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O Little Town of Bethlehem: 
Did you think it would ever 
come to this? 

Driving into Bethlehem one 
sees a great big wall that 
d i v i d e s  P a l e s t i n i a n 
Bethlehem from Israeli 
Jerusalem. These two sacred 
Christian cities are divided 
by a wall that represents 
fear and violence, dividing 
families and people of faith. 
“A right peace is what we 
need,” said Bedar, our 
guide, as we headed from 
Shepherd’s Field, where it is 
believed the angel appeared 
to the Bedouin shepherds.  

the influx of Christians from 
around the world heading to 
the holy sites, tourist 
attractions, and sacred 
pilgrimage locations. 

As we ducked our heads to 
enter through the Door of 
Humility into the ancient 
sanctuary of the Church of the 
Nativity we could see many 
thousands of pilgrims waiting 
in what would be a two-hour 
line to descend to the Grotto 
of the Nativity. The two-hour 
wait involved watching folks 
from all over the world take 
pictures, talk amongst 

(See BETHLEHEM on page 8) 

" Don ' t  b e  so  hum bl e ;  y ou  ar e  no t  tha t  g r ea t ."  -  Go lda  M e i r 
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A right peace is one that 
w o u l d  i n c l u d e  t h e 
recognition of Arab Israelis' 
right to have land and 
sovereignty…most Arab 
Israelis are Muslim, but not 
a l l .  T h e  C h r i s t i a n 
community of Israeli Arabs 
k n o w s  p r o f o u n d 
discrimination in their daily 
lives. Often families are 
divided by that wall; and 
some have died trying to get 
to the hospital, unable to 
make it through the five 
c h e c k p o i n t s  o u t  o f 
Bethlehem to Jerusalem. 
There is economic hardship 
that is mildly softened by 
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Help bring some Holiday cheer to the residents 
of the Delaware County Juvenile Detention 
Center.  There are three ways to participate: 
  
1. Bring your favorite home-baked Christmas 

cookies to the church on Sunday, 
December 20th. 

2. Join us at the church on Sunday December 20th to decorate 
old-fashioned ‘paint brush” cookies, or bring your own 
favorite cookies for others to decorate. 

3. Join us at the church at 1:00 PM on Sunday 12/20 for lunch 
followed by a showing of “24 Nights.” Cookies will be 
delivered to the Delaware County Juvenile Detention 
Center on Tuesday, December 22, 2009. 
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Place new or gently used books in the drop-off 
box located in the church foyer.  Subject matter  
should be appropriate for those between 10 – 
18 years of age. 
  
Playing cards are another option popular with 
the residents. 

  
For more information, contact  
Jim at jamesday1@verizon.net 
or go to www.co.delaware.pa.
us/courts/juveniledetention.
html 
 
 

…'Master, what are you talking 
about? When did we ever see you 
hungry and feed you, thirsty and 
give you a drink?  And when did 
we ever see you sick or in prison 
and come to you?'  Then the King 
will say, 'I'm telling the solemn 
truth: Whenever you did one of 
these things to someone 
overlooked or ignored, that was 
me - you did it to me.' 

 - Matthew 25:37-40 



or being hungry and 
homeless. The value of the 
lost coin decreases relative 
to the wealth of the 
individual.  
 
As one 's  d isposable 
income decreases, one's 
desire and need to make 
prudent spending choices 
increases. However, many 

North Americans 
have fallen into 
the cultural pull 
of satisfying our 
p e r c e i v e d 
"needs."  We are 
swept up in the 
e n t i c i n g 
i d e o l o g y  o f 

living for today. The more 
one becomes entangled in 
self-indulgence, the less 
one can maintain the 
biblical principles of 
saving and giving. Money 
ends  up cont ro l l ing 
people's daily lives. Jesus 
reminds us that generous 
giving frees us from this 
bondage and opens the 
possibility for other God-
honoring principles to 
direct our daily lives. 
When spare change is 
dropped in the offering 
plate, spiritual poverty 

'. . .Or what woman having 
ten silver coins,  if she 
loses one of them, does not 
light a lamp, sweep the 
house, and search carefully 
until she finds it?  When 
she has found it, she calls 
together her friends and 
n e i g h b o r s ,  s a y i n g , 
"Rejoice with me, for I 
have found the coin that I 
had lost.'  Just so, I tell 
you, there is joy in the 
presence of the angels of 
God over one sinner who 
repents."' 

 - Luke 15:8-10  
 
What happens to spare 
change? Many people have 
developed interesting ways 
of collecting or using their 
spare change. Some families 
collect it in a jar for a 
designated family activity, 
such as a vacation. Parents 
often give these coins to 
their children for safe 
keeping in a piggy bank. 
Still others keep it in the 
change holder of their car 
for road tolls or quick stops 
at a drive-thru.  
 
The value and use of spare 
c h a n g e  i s  r e l a t i v e , 
depending on one's income 
level. For instance, one 
might consider generous 
giving to the mission and 
ministry of the church with 
spare change. For some 
people, a few dollars of 
spare change may represent 
a  g e n e ro u s  o f f e r i n g . 
However, these coins also 
represent the leftover 
money -- truly spare change.  
 
By definition, spare change 
is money not required to 
cover the expense of daily 
existence. Some people 

won't even carry spare 
change. They want to 
avoid the jingle of the 
coins, the perceived hassle 
of finding the coins, or 
even the actual weight of 
the coins in their pocket or 
wallet. Spare change to 
one person may be the 
equivalent to a daily wage 
for another person. Money 
is relative to 
one's point of 
view or socio-
e c o n o m i c 
position in our 
g l o b a l 
community.  
 
Luke 15:8-10 
records the Parable of the 
Lost Coin. Jesus' message 
to his disciples is not 
focused on spare change, 
but rather on a perspective 
o f  a b u n d a n c e  a n d 
generosity. Jesus compares 
finding a lost coin to 
finding treasure in heaven. 
He provides lessons in 
economics and wealth 
management.  
 
The woman in the parable 
lost the equivalent of one 
day's worth of wages -- 
well beyond the spare 
change in her life. Today, 
a daily minimum wage 
employee would earn 
approximately $60.00. 
This daily wage might 
seem like spare change to 
a millionaire. Frankly, 
many people who are far 
from being millionaires 
live a lifestyle where 
spending $60.00 here or 
there is treated like spare 
change. Yet for others, this 
daily wage may be the 
d i f f e r e n c e  b e t w e e n 
providing food and shelter 
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If you're new to Imago Dei MCC, you might not 
be aware of the restricted parking spaces 
(marked with painted crosses) near the entrance 
to the church. 
 
As part of our rental agreement with Gradyville 
United Methodist Church, these spaces are 
reserved for the Methodist congregation, who are generally part 
of an older demographic group than Imago Dei MCC. 
 
So please remember in the future to save these prime parking 
spaces for our gracious host congregation. 

s u p e r s e d e s  e c o n o m i c 
poverty.  
Jesus offers hope for the 
spiritually impoverished. 
God offe rs everyone , 
regardless of their economic 
standing, the gifts of 
f r e e d o m ,  h o p e ,  a n d 
deliverance. Like the woman 
in this parable, we are called 
to treasure the gift of God's 
grace so freely given to all. 
Generous giving is one 
example of living a lifestyle 
grounded in God-honoring 
principles. What do our 
habits with spare change 
suggest about our values, 
priorities, and commitment 
to God?  
    
Written by David S. Bell. 
Used with permission. 
 
To see some of the 
initiatives your contributions 
support worldwide, visit 
http://www.mccchurch.org 
and click on  “Programs and 
Initiatives.” 
 
For additional financial and 
stewardship resources, visit 
the Stewardship site on the 
web at http://www.
imagodeimcc.org/ministries/
stewardship_ministry/�
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If you enjoy working with MS Word and/or MS Publisher, 
please prayerfully consider joining our team in producing our 
weekly Worship Bulletin.  
 

It just takes a few hours of your time once a month - you can 
serve God without even getting out of your pajamas!!!! For 
info, please contact Lisa Thome at (610) 789-1051. 

5577 2211 4 6 �4 6 � 11 77 4 �4 � ## .... ++ '' 55����
��
��
��
��

 
Subscribe to the YES! Coalition's News Email list: Visit 
http://www.yescoalitionphilly.org/news/ or send an email to 
news-subscribe@yescoalitionphilly.org. 
 
The Yes! Coalition is a diverse group of people who work 
together to say "Yes!" to celebrating faith, and  "Yes!" to 
affirming sexuality and gender expression. 
 
The Yes!Coalition serves the Greater Philadelphia area and is 
entirely volunteer-run. Check it out at yescoalationphilly.org ! 

�%#5*�(14�64#5*�  
 
Help us realize the dream of having our own 
worship space someday by bringing in your 
used printer cartridges, cell phones and 
PDAs, and dropping them in the box at the 
rear of the sanctuary for recycling.  
 
Your "trash" is recycled for cash, and all money raised through 
this part of Imago Dei's environmental stewardship ministry 
will be designated to the IDMCC Building Fund! For more 
information, contact Val Benner at 610-272-4889 / 
vbenr59@aol.com. 

**''..2�2�66**'�'�00''''&&;�;���
11(�(�&&''..##99##44'�'�%%11770066;;��

�

�

00QQXGXGOODDGGT�T���UUV�V�LL��&&GGEEGGOODDGGT�T�����VVJJ��
 
The Community Action Agency of Delaware County, Inc., 
(CAADC) is the primary provider of emergency housing 
to homeless families and individuals in Delaware County.  
CAADC is a private non-profit corporation that relies on 
the generous support of individuals, corporations, 
foundations, churches and civic associations in order to 
serve those in need in Delaware County.   
 
In this season of giving, Imago Dei MCC will collect 
personal care items for distribution to the residents of two 
emergency shelters serving homeless families and 
individuals.  Items needed by these two CAADC shelters 
include: 
 

Toothpaste                           Toothbrushes 
Bath Soap                             Deodorant 
Sanitary napkins                  “Pampers” 
Baby Wipes                           Shampoo 
Canned goods and non-perishable foods 

 
Please place your contributions in the boxes located at the 
front of the Sanctuary.  For more information about CAADC, 
visit their website at http://www.caadc.org. or contact Jim 
Day.  
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Recognizing the need for a place of 
refuge for LGBTQI teens who have 
limited or no resources in Philadelphia, 
T he  P h i l ad e lp h ia  Co m m u n i t y 
Fellowship and the United Church of 
Christ’s Hope Outreach Ministries have 
created Dionne’s Place, a refuge for 
LGBTQI at-risk and homeless youth.  
 

Dionne’s Place will offer refuge to the gender and sexual minority 
population ages 13-19 in the form of safe, comfortable bedding, 
food, counseling and referral services, and recreational activities 
between the hours of 6:00 pm – 6:00 am.  
 
Dionne’s Place is requesting your assistance and is in 
urgent need of shift volunteers, cots, linens, television and 
radio equipment, financial support and of course, prayer.  
 
For more information, to refer a teen in need, to make a 
donation or to volunteer please contact Rev. Brooks at 267-
338-8024. 
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If you have any questions about the church's mission 
and ministry or if there is a new ministry you hope the 
church would consider, please contact Rev. Karla at 
610-358-1716. 
 
If any of the ministries listed below interests you, 
please contact the ministry leader to learn more about 
a particular ministry and find out how you can be a 
part of making things happen at Imago Dei MCC!   
�
�
$OWDU�*XLOG���1DQF\�:KLWWRQ����������� 
$VVLVWDQW�:RUVKLS�&RRUGLQDWRU����
(G�9HUED������������
&RPPXQLFDWLRQV�0LQLVWU\³3OHDVH�FRQWDFW�5HY��.DUOD�LI�
LQWHUHVWHG� LQ� DQ\� RI� WKHVH� PLQLVWU\� DUHDV�� &KXUFK�
OLWHUDWXUH��:HEVLWH��(PDLO��3UHVV�UHOHDVHV��DGYHUWLVLQJ����
,PDJH³6KHOO\�2·/HDU\����������������
&RQJUHJDWLRQDO�&DUH�0LQLVWU\����
5HY��.DUOD����&���������������
(YHQWV�0LQLVWU\���7XFNHU�+DJHU������������
)DFLOLWLHV�0DLQWHQDQFH�&RRUGLQDWRU����
-LP�-RFKLPV��������������� 
)DU�6LGH�3UD\HU�0LQLVWU\��&KXFN�%LFNHUW������������
)LQDQFLDO� $GPLQLVWUDWLRQ� 7HDP� �� 6KHOO\� 2
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0HPEHUVKLS�&ODVV�	�3ODFH�PLQLVWU\����
'LDQH�3LHUFH����������������
9HVSHUV�  �VW�	��UG�:HGQHVGD\���5HY��.DUOD 
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6XQGD\�'HYRWLRQV���&ROOHHQ�6WXSS\������������
:HOFRPLQJ�0LQLVWU\���$OH[�0RUJDQ����������������
,I�\RX�ZDQW�WR�JHW�LQYROYHG��SOHDVH�JLYH�WKHP�D�FDOO�RU�
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Make a joyful noise unto the Lord, all the earth!  
- Psalm 66:1 

 
There are as many ways to connect to the Divine as there are 
souls on earth. One means common to many is through music, 
or simply through the rhythms that accompany the beat of our 
hearts and provide the foundations of all music.  
 
Imago Dei MCC is happy to announce the resurrection of a 
Drum Circle to nurture this age-old means of communing with 
our Creator.   
 
Our first Drum Circle 
in 2009 will take place 
o n  W e d n e s d a y , 
N o v e m b e r  1 1 t h 
beginning at 7 PM.   
 
If you would like to learn 
more, please contact the 

church at (610) 358-1716 
or speak to Maria Vitello.�  
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Sunday – 9:30 to 3:30 
Monday – 12:30 to 9:30* 
Tuesday – OFF 
Wednesday – 12:30 to 9:30* 
Thursday – 9:30 to 3:30 (sermon prep day) 
Friday – OFF 
Saturday – OFF 

 

* To schedule an appointment, please call 610 358-1716. Karla 
facilitates Small Group programming at the church Monday 
and Wednesday evenings. Please visit the church website or 
read the Image for up-to-date programming content and 
schedules. 
 

(Due to ongoing budget restraints,  
Rev. Karla is currently employed at ¾ time with our church.) 
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And thank you, Rabbi 
David, who was our cantor 
from Congregation Ohev 
S h a l o m  l o c a t e d  i n 
Wallingford, PA.  

I am thankful for Dan and 
Prysm Youth lending their 
talents and themselves to 
honoring the names of our 
fallen. I am grateful to 
Yvonne for her artistry in 
creating our sacred space 
and her marketing skills in 
getting the word out about 
our event. Both Dan and 
Yvonne are members of 
Drexe l  H i l l  Bap t i s t 
Church.  

I am thankful for Bonnie, 
Kate, Chris, and the rest of 
the UUCDC Interweave 
crew who each played 
integral parts in bringing the 
event together. Kate, you 
worked diligently and 
faithfully to ensure all 
names of our fallen were 
included and remembered ~ 
thank you! I am thankful for 
the various members of 
Imago Dei MCC who 
shared in reading the names 
and offering “informal” 
security. 

By Rev. Karla -  
 
This Thanksgiving will be a 
very memorable one for me. 
It is a day on which I will 
pause, for more than a few 
moments, to give thanks to all 
the people who played a part 
in making Transgender Day: 
Beyond Remembrance in 
Media, PA on 11.21.09 an 
historic success. 

There were eighty persons 
who gathered on a cool 
November night to remember 
those who had been murdered 
in the last year simply 
because of ignorance and hate 
surrounding the fluidity of 
gender identity and the 
integrity with which some 
persons choose to live. I am 
grateful for our Trans-
identified speakers ~ Allison, 
from NJ, and Daniel, from 
DE. They came to share their 
stories and offer hope. I am 
grateful for the leadership of 
members from both Drexel 
Hill Baptist Church and the 
Unitarian Universalist Church 
i n  D e l a wa r e  C o u n t y 
(UUCDC), who went to the 
city council of Media 
requesting our permit be 
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reinstated only a week 
before the event was to take 
place. I am not sure of the 
entire story behind what 
prompted the permit to be 
temporar i ly removed; 
however, I am grateful to 
the city council for voting 
on the side of justice and 
equality so our multi-faith 
service could go on as 
planned. 

I am thankful for Rev. Peter, 
pastor of the UUCDC, for 
bringing in a Presbyterian 
Church (USA) colleague, 
Rev Jeff, to be a part of the 
worship planning and for 
participating in the event 
itself. In addition, Rev. 
Peter wrote a wonderful 
press release that was 
published in the Delco 
County Times one day 
before our event. I am 
thankful for Jean & Terri ~ 
musicians from UUCDC 
and Imago Dei MCC who 
helped lead those present in 
song. In addition, thank you, 
Jean, for recruiting the 
Klezmer band of Beth Israel 
so that they could share 
their gift of music and song 
with all who were gathered. 

I have undoubtedly forgotten 
someone for whom to 
express thankfulness; and 
for the oversight I offer 
advanced apology. There are 
so many persons to thank 
because so many played a 
key hand in making history. 
In the streets, where so 
many of us have known 
terror when we should only 
experience safety, eighty 
p e o p l e  g a t h e r e d  t o 
remember and to say no 
more. As people of varied 
faith and philosophy, we 
remembered those no longer 
with us, honored those who 
inspire us by living with 
integrity, and stood for 
justice & equality for 
persons of every gender 
i d e n t i t y  a n d  s e x u a l 
orientation. 

We made history in Media, 
PA; and for that may we all 
be thankful! May we also 
reflect upon how we shall 
continue this good work into 
2010 because, as a YES! 
Coalition Delco Member said, 
“we need each other.” We do 
need each other; and I am 
thankful that we have each 
other. 
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If you are unable to attend Sunday 
Worship and Celebration Services due to 
illness or incapacity, please call the church 
(610) 358-1716 and leave a voice mail 
message for the Care Ministry. A member 
of the ministry will contact you to arrange 
making an appointment with you to bring 
Holy Communion at a time convenient to 
all parties. 
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If you have a prayer request during the week you may 
send your request to farsideprayer@aol.com. All prayer 
requests will be sent to the prayerful people on our 

prayer chain. If you have any questions please contact Chuck 
Bickert at the above email address. 
 

If you would like to be a part of the prayer chain, please 
send an email to Chuck Bickert at farsideprayer@aol.com.  
 

Farside also offers a resource called Tools for Meditation. Just 
go to www.imagodeimcc.org and in the Farside Prayer Ministry 
page and click on the link at the bottom to download.  
 

Sacred Space is a new online resource to enable you to pray from 
home, work, or anywhere there is a computer. Just go to www.
imagodeimcc.org and at the bottom of the Farside Prayer Ministry 
page is a link that will take you to this wonderful resource.  
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Imago Dei MCC now offers an evening worship service known 
as Vespers, an intimate service that involves music, spiritual 
readings, contemplative prayer, and meditation. 
 
Vespers will involve much of what we are accustomed to on 
any given Sunday with music, liturgy, scripture, and prayers, 
except that there will be no sermon.  
 

First and third Wednesdays  
beginning at 7 PM  and lasting for fifty (50) minutes. 
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/ ectio Divina simply means divine reading, spiritual 
reading, or holy reading, and represents an ancient 
Christian practice of prayer and scriptural reading 
intended to engender communion with the Triune 

God, while also increasing one’s knowledge of God's Word.  
 
It is a way of praying with Scripture that calls one to study, 
ponder, listen, and, in the case of Imago Dei MCC, discuss 
together before closing out our evening in prayer. 
 

First and third Wednesdays  
beginning at 8 PM and lasting for fifty (50) minutes. 
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Sunday, December 6th –  
Prepare Ye the Way for Peace 
Malachi 3:1-12 & Luke 3:1-6 
   
Friday, December 11th –  A Special Friday 
Night Concert with Three-Twelve 
(See page 10 for details) 
   
Sunday, December 13th – Prepare Ye the Way for Joy 
Zephaniah 3:14-20 & Luke 3:15-18 
   
Sunday, December 20th – Prepare Ye the Way for Love 
Micah 5:1-5 & Luke 1:39-56 
   
Sunday, December 24th – Prepare Ye the Way for our 
Lord! 
Isaiah 9:2-7 & Luke 2:1-7 
   
Sunday, December 27th – Do Not Be Afraid 
Isaiah 52:7-12 & Luke 2:8-20 
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Help our extended church family in times 
of crisis and hardship when you shop 
online! 
 
Shop online at Amazon.com and support 
the IDMCC Benevolence Fund with 2% to 
10% of your purchase donated to provide 
housing, food, transportation, medication, 
etc., on an urgent temporary basis. 
 
Bookmark http://www.imagodeimcc.org/contribute/
when_you_shop/ in your internet browser and use the search 
box to select from thousands of products. 
 
You'll be sent to Amazon.com, where you can complete the 
transaction.  Amazon takes the order, and handles the billing 
and shipping. 

 

 



magnifying the human 
suffering and death wrought 
by HIV and AIDS. Thanks to 
Joshua Love and our MCC 
staff for your perseverance in 
producing this unique, 
moving resource for all of us.  
 
Grace and Peace, 
Rev. Nancy Wilson 
 

Search Keyword:  
"Uncommon Hope"  
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Dear MCC Friends: 
 
As we observe World AIDS 
Day this year, we are aware 
that there are many reasons for 
hope: 
� Progress is being made for 

a vaccine 
� The travel ban to the US 

for those with HIV/AIDS 
is being lifted 

� In the US, Ryan White 
funding is being renewed, 
although just barely! 

� Through the generosity of 
the Elton John Foundation, 
MCC was able to offer the 
seminar, Deconstructing 
Meth, to many churches 
and communities in North 
America this year. 

All over the globe, people like 
you, and churches and 
organizations like MCC 
continue to be on the front 
lines, caring, advocating, 
educating, raising awareness, 
raising our voices, praying, 
never forgetting.  
We also know that for every 
victory there are countless 
injustices and losses that we 
must overcome and grieve in 
order to bring about lasting 
change in the lives of all who 
are infected and affected by 
HIV and AIDS. 
In Uganda, a law is being 
introduced that would make it a 
crime for an LGBT person with 
HIV to have sex. Even public 
a d v o c a c y  w o u l d  b e 
criminalized. We must stand up 
for our brothers and sisters in 
Uganda to demand their safety 
and equality. 
In Zimbabwe, the Mother of 
Peace orphanage mourns, along 
with all of us, the death of Dr. 
Bob Scott, an American doctor 
who worked with the Flunder 
Foundation in San Francisco, 
who staffed the clinic at the 
orphanage. Dr. Scott’s loss 

 - By Rev. Karla  
 
The importance of the 
Advent season remains to 
focus on the coming of 
Jesus Christ, Our Savior. 
(Advent comes from the 
Latin adventus, meaning 
'coming.') The ancient 
catechism of the early 
church stresses the two-fold 
meaning of this 'coming…
when the Church celebrates 
the liturgy of Advent each 
year, the church makes 
present  this  anc ient 
expectancy of the Messiah, 
for by sharing in the long 
preparation for the Savior's 
first coming, the faithful 
renew their ardent desire for 
Christ’s return. 
 
Therefore, on one hand, the 
faithful reflect back and are 
encouraged to celebrate the 
anniversary of the Lord's 
first coming into this world. 
We ponder again the great 
mystery of the incarnation 
when our Lord humbled 
Himself, taking on our 
humanity, and entered our 
time and space to lead us 
toward love.  
 
A good, virtuous way to 
help us in our Advent 
preparation has been the use 
of the Advent wreath. (The 

use of the Advent wreath is 
borrowed from the German 
Lutherans in the early 1500s.) 
The wreath is a circle, which 
has no beginning or end: So 
we call to mind how our lives, 
here and now, participate in 
the eternity of God's plan of 
salvation and how we shall 
share eternal life in the 
Kingdom of Heaven. The 
wreath is made of fresh plant 
material, because Christ came 
to give us new life through 
His passion, death, and 
resurrection. Three candles 
are purple, symbolizing 
penance, preparation, and 
sacrifice; the pink candle 
symbolizes the same but 
highlights the third Sunday of 
Advent, Gaudete Sunday, 
when we rejoice because our 
preparation is half-way 
finished. 
 
The light represents Christ, 
who entered this world to 
scatter the darkness of evil 
and show us the way of 
r i g h t e o u s n e s s .  T h e 
progression of lighting 
candles shows our increasing 
readiness to meet our Lord. 
Each household ought to have 
an Advent wreath, light it at 
dinner time, and say a prayer. 
This tradition will help each 
household keep its focus on 
the true  meaning of 
Christmas. In all, during 
Advent we strive to fulfill the 
opening prayer for the 
beginning of the First Sunday 
of Advent: 
God in Heaven, ... increase 
our longing for Christ our 
Savior and give us the 
strength to grow in love, that 
the dawn of Christ’s coming 
may find us rejoicing in 
Christ’s  presence and 
welcoming the light of 
Christ’s truth.'  
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leaves an incredible need to 
keep our commitments to 
serve the children and adults 
of Mother of Peace. 
The rate of HIV/AIDS 
infection in Washington, DC 
is at an all time high. We can 
make a real difference by 
bringing healing and justice 
to our nation’s capital and all 
the many, many places where 
people are left without 
medical support services, 
where stigma and shame keep 
people from testing, and 
where undiagnosed infection 
is permanently changing the 
course of people's lives.  
We must be vigilant and 
committed, for as long as it 
takes, to do whatever it takes 
to overcome. 
Here are some things you and 
your church community can 
do to make a difference: 
1. Observe World AIDS 
Day – in your Sunday 
services, with a community 
group, with a prayer vigil. 
And remember those affected 
and infected with HIV/AIDS 
in your prayers, sermons, 
liturgies - not just on 
December 1st, but all year 
long. 
2. Take one step this coming 
year to be more present for 
and welcoming of those with 
H I V / A I D S  i n  y o u r 
community. 
3. Create a partnership with 
one organization or agency in 
your community that serves 
those with HIV/AIDS, their 
families and friends. 
We are proud and thrilled to 
make a special announcement 
this World AIDS Day of the 
publication of Uncommon 
Hope, a dynamic, small-
group curriculum designed to 
support people of faith in 
answering God’s call to end 
the silence and inaction 

7700%%11////110�0�**1122''��



3DJH���0RQWKO\��8SGDWH��
RI��,PDJR�'HL�0&&�

dying for us, and ultimately being raised 
up to show the way of love. All facets of 
humanity were coalescing and co-
existing in that little and most ancient 
church located in Bethlehem. 

When I finally made it down the steps to 
the Grotto I had folks yelling at my group 
to move on, and one chap gave me a 
good push out of the way.  

Etched in my heart is the memory of 
touching the star on the floor, which 
marks the believed location of Christ’s 
birth. Is it the actual location? Doubtful. 
Was I shoved? Yes. Did I laugh? 
Absolutely!  

For many that day in that sacred place 
showed forth the very reasons Christ 
came humbly as a baby to show us the 
way. It is so easy to fixate upon our 
missing the mark, but I left with heart full 
of sadness and hope intertwined. 

One of the many spirit-filled moments of 
this pilgrimage was seeing sunlight 
penetrate the dark, ancient recesses of the 
church to illuminate one of the many 
ornate crosses adorning the altar. A man 
dropped to his knees and lowered his 
head to the ground to pray to his God.  

$$''66**..''**''//�
(Continued from p. 1) 

themselves, and get yelled at by 
extremely grumpy orthodox priests 
who collected money from pilgrims 
wishing to light candles. Part of the 
two-hour wait involved tour guides 
bribing police and priests for their 
groups to jump the line and get private 
time in the Grotto of the Nativity, 
which is a rectangular cavern below the 
church and the believed location of 
Jesus' birth. 

I am not sure this is what God had in 
mind when sending Jesus to take on 
human form, to know our hopes and 
heartaches while teaching us, leading us, 

As the focal point of this image, the cross 
is vibrant from sunshine streaming into 
the sanctuary while the man is slightly 
blurred while bowing to pray, with his 
one hand touching the reflection of light 
spilling along the floor. The total blur on 
the right side of the image is a priest 
quickly stepping to reprimand a man who 
accidentally was showing the bottom of 
his shoe. 

I look into this image I happened to snap 
and see the reason for Bethlehem all over 
again. There is much broken in our 
world; and much of that brokenness 
originates with the weaknesses of 
humanity. However, God gives us light; 
and if we but seek to humble ourselves to 
the True Light, we shall know peace on 
earth. 

Clockwise from left:  
 

Light in the darkness 
Grotto of the Nativity 

The Wall 
Moneychangers? 
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PREFERRED 

 
Buyer Agent 
Seller Agent 

   

Helping  
Real People  

with Real Estate 
 

 Mike Smith  
Realtor/Notary 
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The next Imago Dei Board of Directors 
Meeting will be held at 6:15 on Dec. 14th. 
All are welcome to attend! For more 
information, see any Board member (see 
box on page one).  
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Tithes & Offerings                                  $  5,138.41 

Building Fund                                         $       50.00  
In-Kind Donations                                  $     146.81   
Oct. tithes paid to UFMCC @ 10%        $     518.70 

Five months tithes owed to UFMCC    $  4,270.73 
 

Attendance                    124 / 4 services = 31 Average 

First-time guests           6 
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A local organization where our community 
comes together to socialize.   

 

Covered dish gatherings are held monthly. 
 

Annual dues - $10.00 (single) or $15.00 (couple) 
 

For membership information contact  
Jim at (610) 431-0269, JEY1114@aol.com 

 

DEADLINE  
FOR THE  
JANUARY 

IMAGE:  
10 PM TUES, 

DEC. 29th 
 

Please address all 
submissions to Shelly 

at shellenaid@ 
comcast.net 
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Geriatric Care Management Specialists 

Long Term Care Planning and Assessment 
Monitor Client Care 

24-Hour On-Call Service 
Contact SCP at 610.565.5588 or 

Sbrown@seniorcareofpa.com 
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The Hospitality Ministry 
needs someone special who is 
willing to share their time 
and talents once a month to 
ensure that we always have 
something tasty to eat and 
drink to share with our 
guests. All food and 

beverages are provided; you need only to serve it and clean up 
afterwards. If interested, please contact Jim Day.   
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Do you remember the warm welcome you received the first 
time you came through our doors? Would you like an 
opportunity to share some of that warmth with others and help 
with Sunday worship too?  
 
Please prayerfully consider joining 
the Usher/greeter team, to ensure 
that all of our visitors get a warm 
"welcome home!" For more info, 
contact Jim Jochims at 610-999-
9774 / jamesbjochims@rcn.com.

�
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Rev. Karla Fleshman, Pastor 
Phone: (610) 358-1716 
Email: RevKarla@ImagoDeiMCC.org 
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Imago Dei Metropolitan Community Church offers spiritual growth  
and Christ-centered worship to the Rainbow Community preparing people to  
share their God-given time, talent, and treasures with our church and world.  

Location: 
1223 Middletown Rd 
Glen Mills, PA 19342 
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Plough Publishing House 
 
Most books of readings arranged like these are full of platitudes 
and clichés. Not this one. These readings were very carefully 
selected from very thoughtful writers. They stir one to reflect 
on the true spiritual meaning of Advent and Christmas - what it 
means to live in Advent time, in a troubled world in 
anticipation of the light of God's presence, which both comforts 
us and shakes us to our core. This book recaptures the spiritual 
meaning of the season that often gets lost in all the celebration 
and commercialization. It offers both solace and challenge - a 
sign of the best spiritual writing. 
 
For more information about this book or to order a copy from 
Amazon.com, go to http://www.imagodeimcc.org/books on the 
Imago Dei MCC website.  You'll be sent to Amazon.com, 
where you can complete the transaction.  Amazon takes the 
order, and is responsible for billing and shipping.  Imago Dei 
MCC receives a small commission on each sale to support our 
Benevolence Fund 


