HDU\�� �� �� � ��� � ���� �

&RQJUHJDWLRQDO� &DUH� 0LQLVWU\�� � -RKQ� +RXWRQ�� � � �� �
��� � ������&KULVW LQH�. DQLFNL�� ����� � ��� � � � � � �

'RP HVWLF�$EXVH�3URMHFW�RI�0 HGLD�� � �
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)DFLOLWLHV�0D LQWHQDQFH�&RRUGLQDWRU�� � �
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+RVSLWDOLW\³ 9DFDQW�� �6 HH�5HY��. DUOD��

0 HPEHUVKLS�&ODVV�	�3ODFH�PLQLVWU\�� � �
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6XQGD\�' HYRWLRQV�� � &ROOHHQ�6WXSS\� � ���� � ��� � �
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(Continued from page 1) 

Through Focus on the Five 
Practices, everyone in our 
church will be invited to be 
a part of conversation and 
commit ment about the 
mission of the church.   

Pastor and leaders wil l find 
help for setting vision and 
goals, worship and sermon 
resources, and sharing our faith.   

There is a Leader Manual and 
Media program included to 
create engaging worship, 
pl anni ng and l earni ng 
opportunities.   

Team leaders use the planning 
workbooks for each of the five 
practices and invite others to 
join them in exploring specific 
practices and creating new 
ideas and initi atives for 
excellence in the congregation.   

Finall y, each household 
prepares together for worship 
and prayer by reading the daily 
devot i on,  Cu l t i vat i ng 
Fruitfulness: Five weeks of 
Prayer and Practice. [Stay 
posted for details on when and 
how to order your copy.] 

The five areas of focus  will be: 
¨ Radical Hospitali ty 
¨ Passionate Worship 
¨ I n t en t i onal  Fai t h 

Development 
¨ Risk-Taking M ission 

and Service 
¨ Extravagant Generosity 

We wil l use and adapt and add 
to the program as necessary for 
our church throughout 2009.   

This Five Practices of Fruitful 
Con gr eg at i on s i s  a 
comprehensive package that 
wil l give our church a great 
launch forward in 2009.  The 
program focuses upon those 
five areas that all church 
growth literature speaks to with 
regard to what makes a healthy,  
vibrant, growing church. 

 

We are a healthier church 
ready for vibrant growth! 

As pastor, outlined in the 
church by-laws and my 
contract, I oversee every 
program and ministry of this 
church, which means I do not 
run programs or ministries, 
but rather recruit, equip, 
encourage, coach, and assess 
our  p r ogr ams  and 
ministries—none of the work 
done in a vacuum—for we 
are a congregational church. 

MCC Churches understands 
the clarion call of Christ to 
equip the saints for ministry 
so that our community may 
claim and proclaim that we 
are a priesthood of all 
believers called forth to share 
The Message of God’s love. 

Through our worship, small 
groups, social events, 
community service projects, 
ministry teams, and every 
other matter of mission and 
ministry God calls us to serve 
in love by how we speak and 
how we serve, and our focus 
is to Build Up Community!  

The Five Practices of 
Fruitful Congregations will 
give everyone a clear voice in 
the discernment and direction 
of our church, while also 
giving a clear mandate to be 
active in sharing in the 
mission and ministry of 
Imago Dei MCC. 

I seek to walk beside you as 
we journey together; and I 
seek to lead you into living 
the vision God has for us.  
Are you willing to invest in 
your church?  Are you 
wil ling to share the journey?  
Wil ling to risk?  Are you 
wil ling to work together? 

The future hope God has for 
our church truly rests in the 
people of IDMCC.  May we, 
together, build up community 
in 2009! 
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   by Chuck B, Farside Ministry 

Times of stress are sometimes 
referred to as oppositions, and 
they are usually filled with 
misunderstanding. Depending 
upon the opposition, we may 
feel hurt, used, betrayed, or a 
mix of all the above, since we 
see the opposition that we are 
facing as a complete negative 
to our life. What would happen 

if we were to look at the 
opposition in a new light?  

When we see oppositions as 
negatives, they can keep us 
from attaining particular 
goals. They could also be 
keeping us from God. Instead 
of letting the oppositions 
consume us, we need to find 
a way to get through them. 

The start of that is through 

prayer and meditation. There 
is no thing or no one that can 
keep us from God, try as they 
may. If you wish to have God 
as a friend, God will always 
be there in your life. It's up to 
you to make that happen.  

Once you have established 
that there will be no 
opposition that can consume 
you, you'll find new ways to 
handle those situations. You 

wil l also become stronger and 
wiser for going through them. 

In such times we often forget 
that we need community as 
well, for God works through 
everyone to teach and help all 
of us. As we talk with God and 
with our friends in the 
community we wil l find that 
there is no opposition that 
cannot be overcome. 
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January 4th – Making Resolutions You Can Keep 
Ecclesiastes 3:1-13 
 
January 11th – A Baptismal Service: (re-) Dedicating Our 
L ives to Chr ist 2 Kings 5:1-17 
 
January 18th – Focus:  Week of Prayer for Chr istian Unity  
Service being prepared by Far Side Prayer Ministry 
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A call for submission of YOUR favorite scripture 

passages, sayings, quotes, prayers to be included in the next two 
sermon series: Tear ing Down Walls and Building Up Hope 
 
Please send in to Rev. Karla any materials that you would like 
to be considered in the liturgy, readings, and prayers of the 
community during worship from January 25th to March 29th.   
 
Any submission to be considered on any par ticular Sunday 
must be received four weeks in advance of consideration for 
use dur ing worship.   
 
For example:  if you have a favorite quote that you would like 
considered for use in worship on January 25th Rev. Karla must 
receive that submission no later than January 3rd. 
 
During the first sermon series various walls identified by the 
community will be addressed and reflected upon as we seek 
ways to tear down walls to build up hope. 

22 ## 55 55 ++11 00 ## 66 ' �' � 99 11 44 55 ** ++22��
55GGTTOO QQP�P �55GGTTKKGGU �U �HHQQT�T �VVJJ G �G �(( KKTTUUV �V �33 WWCCTTVVGGT�T �QQH �H �� � �� � � ��  

66GGCCTTKKPPI�I� &&QQYYP�P�99 CCNNNNU�U�

 664477 556�6�KKP�P�VVJJG�G�$$CCNNCCPPEEGG���� ��
 
January 25th –    Tiptoe Hospitali ty 
February 1st –     Rejecting Worship 
February 8th –    Undervaluing Faith Development 
February 15th –  Superficial Mission and Service 
February 22nd –  Taking from Generosity 
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March 1st –        Radical Hospitali ty 
March 8th –        Passionate Worship 
March 15th –       Intentional Faith Development 
March 22nd –      Risk-Taking Mission and Service 
March 29th –       Extravagant Generosity 

Some of the Walls to be Torn Down 
 
1. The walls of a commitment  
2. The walls of invisibility 
3. The walls of community 
4. The walls of not socializing 
5. The wall of the "I" syndrome 
6. The walls of secrecy 
7. The walls of lost relationships 
8. The walls of abusing the environment 
9. The walls of not inviting 
10. The walls of judgmentalism 
11. The walls of unhealthy communication 
12. The walls of shame 
13. The walls of greed 
14. The walls of difference 
15. The walls of fear of prayer  
16. The walls to reading the Bible 

? 
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Death is not something  
             I want to understand. 
Death is what I want to delay. 
             I want to play god, 
             I want to stop the disease, 
             I want to end the suffering. 
Death is not something 
             I want to understand. 
Death is what I want to die. 
 
GOD, at times I say aloud, 
             “Where are YOU!”  
God when all I have is my faith, 
In the face of suffering,  
             I say, “Where are you?” 
When I stop crying (or is it screaming), and 
             the heaving of my chest  
             is my only sign of life, 
I say, “Where are You, God?” 
 
Heart....broken, bereft of emotion....  
             with crazed anger fleeing, 
                          leaving in me a vacant hole.... 
I look for you. Find you.  
             Where You have always been. 
 
(Death is not something I want to understand) 
 
As I look into a dying man’s eyes,  
             I see you, God. 
As I touch the soul of a wounded woman,  
             I feel you, God. 
As I am moved in my heart by a quiet child,  
             I know you, God. 
 
YOU are where you have always been --  
             with the “ least” of Your flock. 
You are the Creator and part of Your creation. 
When shattered, I say, “Where are You, God?” 
Your answer comes to me as I gaze around, 
For in asking I can see that You are everywhere. 
And, I know death is something  
             I need not understand, 
For I know Life. 
 
By Karla Fleshman, September 5, 1995 
 
A friend asked me the other day, "How have you been 
able to work within the HIV Community for so long?" 
My answer: "My Faith". 
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I stepped onto the water of faith 
cleansed from within as I stood at the gate; 
Christ let me in long before I knew I was out 
and I stepped on the water without sinking in doubt. 
 
Stripped of their lies, I found the release 
of heaven on earth with this risen “king;”  
a Sovereign who rules as if a commoner 
for he was to me as that man on the street. 
 
No pompous fool who dressed in fine garb 
he was a simple man-God who sincerely proclaimed 
“Believe in I am and love just the same.”  
So I stepped on the water and washed free of doubt 
found a God I could love preaching by the gate. 
 
This One who came and went is still here 
with each one called homeless, stained or queer. 
This One who is love calls us to the same 
yet the moment remains wil l we step out in God’s name. 
 
I stepped out on faith washed in God’s Spirit 
freed from disbelief knowing the truth 
that the pulpit eluded; I stepped Out into a new world 
where Christ is the Center and Love is the Core. 
 
I stepped out on faith and I’ ll help you do the same 
for Christ is profoundly present in the moments between 
each loving creation seeking divine revelation 
who believe in I am and love just the same. 
 
By Karla Fleshman 1/1/97 
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PREFERRED 

 
Buyer Agent 
Seller Agent 

   

Helping  
Real People  

with Real Estate 
 

 Mike Smith  
Realtor/Notary 
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Rev. Karla will be in the office and available for scheduled 
appointments on Mondays, Tuesdays, and Thursdays.  

 
Please call 610-358-1716 to schedule an 

appointment. 
 

Days Off : Friday & Saturday 
 

Sermon Preparation Day: Wednesday 
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Geriatric Care Management Specialists 

Long Term Care Planning and Assessment 
Monitor Client Care 

24-Hour On-Call Service 
Contact SCP at 610.565.5588 or 
Sbrown@seniorcareofpa.com 
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A local organization where our community 
comes together to socialize.   

 

Covered dish gatherings are held monthly. 
 

Annual dues - $10.00 (single) or $15.00 (couple) 
 

For membership information contact  
Jim at (610) 431-0269, JEY1114@aol.com 

 

 I M A G E   
D E A D L I N E !  

 

DEADLINE  
FOR THE  
JANUARY 

IMAGE:  
 

10 PM TUESDAY, DEC 30th 
 

Please address all submissions to Shelly at 
shellenaid@comcast.net 

EVERYTHING  
you recycle today  
is a gift t o future 

generations. 
 

Recycling is mandatory 
in Edgmont Township, 

so p lease take a 
second o r two to make 

sure you direct your 
used beverage 

containers into on e of 
our recycling b ins.  

 
  

THANKS FOR 
RECYCLING THIS 

NEWSLETTER 
 

(At the 
Usher 

Station)
�� ��

00 11 66'' 5�(5�( 4411 /�/�
66** '�'� $$11 ## 44&&��

Your Board of Directors last 
met on November 13th, joined 
by candidates Jennifer Huber 
and  Alex Morgan.  

Minutes  of the November 
meeting are  available in the 
Large Conference Room.  
Contact Colleen Stuppy for 
more information. 

The existing Board wil l 
welcome our two new 
members in  a team-building 
exercise on December 16th.  

The next meeting will be held 
on Monday , January 12, at 
6:15 PM.  All are welcome to 
attend. 
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Spruce up your church when you recycle your 
printer cartridges or cell phones! 
 
Just drop your used printer cartridges, old cell phones and 
PDAs in the box in the rear of the sanctuary. We will send them 
in for recycling and cash. 
 
All money raised through this ministry will be designated to the 
IDMCC Building Fund, to ensure a clean, safe and secure 
worship environment. For more information, contact Val 
Benner at 610-272-4889 / vbenr59@aol.com 
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Rev. Karla Fleshman, Pastor 
Phone: (610) 358-1716 
Email: RevKarla@ImagoDeiMCC.org 
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Imago Dei Metropoli tan Community Church offers spiritual growth  
and Christ-centered worship to the Rainbow Community preparing people to  
share their God-given time, talent, and treasures with our church and world.  

Location: 
1223 Middletown Rd 
Glen Mil ls, PA 19342 
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The next Imago Dei Board of Directors 
Meeting will be held at 6:15 PM Monday, 
January 12 at the church. All are welcome to 
attend! For more information, see Rev. Karla 
or any Board member.  
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Tithes                             $ 5,662.17   

In-Kind don ations        $ 120.87 
Building Fund                 $ 39.35 

Attendance                    111 / 4 services = 28 Avg./week 

Five months tithes owed to MCC = $4,270.73 
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A few months ago, when the economy took a downward spiral 
and folks were expressing their worries over money and feeling 
guilt for not putting as much or anything in the offering plate, a 
call went out to pray. 
 
If the only piece of paper you are able to place in the plate is a 
prayer to God, then perhaps that is the most important piece of 
paper to place in the offering plate. 
 
In fact, all persons are encouraged to place a written prayer in 
the offering plate. Paper and pen are available in the sign-in 
folders in each row. The prayers are to God; and both the Far 
Side Prayer Ministry & the Pastor will hold the prayers in 
confidence while joining with the person(s) in prayer. 
 
The church that prays together stays together ~ don’ t let the 
economy drive you away from this church! 
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Bulletproof Faith: A Spiritual Survival Guide 
for Gay and Lesbian Christians 
by Candace Chellew-Hodge  
 

This thoughtful, practical guide shows readers a 
way through the minefield of condemnation and persecution 
faced by gay, lesbian, bisexual, and transgender Christians and 
helps foster a faith that is bulletproof—impervious to attacks, 
yet loving and savvy in its approach.  
 

For more information about this book or to order a copy from 
Amazon.com, go to http://www.imagodeimcc.org/books/
coming_out/ on the Imago Dei MCC website.  You'll be sent to 
Amazon.com, where you can complete the transaction.  
Amazon takes the order, and is responsible for billi ng and 
shipping.  Imago Dei MCC receives a small commission on 
each sale to maintain a safe and clean worship environment. 

 


